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Subject: “Peace Movenent of Ethiopia" 


‘Date: June As ‘1942 


102988 


The following is. a ere ofa nesting in Chicago of the oe 
Movement of Ethiopia,” held Sunday, May 31, 1942. This report, froma - 
reliable source, indicates that active propagandtzing for Nazism is going 
on among Negroes, although this is one of the few. actual alas meetings 
which have come to our attention: tae Fas ; 

» en ao 
°Phis meeting was held, not at 47th & Prairte, but at 366 E. 47th St. 
“The Chief sppeakers were: Mr. J. B,ALogan, Mr. Gordon and ee 


"All of the speakers except Mr. Gofdon were brief, speaking! approx- 
7 imately 10 or 15 minutes. | Mr. Logan stressed the fact that the 
‘Nazis were not getting their fair share of land, economic goods and 
‘racial rights. 4 as 


, + H ar 


i 
ut 


an article from the Pittsburg Courrier by J. ARogers. His speech 
was primarily a eulogy of Hitler, showlng that Hitler was not hostil# . 
to the Negroes... He said:€hat Hitler said he) did not hate the Negroes, 
he only pitied them. He read nearly all of this article from Rogers 
He read it very slowly and haltingly-=so haltingly that I went and got 


“ir. Gordone>( Who I suppose is the husband of te Gordon) Seatused 


had no part in Roger's article. 
"Mr. Gordon continued to emphasize that the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
Was a business organization. It was going to get in Africa land and 
wealth. No Negro would be permitted to build a church he said. If 
any Negro attempted it he would be run out and killed. The Negroes 
_ in Africa would then be Shown by the Peace Movement how to build 
planes, tanks, submarines, battleships with which they would fight 
all white people like hell. 
ABUL 
“Before Mrs. Gordon was introduced~ somié.tworain aan’ a piece in which 
‘the audience joined, | with the words rumal ng about like this: 


Stand by Mrs. Gordon" ‘and Seep. ‘still, : 
She has never failed. Us 3 and she’. ever’ ‘will. 
Mrs. Gordon never iost’ a’ battle 

Stick to her still. REG QD 


She is fighting our 2 eeooRe: ne 
And she'll win with a 


. "Without giving the name of the cies 2 i Hole 
from a book whose author she gave as Willian ae Ri dai diler o aook. 
I started to make a notation but ‘@ man who was stati ones near me said. 


Be PT ce Fy te 
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the article immediately. I then found that he was not truthfully read= 
ing the article at all. He was just mBtsagt ne a tissue of shes which 


aprertgt = 


2 tern ne 


io Fa Ai ea FTN TS SY Teh V BREDA we ERO TE eee SS ez 5 T Saas FST 
er x ret TERE aad ¥ Bs FE EE FS a a Ene ne SO Se, Se 


SS eee 


Hey asa | : cee erteaae 


oe OS i ee ; , sO 
Pes : zo . een © Nae poy ae Nes. “ie 
Tesy. Bee in the house. shis*ts not quite correct. Whe. _« took. my seat, I asked. - - 
nee? the man in front of me who thse. speaker was. Evidently I looked unusual 
so some of the officers at the door came over: to the man and called him 
to the,back of the house. There they evidently asked him what I had™ 7 
said, so th ‘stationed this ard right near by. 
’. ey gu gh y 70 2F S v4 ; | . 


; 
oa 
“ 


oe - . Mrs. Gordon said not a word. about the Jews or Germans but she did say: 
Poe -80n Dec. 7th one billion black people, our colored people, stmuck for 

: freedom.’ She then went on to praise Marcus Garvey a demagogic Negro 
‘who. right after the last World War engaged in more race baiting and a _ 
prejudice arousing than any Negro of recorded times. Her speech was —_ (| 
very short, lasting only 8 minutes. ie : 7 Fi 


XY 


®There were approximately 320 people there, 298 in the audience and e- 
12’men and 3 women on the stage. There was no one of sufficieiit prom- te ae 
inence for me to know him. All the speakers used bad English and the eu 
nouns and verbs seldom lay down in hereon and peace together. , : y 


ee gees 
‘a 


: Mb ovis scrddownsn he aco yteondy Sama hcnamomeenebeuceldtaeses accsmceahe 5 _ gf 
-sccccccccceeelNo Negwoes as ignorant and backward as these would be taking a 
active steps to defend or to support Adolph Hitler and the Nazis, unless 
‘they were paid. Something else was evident too; more stress was placed 

a - upon defense of Germany by far than of Japan. This is wholly away from 
oe the usual Negro angle whi ch is to stress the color phase of the Japanese. 
I state without fear of any contradiction that this is a subversive 

4 movement, subsidized by subversive people. They are so conscious of 
their‘vicious position that they object to. anyone taking notes. This 

is extrenely unusual because as a rule they are publicity hounds and 
think that wou are gone to give them newspaper afcounts, so welcome 
yA mS. pepo rear es” : 


pee 5 


.We should like to know if you have any knowledge of similar meet= 
ings held by the "Peape Movement of Ethiopia” in your city, or whether Negro — . ; 
organizers or Axis nationals have endeavored to create local branches of | | 
_ this argent zation in your area. mo, oe | 
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eae - 9 guly 3, 194277 a wl 
(ee Avent in Charge 4 


( L02a9 
. 160 | Rex FORBIGN-INSPIRED aciration © <~ oe 
2 AMONG THE AMERICAN WECRC23; 
100 SAY M00 “x JTOYERIAL SOCURETY. : 


es i " 
me te AN 7 


A confidential informant of the Bureau has submitted a report, dated. 
ae 4, 1942, of a weeting in Chicago of the "Peace Movemant of Ethiopia," held 
i “Sunday, vay 31, 1942. The report of this meeting is sot out verbatin as ‘follows: 


"fhe following is a report of a moeting in Chicago of tho 'Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia,' held Sunday, May 31, 1942. This report, from 4 
reliable source, indicates that activa propagandiging for Nazien is going on 
among Negroes, although this is one of the few actual nies maetinga which 
have come to our attention: 


"This meeting was held, not at 47th & Prairie, but at 366 B. 47th 
Ste The chief speakers were: Mr. J. 3. Logan, Mr. Gordon and Mrs. Gordon. 


ALL of the speakers except Mr. Gordon wore bricf, spoaking 
approximately 10 or 15 minutes. Mr. Logan otreseed tha fact that the 
Nazis were not getting their fair share of lend, econonic goods and 
racial rights. 


"ur. Gordon--(Who I-suppose io the husband of Mrs. Gordon) featured 
4 an article from the Pittsburgh Courfer by J. A. Rogers. iis speach 
: was primrily en culogy of Hitler, showing that Hitler was not hostile 
_* % the Negroes, He said that Hitler said ha did not hate the Negroes, 
he only pitied then. He read nearly all of this article from Rogers. - 
woe . He read it very slowly and haltingly—~so -haltingly that I went and got 
the article immediately, I then found that he was not truthfully road 
Tolson__. ing. the article at all. Ho wae just introducing & tissue of Lies which 
E. A. Tamrbad no part in. Roger's article. . 
Clegg Bo ho 
Glavin "ttt, Cordon continued to emphasize that the Paaae Movement of 
ee Ethiopia was e business organisation. It was going to got in Africa land 
‘Is and wealth. No Negro would be permitted to build a'church he said. If 
any Negro atteapted it he would be run out and killed, ‘Tho Negroes in 
Lee would then be shown by tho Pesce Kovement how to build planes, 


ubmar. tleships with which they would fight all white 
Saat RE ge . 


i 
" MAILED @ ia | ie 

nan e Ere. Gorddn was introdus ed ‘some vonan gang a piece in Athioh 
jtie auldvente 184i 4) pyri th the words creas about like thigs Ay 
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SRW ate aT ona 


Stand by Lirs. Cordon and keep still 

* ‘Sha has nevor failed us and she never Will, 

. Urs. Gordcn*never lost a battlo 
Stick to Inr-etdlle Jno ee 
She fe fighting: our present battle, U2 S84 
And. ehe'll win with a: wills ae "8 


nteithout “giving the rate of ‘th book she ae some dpleful: 

paragraph from a book whose author she gave ac William A.jRiddick or 
jee I started to. make. a'nctation but aman who wao ‘stationed 

near me said, "No writing.” He had been smt to stand by mo from the 
moment I éame in the house. This is not quite correct. thdn I took 
my seat, I asked the man in front of m9 who tho: epeaker: was. © Bvidently 
I looked unusual so some of the officers at the door came over to the 
man and called him to the back of the house. There they ovidently asked 
hin what I had said, 80 thoy stationed” this ‘guard right: near Dye. 


oar . ihre. Gordon. ‘said nota word about the Jeus or demure but ‘eis did 
assy: ."On Dec. 7th one billion black panplo, our colored people, struck 
for-freedon." She: then want on to praise Marcus Garvey, a demagogic 
Negro who right after the last World War engaged in nore race baiting 

’ and prejudice arousing: than any: Negro of. recorded times. Her speech was 

. wery short, lasting, only 8 minutene 


a (There ‘were appfoxinately 320: ‘people there, 298 in the audience and 
- 12 men anc, 3 women on the stage. -There was -no one of sufficient prominence 
_ for me to. know him. All the’ speakers used bad English and the’ nouns and 
, verbs eeldom lay*down in harmoriy and. peace sO BSUIONS: 


WV seenceslO Nogreos as ignorant. and backward as these would be 
taking active steps. to defend or to support Adblt | Hitlor and the Ragis, 
unless they were: paid. Something else was avident,- too; . tore stress 
was placed upon. defenae of Germny by far-than: of Japan. This is wholly _ 
> ‘away from the ugual Negro-angle which is to stress the color phase of tho 

Japanese. I state without fear of any contradiction that. this is-a’. 
sabveraive movement, subsidized by -gubver aive peoples They are 60° 
‘conscious of their vicious position that they cbjeot to anyono taking 

_ notes. This is. extranaly unusual because as a rule they are publicity , 
hounds and think ‘that you are going to. hve, thon ‘newspaper accounts, so 
welcome ‘reporters. !" id ! 


You are requested to: institute an imadiate inquiry into this. satter in | 
attempt to ascertain the veracity of the above report. The results obtained - 
¥. you should be correlated with .tho ‘information in.your possession whichis to- 

b reported to the Bureau -undor the above captioning, as. ver Bureau instructions 
hits letter of June 22,.1942, styled as above. : ne 


: 
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ITS Ia Res ra aN aa oat ona eT es SL Sorceress scare] 


In the event information is obtained reflecting ‘that nootings.of a 
gimilar nature are planned for the future, you are requested to make arrange~ 


: . manta for an appropriate coverage of the same, The highly important nature 
' Of thig matter must not be overlooked and the Bureau should be advised currently 
: ; of ali sheniticant developnonts.« gs 
i Ai nes 
Po ee - Vory iety Yours, 
. Jom. Edgar Hoover 
' Director 
| sf) wail a 
= \ 
4 ) 
i 4 ek ‘ ve . : : 
{ 
I 
| 
7 
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Fie Bo TER 
a v 


Mr. Tolson__ 


- ! Mr. E. A. Tan 

. f ; jai Mr. Clegg ..., 

; : is : Mr. Glavin... 
+4 os a . Mr. Ladd. ...... 
me - . oe Mr. Nichols ...., 

. WAR DEPARTMENT Mr. Rosen ..__.. 
wees | : WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAY Mr. ‘Tracy ....__. 
te “MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, G42 hiieateowesan 

ee : I ON, De OC. . ‘i Mr. Coffey........ 

; 2»? oe we : Wiig vr 1942 |. Pe Mr. Hendén Pere 
ee: ' Subject: Letter of transmittal. Ma men 
x . . arog ‘ 7 Mr. MoGuire ...... 

aps Tos . . Ite Col. J, Bdgar Hnover 102996 eevee 
fy ‘ 5 Federal Bureau of Investigation ms OE (la Soa 
2 ‘Department of Justice ar fp Mes Gandy... | 


The attached communications are forwarded for your informa- 
tinn and such action as.you consider advisable. 


For the Chief, Military Intelligence Ser dices 


\cbors Sot) 


e a. BISSELL. 


° _. ‘@elenél, General Staff, 
Asst. Sxecutive Officer, M. I. S.- 
1 Enclosures aa 
2 


S \ 
| | ALLE BRIBE ORELATEOI | 
EEA Es Sy Gee ie P 
v Fy Bye 
| pat Waa EIA By 
vs 4 
nN 
{UL “13 }929 A 
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tere ie ones a 


MW 39359 Doold:32744070 Page 7 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND Cc dA 
OEnICe OF ASSISTANT CHIEF OF Si... G-2 
° GOVERNORS ISLAND, NEW yORK eC A 


a . 4 : | é . . | ; v/afia 


faa . : ve 
fof a é cea te a 
Subjects; “rRACH ONT VET. . oa 
OF BIETOPTA 
a ee! : 
fn oS “Pollowing rer e copy of an mpotiottea report obtained 
. froma Gontidenviet source believed to. be pelaeyere. 


oe Report of a meeting in. Ghacage of the: prac MOVERENT 
OF ETHIOPIA, held sunday, Way 31,1942, This report indicates 
that active propagendizing for Hazicm is going on among Hee . 
groese.- This meeting was held 366 Fast 47th Street. The _ 
* ghief ‘speakers were: URe De sheen, tm, GORROW and ERS. 
 SeonDoH Meise We teehee i s 
"ald of the speakers except. Me GORDON were brief, 
spealeing: approximately 10 or 15 minutes. {@, LOGAI stressed 
the fact that the Nagis were not getting their fair share of 
land, Seorene, goods, and racial. rights. 


oR, eae ‘entured an article from the PITTSBURGH 
GOURTER by J (1OGERS.. . His speech was primarily ea eulogy 

of Ilitler, showing that. witler wag not hostile to the Megroes. 
ee ae He skid that Hitler, said he did not hate the Yegroes, 
: pitied them. He road nearly all of this article from ROGTRS » 
~~ Heo read it vory slowly and haltingly. & found that he was not 
| truthfully reading the article at all. Me was just intro- 
ducing a tissue of. lies which had no. part in BOGS preterss 


ER GORDON sontinued to .enghasize that the: PRACEY TIOVP =" 
LENT OF- ETHIOPIA was ote ve tad anor Tt. was going 


~ ; to securé land and wealth in Africae He said: that no. Negro 
iW & would be. permitted to build a “ohurahe If ayy Hegro attempted _ 
; | ag it, he would bo run out and killed.” The Wryrocs -in Africa ‘ 
= é would than be shown by ths pracy MOVER how—to -build- planes, 
ee tenks, submarines, and battleships wih which Ry would 
bee a i x fight.all white people bake hel es 
ee g “Before IRS, GORDON was iS boaueed Gone aghoang a 
Ie : piece in whioh the audiente joined, - wh oe ae rumniing 
TS about like thie: oe e <a 
- (2 stand by ERS. GORDOH-end keep stilhy : 
; She has never failed us and she never will guns 
MRS. GORDON. never lost a battle BACLOPY 


She is: fighting our present aca 
3 And shot11 win with a wille! 
( ; LSS os wr 2 “ 


fii. } af 


aw e J : 


= Stick to her still . 
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June 27, 1942 


he only © 
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“Without giving the. name of the bool, she read some doleful — 


paragraph from a book whose auther she gavo’as WILLIAM A» 


" RIDDICK or TEDDICR. 


I started to wiako a udtation ‘but aman 


who was stationed noar us said, . ‘no"writing.t “He -had been - 
sent to stand by ne-fron the moment. I came in the house.,. Wher‘ 
E took my seat, I asked the' man in front of me who ‘the speaker 


Wase Evidently 1 looked unusual, so some of the officors at 
' the. door came -over. to the man and called him to the back of | 


:, the house... 


so they stationed this guard right noar’ by; 
ie * a : . 3 é 


There they evidently: asked him what I had said; 


/ 
f 


"ERS. GORDO said, not a. word about: the Jews or Germans 3 


» but che did easy: 


‘Ou Decenber 7th one billion black poople, 


“our colored people, struck for freedoiag! She then went on 


\ 


“9 praise. HARCUS. SARVEY, a demagogic Wegro who right after 
| the last World Wer engared in more race baiting and prejudice 


- arousing than any Negro of recorded times. 


Her speech. was vory 


short, lesting only 8 minutes. 


- "Phere were approximately. 


329 people there, 298.4n the 


audience and 12. men.and $3 women on the stage. I recogniged 


no one of prominence. All the 
the nouns and verbs seldom agre 


on 


speakers used bad Emelish end 
ede cf Pup 


“SeeseacevecsesesNO Nogzroon’ as ignorant and backward 

as these would be teking active steps to defend 
- Adolph Hitler and the Nagis, unless they were paid. 
 @lse was -evidont too; 


much more stress was: placed upon deo 


or to support 
Something . 


fense of Germany than of Japans 


this is wholly awey:from the 


_ usual Negro angle, which is. to stress the color phase of the’ 
Japanese, This isa subversive movement, subsidiged by sube 


versive people. They, 
extrencly unusual because, as a-rule, 
and. think that you are going to 
.and thus they welcome reporters." 


are..so conscious of their vicious po- 
sition that’ they. object: to. anyone: tak 


ing notose This is 
“they are publicity hounds . 


give then: ncowspaper accounts, 


abe 


iy 


a0 The above is transmitted for your inforgption » & further 


action will bo taken by. this offices. okt 
4 a SA ee 
ire 2 a : Por tho Assistant Chief of “Btale , G—2: > 2, YS 
oe 8 | Lo 
ed NN 
GORGE 7. HIEMAN, JR. - 


Lieut « Cole, GeSCe 
Executiva Officer, Ge2. 


DISTRIVUTIONs ae, 
‘3 copies; G2, W.D. 


3 


- Lcopy 3 FRI, New York 
- i-copy +s FBI, Newark 
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‘gEOURITY DIVIsio® 
; “ROUTRING- 


80 Arrested” 


\In Chieage in 


ion Plet 
Sedition Plot 
} CHICAGO, Sept. 21 (INS) —A 
pro-Jap group of would-be fifth 
columnists was exposed today by, 
the FBI with the seizure of 80 


Moslem organizations. 

All the arrests were made in 
Chicago on charges of con-, 
‘spiracy to commit -sedition. 
{ With city police, Federal 

agents last night :and early to- 
ae Sea homes ‘of leaders of; 

____ |the*Peace. Moyement:of Ethiopia, 
‘the Brotherhood of Liberty for 
the Black People of America and; 
ithe Temple. of Islam. : | 
: Heading the list of prisoners| 
is Mrs. Mattie Maud Lena Gor-} 
‘don, identified as president-gén- 
‘eral of the Peace Movement of 
‘Ethiopia. Mrs. Gordon claimed! 
‘4 membership of 4,000,000 in 46} 
‘States. | 
{ “The members claim to be cit-, 
‘izens of Liberia,” the FBI stated,| 
i“and have instructions from Mrs. 
Gordon to the effect that they are! 
not United States citizens, but,, 
ias citizens of Liberia, belong to 
jthe same race as the Japanese.” : 
| By this reasoning Mrs, Gordon 
‘sought to spread among members 

ithe gospel of draft evasion, it was 


alleged. “Several” members of the 


group, the FBI reported, have 
been convicted of evading the Se. 
‘lective Service Act and admitted. 
their actions were based on Mrs.. 
“\teachings. °- 23... | 
i ao ome LET A 


coe 


> HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 


ae 
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than 4 


Laos 2 a = 4 
. Rt q eaihere oun ° 
JON :ESK : . Bons EE — ‘ 
| | | - | if 
a Jane 29, 1942 . .. | 
eis ’ : | 
if “ | 
a ae | ; 
. . Spechel Agent in Charge \ we 
— Chicago, ILlinois ye . ae 
. : ¢ . |. 
_ : . kt 
| Ret ETHXOP LAN PERCD NOVEMEND 
| INTERNAL sa é 
ia Bene teen, Bo 7 : or Vv 
Sok L Dear: Sir? 
ayy a's ; 
i ] For your information concerning the activities of the 
apeyestepWoned organigabion, thers aye. enclosed . nares th copies | 
of a Forore dated June 19, 1942, which was resetved: from a confi-+ | 
dential source. | 
Very truly yours, : 
: | | 
Cee — John Hagar Hoover oe | 
oe so Director 
CCr Hew York TAI NED 
: : : nate me i “OUP at 
| ede. Tolsoa -| ms . DAT “Seenin en 
Mr. B.A. Tomafinelooures ae i 
; Me. Clegg. 
Mr. Glavia_ ; afl 14 
Mr. Ladd % 
* Mr. Niehels Dae f ; PAR AR ; 
Mr. Rosen gt \ v sai if x i\ 4 
| Mr. Tracey mT ha 7 vy ete a 
oir. Carson oa VE ras Es - 
| Mr. Ceffeyis” comy 1 3 Hf font 
( Mr. Hendea Po ic CANONS. § EGTIO eat ie a 
Re Hollomen_ MAILE D 4 
‘Br, MeGuire r , 
- Quinn Tamm =a @MUL a 94? Py. 
sy 


ease my OF iUSTiCE 


Se ee 
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1O297T6 Cabs 19, a ae | 
re 7 . ce . 
On Wednesday night, Jung 17th, a secret meoting of 
the athtopian Peace Movement was held at Wecaeuartares 3134 
South State Street, Chicago. About 20 men attended. No 
ween wore observed to ge into the hall between. 7:30 and 9:30, 
when the meeting broke up. ‘the only one identified at the 
montane was @ man named Harris, a janitor, of 5808 Indiana 
_ Avenue, Cheers y. mentioned in a-report on the organi gation 
dated May 27th. i 
ALL the men who attended this meeting were about 
forty years of age or older and very dark,. some witha small 
goatee. | es 
: At ‘8245 a touring car drove up to the hall. It hed | 
= 
an Illinois, 1942, license — No. 1147-186, uhich was found 
to have. been Jesuad to H Ontten, Joo 47a, South State Street, 
‘ 
Chicago. : 
DECLASSIFIED BY sl CG /94. Lt en | m 
fee ee a. Cae ee 
Pv , MS 8g 
ay. GNM ag we ~ 
PO OEbL OL wie i Noy os = 38 
3a PRSTRAVES OR bE Ob WeLICE A as ¢ ee a ee 
Rapes 1 b BY Nov 2G Pow 
see | aise ne grit Meera od aes pind 
G& Bi ye ts ith 3 Ay ; f oo Bows re 
ad mite neers } : 3 = = ae & 
S21 53 HH a rs £5 3 
URCEMED 38 = = 
ENCLOST™™” rc 
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“gnothor Ethiopian Pease Moveront mosting was held : 
Sunday afternoon, June 1jth, at Boulevard Hall, 47th Street and 
South Pagftway, Chicago <= admission 10¢. It was presided over 
- by a Hr. [ISDS ¢ who is buginess manager at tho organisation "s 

Chicege headquarte ra, 3434 South State Street. 


Thore were about: G0 to 95 present, 15 to 20 of thom women. 
It was observed that nearly all present were oxsoptionally dark 
negrees, while Mrs. Mittiefordon, their leader, is much lighter. 
Host of the mon were over forty yoars of age, and many spoke 
with a West Indien or African nccent. ‘Three inner guards, 
in thoir carly 20's, patrolled the hall, If they observed any 
in tho audience sone together, they blow a thistle and restored 
autebs “ : 


hile this was rer to be an open meeting» the front 
ef the hall Was reserved for menbers, and tho oxtrenely poor. 
acoustics mado 1t almost Ampoesible for those in the rear of tho 
hall to hear the spoakors. Talks wore made by six, but Mrs. Gorden 
was the main apeaker » e- 


A Reverend Gordon road from some nowspaper on the develope 
monts in Asia, Africa end India, and quoted Gandh§ as saying, | 
*fhe. British will heve to get out of India or we will throw. thom cut. 


An ere negro (name unknown), who wae a delogate fron 
the Peace Hovement to Liborde, teld of his e exporiences in Liberia, : 
Ho said that although a nunbor of dlalects aro apoken, they are not 
difficult to learn.” 


The other speakers Say sang the sictbas of Ero. Gordon 
as their leader who had taken up the mantle when the Garvey movement 
fell Sparks. 


Urs. Gordon opened her talk by: fodavbing: °Thore are nany 
things that I would liko to say, but those things cannot be said ah 


an open mecting.° she is a forcoful speaker and quito a rabble qousers 
but made many comeradsc tery remarks » mia euren’ a greet doal eH is - : 


gonerally uncouth. Lo : ae a8 


She ‘made it clear that the ee ante tian: would not take? any. 
strange negre mon into its inner circlo “fer the. duration,” and her” 


aaa J 
oo 


_2 


= 
Bete 
on 


iii] 


Ee 
wy 
Se 


romarks indicatod that sho did not trast negre preachers, negro» lewyera—5 
or negro politidsans. Sho said that no moro aogro politicians who. want 
to got into the organization's good graces would bs admitted at headquarters. . 
She warned that if any man asked quections or is any othor way Adntertered 


with the meotings he would be me out. 
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162978 


*"Thite rete.’ Several times ghe spoke of Liberfa aa the base 
from which all operations nust be contcred, and referred to tho 


time when thoy would spread out and rule. a oo 


__ Sho. spoke of the Grand Jury asking her whore the monoy 

to do all this organizing came from, and said she did not toll then. 

Ske threatenod that 1f thore should bs any attempt made to raid thei r 
Ro. & Readquarters (3234 South State Street) or thelr vest Sido hall 

er. Horgan Park headquarters, or an effort made to break up the move 

Ment, "Wo will set this dann city afiro.® — 


Sho stated that their religion io tho voslem, and although 


through *Mesta.® Sho mentioned having just heard a news flash 

Over WBDM that the Japs had attacked: Alaska, and predicted thot 

it wald be only a netter of days until they would bo heros 
"and we- know what woe will have to do.* 


She also made a remark which in. a measure contradicted hor 


previous statements: "Remember, we will haveate quit fighting sone 


of @ nogro state in the South end ene in Libsria and *although 
ene of our own race (Mitchell) cas in Congress, it was @ Thito 
man from the South who introduced a bill te get our demands 
‘before Congress = a uhite mab, mind you. , 


eI9eR 


attontion is called to the fact that Robe rt ofertas 
@ Harlem negro, was Convicted on March 9, 1942. in the . &. 
District Court, How York, of violating the Alion Registration Act, 
gether with Leater Holnesg. Jorden vas eelfestyled tho re. 
Black Mikado,* and was a leader of tho. *Sthiopien Pacific Kovemont, 
end tho "Black Followers. of Suddhism Plan," eccording to an artichs 
in the *Pittsburgh Sun-Talegraph® of March 7, 1942. Tho article 
‘also states that. Jordan told his followers the Buddhist Bationg of 
tho East would eventually unite to destroy white control of the - 
world; thot negroes should auite with othor darker races to 


sea 
—™, hore oot fa fica? Ae 


MW 39359 Doold: 32744076 Page 14 


* Additional information has been received by this office 


ee es . * . » 


Federal Bureau of Inuestigati 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, N. Y. 


"OKRRSFET | . a | July 18, 1942 


p? ee a ALL INFOOMATION | CONTAINED 
me Director , ICOMEAL Ge ee ASS 4) 
No Federal Bureau of Investigation HERI IS Uh 1a ASOITIE 
\ Washington, D. C. DATE__772-% BY “SPH BSAA? 
ne: eTHIOPTAN PEACE MOVEMENT. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J. | 


{rine 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to Chicago dated 
June 2, 1942, of which this office received a copy, in which certain 
information was’ set out regarding the above-captioned matter. 


from the office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, Governors Island, 
New York, and GHORGE J pMINTZER, Attorney, .. 39 Broadway, ‘New York. City, 
which reports are alifost identical, _and in substance are set out as 
follows: 


A meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was held 
7 _ Sunday, May 31, 1942 at 366,Hast 47th Street, Chicago, Illinois. . The 
os chief speakers were J. dla Maa GORDON, and Mrs &GORDON. All of the r 
, speakers except Mr. Gord6n were brief, speaking approximately ‘10 or 15 
minutes. 


ote 
arn) 


Mr. Gordon's speech was primarily a eulogy of Hitler, showing 
that he was not hostile,to the negroes, during which he read an article 
reportedly written Loy HOGERS the colored journalist, in the Pittsburgh 
Courier, from whirl attempted’ to prove his point. However, it is 
reported that Gordon was not truthfully reading this article. 


Gordon emphasized that the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was ‘a 
business organization, stating that they would get Africa land and wealth, 
and. would teach the Negroes in Africa how to build planes, tanks, submarines 

- and battleships with which they: would fight all the white men. ; 
a / 

Mrs. Gordon, : in- her speech, made the statement "On December 7th 
one billion black people, opr colored people, struck for freedom." She then 
went on to™ praise MARCU; ARBEY,. who was known to be a great agitator ‘and” ae 

‘leader among the color people shortly after the last Worle’ Warj-who—caysed ke 


_ much race’ ‘prejudice. BEF, RE C3 ~ winner 
; 4h _ 8 i) AUG i conpng 68 2 URE, EAU UE INYES TT 


‘As STIGATION 


COPIE ¥ pp LX Blas ae NDE | 
ld - | ae ~| 


-~ 


PIES e LOE 
a te? O 
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Letter to the Director July 18, 1942 


There were approximately 320 persons present at this meeting, 


and the person reporting this makes the following summary: 


Ne escecceee No Negroes as ignorant and backward as - 

these would be taking active steps to defend or to 

support Adolph Hitler and the Nazis, unless they were 
paid. Something else was evident too; more stress 

was placed upon defense of Germany by far than of 

Japan. This is wholly away from the usual Negro 

angle which is to stress the color phase of the Japanese. 
This is a subversive movement, subsidized by subversive 
people. They are so conscious of their vicious position 
that they object to anyone taking notes. This is 
extremely unusual because as a rule they are publicity : 
hounds and think that you are going to give them nevenaber 
accounts, so welcome reporters." 


It will be noted that the above organization is very similar 


to that of tag(SENTOPLAN. PACE IC.MOVEMENT, INC, a colored drganization in 
New York City’Ied by LEONA ON, I, colored, “which has previously been 


reported, and which is presently: being investigated by the New York Office. 
To date there is no indication that there are any connections between these 
two organization, and through available sources no information has been : 
received that an organization of the above-captioned name is operating in 
this district. 


Very truly yours, 


| ae 
P. E. FOXWORTH “anapeas 
Assistant Director 


ce: Chicago 


= 
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Mr. Ladd..----------- 
~ WAR DEPARTMENT ee 
L. he ya WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFP ee 
fos =e /. MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, Gund ee 
Les nr: WASHINGTON, De Ce nce 
a JUL al 1942 > ; oar. Bleudom ..------- 
Subject: Letter of transmittal. ae ee ee 
a ure. MeGaire 
Tos. Lt. Cole J. Edgar Hoover Whar, Quine famm.--- 
o - Federal Bureau ef Investigation . aipcNeaueteetee 
Department. of Justice 
The attached communications are forwarded for your 
tion and such action as you conside> advisable. 
For the Chief, Military Intelligence Beryaces 
\elu um | Cpe oe) Oo: 
pe {. BISSELL ara 
Celenél, General Staff, 
- Asste Executive Officer, M. I. Se 
1 -Enclesures 
Ann 
J art av, 
NG os PROORDEE 
oe & 
~TEXED ; 
) a a ars 
\ 2 JUL 28 1942 
| %, Ny ) 
; ake = 
Sy] t 
Bll S Le I 
poe —— 
| . 
1 ‘ 
| Ex jaw 
\ ~ ag a 
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oe ee naa Y 
dy. Tolson. vaghacceeee's 


Mx. A. Tamm... 


1 


--- -WAR- DEPARTMENT 


M. I. D. ee 


rd be We 


2 O80 = Sthionian Peage Novessent dune 26, 1948 
f (Date) 


Subj oct sthiopt an Ponca Koverent 
a a 


re scmneaamet 


( 
| 
Summary of. Information: 

fnether Ethicplan Pance Movement neeting wan held Buaday afterncen, 
| 'Juae 14th, at Bowlovard Nall, 476 Street and Youth Parkway, Ghicage = 
‘ adnicaion 106, Ft vaa prostded over by a Hr, Jonda, who da businoss 
| manager at the organization's Chicngo heaceuarters, SLS4 Geutha State 26, 


AEE p2a-96 ot spu-eanan_S 


“G) 


“He, 


a 
fi 


qi 


gree 


hore ware about 80 to 05 prosent, 15 $9 2O of them women, 146 was AS 
siaceeae that nearly sll pronant were excogtionally derk negrogs, while te 
Reo, Hietiuerden, their Leader, isn auch Uishter, Kant of the ae ne 
wore ovor forty years of ago, ond many apoke vith o Wost dadian er African 
aecont, Shree danas guarde, da theis early 20'a, patrolled tha hel. Af s 
they abserved any in the cavilonce taliing teaether, thoy bhew a wohatle s 
: and Footored quint, \ 
\ 
: t 
| While this ue supposed to be on opon useting, tho front of the heli iN 
" was reuarved for members, ané the extrenely poor acoustics made it elmeat ys 
7 impossible for these in the rear of the hell to haar the speakers, Talke ~ > 
; : ware mate by sim, but Mes, Gerdon wos the waia cpenker., mS 
i 4, Ravovend Gordon read from soue névepaper on Cho Gevelepm nts in SS 
[ Agia, Aries and India, and quoted Gandhi as saying, "The British will 
ts have to got out of India or wo will ¢hrow them out." cs 
: , i 
/ B G 2 
An Americnn negro (ames unknown), whe was a delegate from tho Poocse ~A. 
_¢#ovencnt te Liberia, told of hie experiences in ilberia, He said that ~ 
: * although a nunber of Glaliscte are spoken, they ave not difficult to learn, ¢ - 
| * The ether wpealers. only seng the praices ef Myre, Gordon as Shel: e 
es Le aden. tho had taken wp the gentle when the cha novandns fall apart. ‘ 
& Bee, Gordon oponed her tall by remariing: “Phere aro many things thet 
IS i would Like te ony, tue these things connet be said An an epon weeting. * ; 
: 3 She ig a fercefol speaker and quite a rabble rouser; but nade mony t 
s eongradiatery remarks, She eurses a gront deal and is generally wneouth, & 
a = 7 eT re : : Evaluation o X 
[sa ~, Distribution: . EP source ~of information 
( 2: oe HES, Wash, - 3 eoples Reliable 
6 EO: ee? 2 ENCLOSURE 
iS CHG & gad array e 2 eoples - —_—_____Credible 
— mee —____--—Questionable 
- Wt Geo 1) iy __—_______Undetermined________ 
as) a a | L ta at ae a a eS Se eh 
Le tTi-3 * 
; 7 . a Ls ae ca Y : Ser eer ne 1@—17097  GPo 
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She uade it clear that tho orgenisation would net sake any abronge 
negro men inte ite inner cirele “for the duration," ond hor remdris 
indicated that she aid not truat negro prapchersa, negro lawyers oF 
; negro politicians, she sald that no nore negre yolitielans who wanted 
us to got inte the organization's geod gracen would be admitted at 
: headquarters. Sho warned that 4f any men anked questions or in any 

ether vay interfered with the mesting, he would be throw ous, 


Sy 


the sald that negre vomen would be admitted to nenbersiip, because 
those with ulterior motives could caslly be spotted as they botray 
| themselves nore readily than men under questioning, Ghe stressed tho 
| 
{ 
i 


d 


point that no mase recruiting would toke place oad that only 3 chosen few 
vonen would be admitted “for the duration," 
she aloo said che wented it distinctly understeod thet this movement 
ie in ne uay related to the old Marowc Garvey movenent; that 4% was 
: organized to free all dark races from the rule of the “White rats," 
a several times she spol of ldberie ac the base from which all operations 


must he centered, and referrad te the time when they would spread out 
od sule, 


She spoke of the Grand Jury asking her where the uoney to do all ‘ 
this organizing eane from, and said she G44 not toll thom, She threatened 


= thas if thera should be any attempt madd to raid their fo, 6 haddquarters 
\ (3L34 south State $treat) or their Weet Gide hall or Hervar Parr boade 
\ quarters, er an effort made ta break up the movement, “We will set this 


; - dam olty afire," 


ae 


She stated that their roligion io the Meclom, end although they have 
no dircet connections vith Japon, contact is maintedned throuth "Nesbo,# 
she mentioned having just hearé a news fleeh over WASH tuat the depa had 

attacked Alaska, and predicted that it would be only a hatter ef days 
‘ until they would be hore, “and we mew what ve will have to do," 


Sha also rade  renavk which in a measure contradicted ner previous ; 

on statenonte: "Remerbor, ve will. have to quit fighting some ef the White Me 
. hen who are for us,“ She apeke of having gone to Yeohlagten several yoars 

a age to get suppert for the establishment of a nogre etate La the Sonth and 

| ene in Liberia and “sl¢hough one of our ow reco (Mitchell) was da Congrosa, 

| it was o White wan from the South who introdused a bill to get our domands 

bafore Gongrass « a white man, mind yeu,” 


} . Hoe oe aM so bee ga ge ewan as 


Attention is called to the fact that Aobert off Jordon, a Harlem nogro, 
was convicted on March 9, 1042, in the U. 5S. Diotrict Court, Mew York, of 
} . Violating the Alien Registration Act, together with Lester Holness, Jordan 
was colsestyled the “Black Mikado," ond une a leader of the "Sehfoptaa 
| Poolfic Kovement and the “Black Vollewéra of Buddhien Pian," according to 
can em aiticle in the “Pittaburgh Sun-Pelograph" of Havch 7, 1942, “ho orticle 
eleo states that Jordan told his followers the Buddhist nations of the Bast ; 
veuld eventually unite to destroy white control of the workd; that negroes =a 
should unite with other darker races to accomplish this, . 


- 2a : 
LOD EESTI, Pre ps 
7 


Rape Teg 
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tn Wednesday night, dune 17th, a eccrot meeting of the Hehtoplan 
Pence Mevenent was held at headquarteys, SLE4 South State Streat, - 
GHIGHLD. About £0 men attended, No vomen wore abcerved to go into 
the hell between 7:30 and 933890, when the meeting broke Ups — @he only 
ene sdontified at the aceting was & man nonodfiarris, a janitor, 
- of 6808 Indiana Avenue, Chicago, mentioned an a report ch the — 
argeaigation dated Hay a 


ALL the. men whe attended thig meeting vere avout forty years of 
age or older ani very dark, some with a BML. goatee, 


At 8148 a touring car drove up to the hall, dt hed an Lilinois, 
1942 Ueense = Se, 1147-186, whien was found te have been Lesued %o 


Heflontton, Jno, 4742 Gouth Btate Street, Chicago. 


a 


HN Net 


. 


ao 
. : 
oo 
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| Chicatos Tiinois 
- og 
; | 
| Rear Sir: 
For your ¢ 


A Ere. JONOS 5 
| quarters at 


| came from and 


| j 313) 8 6 State 


i 

\ 

i 

a ue 
we 


ash 
t 


ifiss Gandy : 


\ 
Ne 


ties of the abova 6a 
submitted which was ree 


- athe: Ethiopian 
hoon, dune Myth, at. 


of the Grand Jury 


Special Ag neat an Charge. . 


HERE! 
DATE 

RSs. ETATOPTAN PEACE woven $: 
ERS } 


agssietence in 


asking | 
said 


South State Stes 
“ittie Gorion 


that she did 
S¢ there should be any 


Vest @ido hall or Yorgan 7 
ade to break up the movement y 


9 dtabed: that their religion 45,42 


“a98 


oF 


conducting om investigation of 


captioned | erganization, the following informe 


eived. from a confidenti. al source: 
Peace. Movenest held a mectan 


Boulevaré Hall, L7th & | 
business manage 


313k 


presente, - Mrse 
i her talk by remarking 
put trose things cannot. 


aaa 5803: ae “epee 


>i 


. Tolson have no  aarent connections with JOP, Cc 
Mr. BE. A. Tamm_ “Mesba. She mentioned having jpst.pe 
Mr. Clegg that the Japs had attacked Alaska aad 
‘Mr. Glavin only a matter of days utd. thayieony® 
\Mr. Ladd Wwe wilh have to ‘do" » . ee 
Mr. Nichols ee ren 
Mr. Rosen on secret meet a qaonwablenten 5 
Mr. Tracy June 17 at 3134 Se bes 5) CHUBABD. “CAs 
Mr. Carson attending vas & bane a 
i eatles cues, ho ee ANG. GAL... 
IM Hendon . (G-2) : yee ay of esse) 
Mr. Kramer RB? ‘}. OY BUR © ng 
‘Mr. McGuire 55 AUG ou ere oat per mee en 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ = A Ws 
Mr. Nease 


mabe, Movensny wag ned. 


SETTIE GORDON, COLOREDs 
INTERNAL SECURITY @ & 


i de - 


nt4on is 


g Sunday after 
South Parkway, | Cricagds 


ry of the organization's: cnieage heade 

presided. 
46 the leader. 
tihare are D 


ore were avout 56 
rae Gordon opened 


aoy things I would Like te say. 
e said in an. open neoting.® 
one where the money to do % 
not tell then. | 
attenrt to raic their 2 

Ste, oF thelr. 
| quarters, or an effort 2 
. thie dash city afire." 


Sha; spoke 
noir, ‘orgaaiaing 
She threatened’ that 
4 headquarters St 
Park heead= 

ty will set 


lem and although they 


a-neva flash over WEL 


Podibtat that 4% vould be / 


hia wo know what ; 
rane 
ye yin z 
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Mr. Tolson 
r.E. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr.Glavin 
Mr.! Ladd 
Mr.|Nichols 
Mr .}Rosen 


fy:'Tracy 


Mr. Carson 
Mr. Coffey 
Vir. Hendon _ 

ur. Kramer 
ltr. McGuire 
fr. Quinn Tamm__ 
Ir. Nease 


{ 
liss Gandy 
\ 

\ 


or 


i. SAG, Chicgady 


¢ 


; “Jengt a small sects 
fe there ware Gpprom ately 320 


_° goods and racial rightse 


' of Ethiopials 


} 


4 “4 

iy Aoke «2 

y es : ‘ 2 
Life { nse 

3 fl Af : : 

atts 


ach 4 3 “ i * fs 
fhe Lollering Anforkabion waa received from another sconfiden- 


tial sourée, whose roliability is unquestioned: - 


¢ See 5 
Py PEARCE MOUVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA" 


: (Ste. Leart froua confidential source that on Sunday, Lay 
31, & esting was held at 366 East L7th Street, Cnicago by 
@ group of negroes who called themselves the Peace Foverant 

The general trond of tie moe 


ang was gach a8 
BX) indicate. the spreading of pro-lagl propaganda ayong ab 


om of the negroes. Qur source states 
poople in attendances 


that 


; ; ‘ithe principal speskers at the necbing wore Jo Bs. Logan 
-and Wire,» Gordane Logan: atrenced the fact that the 
Sasie were not getting thelr fair ‘share of land; economic 


“gordon attempted to outline ‘the purpose of the tPeace 
Hovenent of Bthioplat, whieh he referred to as & musiness 
organisation. According to Gordon, the purpose of the nover 
nent was to obtain land’ and wealth in africa. He wade the 
statement that ‘the negroes an africa would be shown by the 

Peace Movement how. to ‘butlid planes; tanks, BUUMATENGS »._ 
 battlesntps, With which they would fight the white people 
Like Heli... Gordon alae purported to read an article by 
Je Ae Rogera in, the e4ttspurey tGourior!. ‘The reading, was. 
very slov-and halting,.and cur source.» sted thet actually 
Gordon amag not follewing the. text of the article at all, 
but was: wandering off into. a eulogy of Hitler, claiming 

thet the Nasio were not nostile. to the NELTOABS. 

‘thrss Gordon in her speech: nade -1G- reference to the 


Germans, ut she. did say, On ‘Deeexber 7 ono billion wlack ‘ 


people, our colored peoples atruck for fesedoal, ‘he then 
went onto praiss Marcuse. Garvey, & nego desagogue who shortly 


‘after. the Last war 


} won a considerable following. for a Mack to 
Afrteat colon 


imation. project ° 


- Our source: attempted to take notes at the meeting but was 
-prevented: from. doing, so by ‘a guard statloned ne ardy's 


“Nour. source. comments that..those wo attencad tho meeting | 
appeared ‘tobe gunerally of an ignorant and bactovard type who 
would not thus be defending ac. supporting Hitler unless they 
were paid to.do go, Considerably more stress was. placed upon 
the benevolence’ of the Germans than on tiesarith Japan, waich 
‘46 an, ufaual procedure” , 
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SAC, Chicago, Il. dois, 


De Ce tee ; 


recors.s 


Very truly yours, 


tes 8 Jolm Edgar Hoover 
. Director 


Enclosures 


. Tolson_. 

.E. A. Tamm _ 
. Clegg 
. Glavin 
. Ladd 

. Nichols 
. Rosen 


rr . Tracy 
. Carson 
. Coffey__. 


ir. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease d 
Miss Gandy 
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; ie 
| Taerd aro being transmitted herewith tyro photostablie coples 
ae of a report dated June 25, 19h2, entitled, "Ethiopian Peace Hovemant" 
i received by the Bureau from the Wlitary Intelligence Seryice, Vashington, 
] 
{ 


i Yb is desired that ismediate steps be taken to determine the 
Yeaders of this organisation, source of income and. that confidential — 
tuformants be ‘developed in order that the Burcau will have fLretehand 

- 4nformation of what transpires at the meetings, it is desired thet the . 
confidential informants be inetructed to make notes and that these notes 
be retained by the Chicago Field Office for evidentiary purposes at a 
later date in the evont, prosecution te authorised, Efforta should also 
be wade to determine if this organization maintains any records, especially 
a mexbership Mist, in order that consideration may be given to obtain these 


Fron the information available thig organization appea 
very aetive among the negross in the vieinity of Chicago, and be 
the widespraad activity of Axis propagendists among the negrocs in thia 
country this investigation should be afforded preferred investigative 
attention and reports shovld be subuitted ab least every thirty days. 


.Hendon___ ; NL” 
. Kramer 
Mr. McGuire : 


_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION oe 
Form No. 1 : sa ; - = beh ee = 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, LLINOIS. . FILE NO. 100-89322: ae, 3 i 
REPORT MADE AT \ . DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR __ | REPORT MADE BY oh aah e. 
CHICAGO, ILLS, . e/10/42 ° |'7/24,29-31/ | J. T. PINELEY JTB:MAH = los 
f sy , “18 1-8 Z 7. Jes. 
K TITLE sil : & CHARACTER OF CASE ae 
roe THE PTACE MOVEMENT TO ETHJMRIA, also ynown &S “ 
. Be tf MIPTIU MAUD LEWES INTERNAL SECURITY - J i 
Wane GORDON 5 i SEDITION ime 
a 2 2 : \ 
Mee 
is Subject MADAM GOR president-general of the 
\Ethiopien Peace Movettent » arrested on complaint 
filed before Unites States Commissioner Chicago 
August 2, 1941, charged with counseling negro 
registrants to evade Selective Service Act, and 
dismissed on. motion of United States Attorney, 
Chicago, August 29, 1941, after promising that 
she would no longer interfer with the Selective 
Gervice Act. Informents advise subject at sub- 
sequent meetings failed to advise members to = 
comply with Selective Service Act but on the 2 see 
contrary advocated unity among the negroes to a. god 
combat the whiteman, cooperate with the Japanese, a tS eo 
and other ellegedly seditious statements. Reports © ay ws ; 
of informants covering meetings of subject organiz- 7,8 \ 
ation from May to August, 1942, reflect that subject: “"Si om | 
- advocates cooperation between the negroes and the i ee) (ie, 
Japanese, end stated that the bombing of Pearl ar Ga ie, 
Harbor was vengeance for the injustice of the white : 
man towards the colored races. Informants state 
that Japanese. or Filipinos heve been seen in attend- 
ance at subject's.meetings., Sanday evenings gest the 
Rouleverd Hall; 47th Street and South Ref Wey, 
| Chicago, Illinois.2 < - a og © ‘ 
a are iste te eae eS = cag & eb 
7 BEB. an MALICE cae “. i . Pe, : ages : 2 
me 4 eth hy Seb 


a, uv , m ; i 
REFERENCE: 2b cy. Gy Report of Special Agent J. T. LOGUE made "at Ghicego, | 
ae" 


co ; Ths Re : INDEXED «of 
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r ore e . a “a i — os 
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url Wer ‘ mds: GovERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE~O — 7-208 
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: ha? 
ite <3 jy” Tlinois, August WESC LALLY Chi cago Fide NOcLZ5-$999~ | 450" 
rt KAM 1 Report iof:gpecial igent iF are Gresaads Seczgo 7° | 
| = Hi oetober 15 L941, Chicago File Bol 25-1999," Report *e 
APPROVED aN AE eh bx pea eae : iM CEE MES ast enik hoa SPACES ‘ au 
[to-| fot HOM Se | A 


of Special Agent J. T. LOGUE made at Chicagos 
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DETAILS: oo AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: 


_ The following investigation is predicated upon information - 
contained in reference reports, a summary of which is hereinafter set out. 


: Information obtained from the members of Chicago Local Draft 
Board No. 5, 5120 South Park Way, Chicago, Illinois, reflects that subject MADAM 
GORDON was called before the Local Board on July 30, 194 in connection with a 
violation of ,the Selective Service Act by one JOHNNY LEBAJOHNSON, a negro member 
of subject organization, subsequently convicted for violating the Sélective Service 
Act of 1940; and the subject of a Selective Service case in the Chicago Office. 


At this time MADAM GORDON stated in the presence of the 
members .of Local Draft Board No. 5 that, "If I was able to contact all of the 
registrants previous to registration day, I would advise them not to register 
for the draft but since it was to late for that course of action, I have instruct= 
ed members of my organization to refuse to fill out their questionnaires, or hia 
having completed their questionnaires, to file a Conscientious Objector Form," 

The members of. the Draft Board further advised that MADAM GORDON boasted that 
she had succeeded in convincing a number of men in her organization to refuse 
to fill out their questionnaires and that she has given assistance to about 
thirty men in connection with filling out Conscientious Objector Forms. MADAM 
GORDON further stated to the members of the Board that she would rather see 
"my four million members die together than submit to military training." 


; ' C 

A signed statement from JOHNNY LEE JOHNSON, set out in 
reference report dated August 11, 1941, reflects that MADAM GORDON advised him, 
JOHNSON, not to fill out his Selective Service questionnaire. A complaint was 
filed before the United States Commissioner at Chicago on August 2, 1941, charg- 
ing MADAM GORDON with a violation of the Selective Service Act of 1940 in that 
she counseled and instructed negro registrants in Chicago to evade the Selective 
Service Act by refusing to execute questionnaires and refusing to report for 
physical examinations. An indictment charging ‘subject, MADAM GORDON, with the 
same acts was presented to the Federal Grand Jury at. Chicago on August 21, 1941, 
and a No Bill was returned by the Grand Jury on August 27, 1941. Thereafter the 
Case against MADAM GORDON was dismissed by the United States Commissioner on 
August 29, 1941, upon subject's assurance that there would be no further inter= 
ference by her with the Selective Service Act and the further assurance that 
she would instruct members of her Ethiopian Peace Movement to comply with the 
Selective Service Act. Subject stated \:at this time that she would make ean 


announcement to her members at the next meeting, advising them to comply with | 
the Selective Service Acts iw , 
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Reference report dated January 12, 1942, reflects that 


. iWeutenant WILLIAM HAYES, 6012 South Park Way, Chicago, Illinois, attended the 


next meeting of MADAM GORDON'S organization on August 31, 1941, and. that subject 
made no statement to the members to the effect that they must comply with the 


‘Selective Service regulations. 


CHANDLE OWEN, 133% mptt Street, North West, Washington, D.C. 


@ negro, presently employed by the Office of Facts and Figures, advised that he 
has attended Sunday evening meetings of the Ethiopian Peace. Movement at the 
Boulevard Hall, 566 East 47th Street, Chicago, Illinois, on May 31, June 7). 


dune 14, dune 21, June 28, July 5, July 19, July 26, 1942, He stated that these 
mestings were addressed by MADAM GORDON; her husband, MR. GORDON; one J. B. LOGAN, 


who appears to be the chairmen or master of ceremonies at these meetings. He 
further advised that these meetings begin at approximately 7:00 P.M. and last 
until approximately 10:00 P.M. with two to three hundred negro men and women 

of all ages in attendance, 


eeceeeine: to MR. OWEN the meeting of the ‘Ethiopian Peace 
Movement on May 31, 1942, was addressed by MADAM GORDON, MR. GORDON, and Jd. B. 
LOGAN. This informant stated that MR. LOGAN stressed the fact that the NAZI 
were not getting their fair share of land, economic goods, and racial rights, 
According to this informant MR. GORDON spoke from the platform and his.speech 
was primarily a eulogy of HITLER showing that HITLER was not hostile to the 
negroes. According to this informant, MR. GORDON said that HITLER does not 
hate. the negroes, he only pities them. MR. GORDON emphasized in his speech 
that the Peace Movement of Ethiopia is a business organization; that it is 
going to Africa to get land or wealth but no negroes will be permitted to 
build a church in Africa, and if any negro attempts it he will be run out and 
killed. MR. GORDON then stated according to the informant that the negroes in 
Africa will be showm by the Ethiopian Peace Movement how to build planes, tanks, 


=* 


ed 


submarines, and battleships with which they will fight all white people “like hell." 


At. instant meeting, MADAM GORDON, according to informant, 
stated that, "On December 7 one billion black people, or colored people, struck 
for freedoms: " 


' Informant OWEN advised that at the meeting of subject a 
organization on June 7, 1942, MADAM GORDON was not present but-that her husband, 
MR. GORDON, gave a speech in which he stated that four million negroes have 


“signed up to go back to Africa and that they would have. gone if the war had 


not broken out in 1939, He stated that his wife, MADAM GORDON, had turned 

down two million dollars offered to her by Govermment Agents to quit organiz- 
ing the negroes and that he and his wife have multimillionnaires backing them 
with plenty of money At this meeting no mention was made of the Japanese or 


the Nazi. 


ae 
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Informant OWEN saviged that on Sunday evening, June 14, 1942, 
the meeting was opened by MR. JONES, the chairman, who introduced MADAM GORDON. 
According to the informant MADAM GORDON stated that her organization is not 


. Christian, Christianity is a white man's religions that two thirds of the people 


‘on earth are Moslems; that all. colored people who are not fools are Moslems; 

and that "we are Moslems." Informant advised that MADAM GORDON concluded. her 
speech by saying, "Japanese have landed in the Aleutian Islands. The Aleutian 
Islands are a part of Alaska. Alaska is part of the United States, Now don't 
let these Btool-psEcons go out of her and say I am EOE Japan. I am for Africa," 


At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on June él, 1942, 
informant OWEN advised that MADAM GORDON made a speech in which she stated, 
"These are serious and important times. I just heard on my radio the. announce- 
ment that one half the people of India have just joined Japan." Informant 
advised that this statement was greeted by thunderous applause by the audience 


-and that MADAM GORDON went on to say, "Seattle has just been bombed." Again 


there was wild applause from the audience, according to the informant. 


At this meeting OWENS advised the writer that he saw two 
orientals who looked like Japanese; that they were handsomely dressed, and 
graciously received by the usually suspicious negro audience. OWEN stated that 
MR. ae MR. JONES, and J. B. LOGAN also a at this aa 


At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on June. 285 


1942, at the Boulevard Hall, MADAM GORDON, stated, according to the informant, 


that Americar. and Great Britian got up a peace in which they agreed to sell the 
colored people out, but that HITLER broke up’. the plot by putting pressure on the 
Crimea, Libyan, and Caucasus fronts, -MADAM GORDON also stated in her speech to 
an audience of approximately three hundred persons, that "It is impossible for 
America and Britian to win this war. Britian and America have killed one hundred 


million Africans, so God won't Bs them win. The people who now have Libya are 
going to hold it." 


MADAM GORDON then: said gleefully, asserting e the saeoraants 
that U-boats have sunk three hundred twenty nine ships on this side of the Atlantic 
and that the U-boats are glad to see the ships leave the shore loaded with wealth 
and goods. Informdnt advised that other speakers at this meeting were J. B. LOGAN, 
and four persons wales PaORREL EY, is unknowm, 


On July 6, 1942, at the souvevard: Hall a meeting of the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement was addressed by J. B. LOGAN, according to informant 
OWEN. LOGAN stated that negroes must stop killing themselves and kill more | 
white people. Informant further advised that MADAM GORDON was not present =a 


at this meeting and that therefore the speakers and audience did not “Bey very. 
"steamed up." 


w4hn 
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ee MEMORANDIRE FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY OENGRAL WENDELL BERCS 
5 : 
» & . Ras THE PRACE MOVEMENT TO ae: also known as 
. ETHIOPIAN PEACE NOVEMED s METHE MAUL LENA GORDON, 
-_ with allies MADAM SORDOM, PATELLA GORDON; DAVID LOGAN,” 
with alias J. Be LOGANs ___ “SONES} 


INYENWAL SNCURITY - J; SEDETION. 


for your information and consideration there ie bveing . yranomitted 
herewith a copy of the report of Special Agent J» Ts Binkley dated August - 
10, 1942, at Chicago, Lllinois, in the above captioned MA SLOT e 


1 should appreciate being advised if the activities of the above 


captioned organig sation and individuals constitute a violation of any Feaqral 
statute over which this Bureau has investigative jurisdictions -- 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
a , Director 
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1H ag: BTHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT, 


1 
3134 S. State Sto. Chicago.» las 


A letter is being circulated among the members of 
this Movement alleged to have been written,to their leader, 
Mrs. Mittie<Gordon, by Senater Theodore GY Bilbo, of 
Mississippi. s in which he stated that he was very sorry 
to learn that she- had been questioned by the’ Grand Jury . 
and assured her that her Movement had-his approvel. The 
letter advisdd her to continge collecting negroos * signatures 

. for her program and promised, that ne. would geet it a“ the 
Senate at -the close of the ware . 


Presumably Senator Bilbo is the oghite man from 


report dated June 19th and signatures of negroes are being 
collested by Mrs.: Gordon for a negro stete in the South and. 


02975. | 


the South® referred to in the last paragraph of the twospage 


one in Liberia, referred to, ‘in the same parserenhs which | 4 Gre 
reads as follows: A 
an She ote: of having gone to Washington ‘ 2S 
several years ago to get support for the estoblish- ‘4 
ment of a negro state in the South and one in: Liberia .. “ 
Zand ‘although one of our own race (Mitchell) was in’ |. . v 
Congres mit was @ ‘white man from the South who intro- | 
ey duced . Fill to get our ‘demands before Gongresa ee 
13 . a iG) sae 
me etipenen mind you “9 ope 
ay ‘ 
aS oo The other ‘reports Have  epieasiges been’ subii'tted: on. “this 
BGreontzation, . one ee 27) 1gh2s, and the other dung’ AQ, ‘9h 
eye" : As ; 
=, “a. me fe 
re Deby, ae ile. Oe 4 fe 
oO a. 
ans 8 Ut tes Buit jo0-ttt qe mde 
| “fake ae a a 
ALL INFORM COR DED- 
ee Fw t AY ce ‘i 
bed Ere i meh Hi seus i Ne “ ee 
mere IS UNCLASS AE: fe 
ATE gg bs i : 
Oe he he. ‘BY maenel FoF 
Paes peg Tye es Ff / y 
 BECEMED ee "2 mys of 
Q “2 fe aT 
OS a is cease 2” Chin 
23 PL en CI 
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REe “PEACE MOVEMENT OF -ETETOPTAS 


~ - a : 
GIES 


We leara fron a confidential source thet on Sunday, Hay 31, a meot . 
was held at 366 East 47th Street, Chicago by a group of nezrose who called 
thenagelves the "Peace Movement of Ethiopia". The general trend. of the meet 
wae such as to indicate the spreading of pro-Nazi propagdnda anoag &t Least. - 
. Small seotion of the negroes. Our source. states that there were approxinately | 


y 7 320 people in attendance, : li, 
a -. . AK 
a ,__the principal szeakers at the meeting were 3.0 coca and a lir, and: 
Pane . Ere .GORDON., Logan stressed the fact that the Nazis wdre not getiing their ~~ 
& - fait share of. Land, economic goods and racial righta,. , 
ee Gordon attempted te outline the purpose of the "Peace Hovenént of ’ 
a _ Ethiopia", which he referred to as a business organization. According to — 
a3) : Gordon, the purpose of the movement was to obtain land and wealth in Hrica.. | 
rN Be made the stateuent that &he negroes in Africa would be show by the Pease: | 
Siena e “Wovenent bow to build planes, tanks, submarines, battleships, with which they-| 
he would fight the white people like Hell". Cordon also purported to read an | 
NS article by J.AJ ROGERS in the Pittebargh ‘'Couriert. ‘The reading was very: Slow’ 
. and halting, aid our souwce noted that actually Gorden was not following mers 
VN -text of the article at all, but vag wandering off into a eulogy of HITLER, 
> claiming that the Hazis were not hostile to the negroes. > Peal Pike Ry 
o Mrs. Gordon in her speech mage no reference to the Gormana, but she | 


a did say, 0a Deceuber 7 one billion black feroufcanst, @ neg people, struck: 


Sh ' for freedom®, She then went on to praise HarcugiGARVEY, a negro demagogue who 
cat shertly after the last war won a considereble fdéliowing for a "Back to Africa" 
a colonization project. . 
Yo cedar | | | 7d 
N Cur source attempted to take netea at the meeting but wes prevented fF 


doing so by a guard stetioned nearby. x 


. 3 : Our seurce comments that those who attended the meeting appeared to) 
generally ofan ignorant and backward type who would not thus be defending 4 
Vi supporting Hytler uiless they were paid to do so. Considerably nore streag | 
Placed ‘upon the benevolence of the Germans than on. ties Wath Japan, vhien Le 


unusual procedure, 


FOTA (by t7)———(D).. —— Benth: 
{ Section 1:TWH:fmp 
fe 


wae 


| [OLR 44 o> -¢ i 
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INDEXEL FEDERAL Gr ra 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Case File 100-HQ-124410 v. 1 


><] Page(s) 2-4 was not found at the time this file was imaged. - 


[]Serial - was not found at the time this file was imaged. 
L_] Serial has been reviewed and is an exact duplicate of 
serial _ and was intentionally not imaged. 


This form was created during the digitization process. 
' .. It is not part of the original case file. . 
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At a daeetene of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on July 19, 
1942, at the Boulevard Hall, MADAM GORDON spoke to approximately two hundred 
fifty negroes and stated, "We are going back to Africa. Our president is 
BARCLAY (president of Liberia), not President’ ROOSEVELT. The Allies don't 
have to ue the war. In fact the Allies may lose the war. Germany and Japan 
may win, These statements, according to informant OWEN, were followed by 
applause from the audiences SPOTAtS) (Do IDE 


At a ‘geeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on July 26, 
1942, at the Boulevard Hall, MADAM GORDON addressed approximately three hundred 
twenty five negroes. According to informant OWEN,MADAM GORDON acted as chairman 
of the meeting and spoke only occasionally in introducing other speakers, names — 
‘ unknown, all of whom emphasized the desire of the negroes to return to Africa, 


Xeonfidential informant |__|} whose identity has been 


previously furnished to the Bureau, but who will be made available as a witness 
in instant case, advised Special Agent H. R. SPLENDORE on June 4, 1942, that he 
bad attended a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on May 51, 1942, which 
meeting was held at the Boulevard Hall and began at 8:00 P.M. He advised that 
MRS. GORDON spoke for approximately ten minutes and the essence of her talk was 
that the black race should be transferred back to Liberia. She indicated in ~ ’ 
her speech that according to history, civilization was due for a change and 
the. time was now ripe for the black people to come into power. She told those 

. present that. the white men is fast losing prestige and that the attack on Pearl 

', Harbor by the J ese is definite proof of this. MRS. GORDON advised that a few 

“years ago MARCU YGARVEY, the noted negro leader, had purchased two ships with which . 
he was going to’ take the colored people back to their native land, but that some 
Government man had blown these ships up. MRS. GORDON indicated that the Japanese 
by using a billion Asiatics would definitely win ‘this present war and that the 
colored people are being redeemed by the attack that Japan made on this country. 
She urged the colored people to unite so that they could go to the Government 
and ask them to send the negroes back to their native land, She indicated that 
the negro population was being held in economic slavery and that they were being» 
‘mistreated by the white man. - There were approximately two hundred fifty in 
attendance at the meeting and the subject's speech was as -by the audience 
with great enthusiasm. 


: foontsaentiad Informent| _}. whose identity has been 
previously furnished to the Bureau, advised that a meeting of the Ethiopian 
Peace Movement was held on June 14, 1942, at the Boulevard Hall and that there 

' was en admission charge of ten cents. MR. JONES, business manager of the 

_ organization, at the Chicago headquarters, 4154 South State Street, presided 

. over the meeting. There were approximately one hundred persons present, fifteen 
to twenty of whom were women, There were three guards, boyg in their early 
twenties, who patrolled the hall’ and if they observed persons in the audience 


ee | -5= 
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. talking together, they blew a whistle to restore quiet. MADAM GORDON allegedly 
read from newspapers on the present developments in Asia, Africa, and India, and 
quoted GANDHI as saying, "The British will have to get out of India or we will 
throw them out." MRS. GORDON opened her speech by remarking, "There are many 
things that I would like to say but those things cannot be said in.‘an open ; 
meeting." She indicated that the organization would not take any strange negro 
men into its inner circle for the duration, and she stated that she did not trust 
negro preachers, lawyers, or politicians. She stressed the point that the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement is in no way related to the old MARCUS GARVEY movement 
and that the Ethiopian Péaéé Movement was organized to free all dark races from 
the rule of the "white rats." She stated that the religion of the organization 
is Moslem, and while they have no direct connections with Japan, contact is 
maintained through "Mesba." She further stated that she had just previously 
heard a news flash over radio station WBBM, Chicago, that the Japanese ‘had 
attached Alaska and predicted that it would be only a matter of days until the 
Japanese would be in Chicago, "and we know what we will have to do," She spoke 
also of the Federal Grand Jury before whom she had appeared and stated’ they 
asked her where the money for the organization came from, und she told those 
present that she did not inform the Grand Jury of this fact,’ but she threatened 
that if there should be any attempt made to raid any of their headquarters or 
en effort made by the Government to break up the movement, "We will set this 
damn city afire," ew FOIA (b) (7) - (D) 


further advised that a secret meeting of the Ethiopian 

Peace Movement was held on Wednesday night, June-17, 1942, at 3134 South State 
Street. He observed twenty men in attendance and identified one as HARRIS, 
a janitor at 5808 Indiena Avenue being one of those in attendance. He further 
advised that an automobile drove up to the hall at 8:45 P.M, bearing 1942 
license No. 15147,186, which was found to have been issued to H: ONTTEN, JR., 
4741 South State Street. Leads are being set out to verify this’ information. 

‘subsequently advised that the individual named HARRIS, 5808 Indiana ~ 
Avenue, has made claims that the Japanese are circulating money freely among 
the negroes to win their sympathy in the war, 


. MRS. RUTHYCOLMAN, 4710 South Park Way, Chicago, Illinois, 
was interviewed on August 7, 1942, She furnished the following signed statement 
concerning the Ethiopian Peace Movement. 


; "Chicago, Illinois. 
August 7, 1942 - 
, 1900 Bankers Building 


"I, MRS. RUTH COLMAN, 4710 South Parkway, Chicago, 
Illinois make the following voluntary statement to JOHN T. BINKLEY, 
knowing him to be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Ue S. Department of Justice, and knowing that this statement may be used 


in a court of law, No threats or promises have been made to me in order. 
to obtain this statement, ; 
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"On August 2, 1942 at 7 P.M. I attended a meeting of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia at the Boulevard Hall, 47th and South Parkway, 
Chicago, Illinois. This meeting was addressed by MADAM GORDON and there 


-were approximately two hundred colored people present. At this meeting 


Madem Gordon said she would not go into any business just then as she was 
overcome by the attendance on her birthday. She would only give them in 
brief how she felt about that day, August second, 1942, and how she, felt 
that same day previous, 1941, because she was in jail, framed by the 
ministers and other stooges of the FBI; that she was deprived of her liberty 
and enjoyment of her birthday. She said she thanked God that this day 
brought about a difference because unjustness cannot win; that she was 

so persecuted, but that see what the Japanese did to this country, for ~ 
unjustly. treating people that is innocent of any violence. She only 
wented to ask for the legal rights of her people. She said: "See what 
unjustness will bring to you. Pearl Harbor (and some other place she 
nemedy had its destruction." She said she knew that God Allah will help 
the innocent people; that Allah, Cod, will revenge all. She said "There 
is only some people that knows God by his right name. His name is Allah. 
I am so glad that I have stood and saw my enemy punished, as we shall be 
free. Allah will make us free". She said that when Pearl: Harbor was 


bombed revenge was wreaked upon her enemies. She said that FBI head man had 


to tell her that she had done no wrong; that it was a frame, and that she 
had done nothing wrong, and that revenge wreaked on them made her know that 
it was true; that she had done nothing wrong. 


"At this meeting a man by the name of JONES was master of cere- 


_monies. He introduced Madam Gordon. He pretended to read from some letter 


‘of some high executive asking them to continue their drive to free the 
negroes because now is the time for the negro to act. If he waits until - 
after the war he will be back in slavery again, but if he acted wisely 

he will free himself now; to keep pushing in the direction that he is _ 
pushing, and he will be free, and it won't be very long. 


"At this meeting there were eight Sergeants at Arams who 
policed the audience and walked up and down the aisles and glowered at 


_ anyone who. seemed to be a stranger. Because I was invited to the meeting 


by a Jamaican’ man whose name I do not know, but who is a reguler member 
of the organization, they did not pay very much attention to me. On the 


‘way out of the meeting I put a dime in a basket at the door for a membership 


card, which I have turned over to Mr. Binkley. I noticed that this card had 
on it the sign of the Moslem flag, a star and crescent, which is the same 

sign that I sew on the flag in the Moslem Temple at 104 East 5lst Street. 

At this meeting there were at least twenty or more people on the platform, 
including Madam Gordon and Jones. Among these was Mr. Gordon, and a number of 
representatives, or at least they were introduced as such, from various 
branches and chapters of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in the United States, 
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There were several other speakers at this meeting besides Madam Gordon 
-and Jones. ‘I do not know the names of these individuals. One of these 
speakers however was an elderly man claiming to have come from Liberia, 
Africa, whose name was ROBINSON. He said that he would not marry until 
Africa, were-free.andshe were permitted to return home. He would not 
live with or have a wife in*America because the white. man ruled the 
women. ‘He said he would have to do what the white man said. He said: 
"If your woman would displease you or she felt like carrying you to the 
courts of the white man of America, then the white man would tell your 
woman what no do to you and how she should treat you and what she should 
do for you". He was around fifty years old and he had never married, and 
he could not afford for the American white man to tell his woman how to 
treat him. He said he could take it from the brown man and the black 
man but not from the white man. 


"I have read the above statement, consisting of this and | 


one other page, and everything i in it is true and correct. I have signed. 
each of the two pages. . 


(Signed) RUTH L. oman | 


Witness - ; is ‘ Sy 


J. T. Binkley 


Special Agent, Federal’ Bureau of Investigation, 
U.S. Department of Justice." 


( MRS. COLMAN is a block captain of the Civilien Defense 
Program | in the 4700 block on South Park Way, Chicago, Illinois; is a Red Cros 


worker with the American Red Cross; and a former matron for the Chicago Police 
Peper then ts Vs : 


The nee: statement obtained from MRS, COLMAN will be 
retained in the file of the Chicago Field Division, together with the reports 


of informant Same ei made immediately after he attended instant meetings 
above reported. , 


Confidential Source of Information "A" advised that MADAM 
GORDON. and her bushend, MR. GORDON, have home address of 4451 South State Street, 


PENDING 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 
THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION: 


At Chicago, Illinois, will maintain contact with Confidential . 
Informants to develop further information concerning the Se Utah es of subject 
organization. 


Will conduct an ivoeeieatien: Of mom: HARRIS, reportedly a 
santber at 5808 Indiana Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, who attended a secret business 
-meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on June 17, 1942, to develop his activities 
end associates, it being noted that HARRIS claimed Japanese were circulating 
Fh money freely among the negroes to win their sympathy. 


-Will conduct a similiar. ieeveatieation: to determine the 
Geee tae. and associates of H, ONTTEN, JR., 4741 South State Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, owner of ene automobile Pears Illinois Eicense 1942, No. 1,147, 186. 


Will conduct additional investigation to ascertain the 
identity of ~~~ JONES and J. B. LOGAN for the purpose of obtaining home addresses 


and activities, it ce noted that these iridividuals are officers of subject” 
organization, ‘ a 


i! will present the facts in instent case to the United States 
| _ Attorney for his opinion relative to prosecution of the above named subjects. 


PENDING 


ie : , : Jer 


rae a ee Sree a eres — ree et < " 


a 
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\. 
- 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: 
Confidential Source of Information "Al 
WILLIAM J. CONNOR, Assistant United Searee Attorneys 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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Background information secured. reflects Madam MM Te GORDON, 
organized subject group 12/7/32 with 13 other negroes, Some, 
ef whom are still active in the organizations. The Constitus: 
’ : ‘tion advocates "One God — One Country — One People, eaght 
Allah as God and &friea as the countrys On August 30 Mes. 
' GORDON announced a Japanese vietory in the Pactfred fotlewing - 
which there was great applause. She stated, "the great er 
the J Pehese Vibe ios, thre less number of Siebins there m3 
will be in the United States A1T speakers continue. to . 
revile the white race and. urge the return of members to 
Africa. Informants reports that leaders urge indirectly 
non-compliance with Selective Service. Additional bacie 
ground information and. resvlts of mail cover. re} ported. 


ae stp ae a 2 


REFERENCE: es of eis Agent John T. Binkley at Chicago, | 
=) dated August 10, 1942, 
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DETADS : An CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
; 4. . * e 
the title of this case is papas! changed to Set forth ihe additiorial alias’ ~ of 
_D. Jd. Logan as obtained in-the course of the investigation, : 


Subject organization has been meeting at the Boulevard Hall, 366 East 47th 
Street on Sunday evenings from 8 P.H. until 10:30 P.M. Branch meetings are 
held during the week at the homes of individual members and at 3134 South State 
Street which is the peso er ere of Madam M.M.L. GORDON, President General of 
' subject organ iization, : 
: ; ‘ ‘ 
lire AMUEL B 4 STRATTON, ‘eeneret: New Warner Hotel, 3302 Cottage Grove, a teacher 
at iis Du Sable High School advised that he attended a meeting of subject : 
organization on August 2, 1942, at the Boylevard Hall. He advised.that Mrs; 
_ GORDON was the ping sl speaker of this meeting and that her talk gnach 
‘lasted approximately thirty minutes was characterized with extreme fanaticism, » 
| _ Mx. STRATTON stated he was unable to recall specific remarks made by Mrse | 
GORDON at this meeting and that he had made no notes of same but that he 
recalled she expressed anti-Semetic ideas during the course of. her speech by 
blaming the jews for the sorry conditions of. the: negroes, particularly making 
Yeference to the housing difficulties experienced by colored people. Mrs. 
GORDON also expressed & pro—Japanese sentiment during her speech following which 
remarks there was great applausé from the'audience. Mrs STRATTON advised that 
although he was unable to-recall the exact pro-Japahese remarks made by her 
he stated at the time he hdd heard them he was quite shocked at the reception 
-afforded these remarks by the audience. This reception indicated to him 
- that the audience had previously been instructed in the sympathies of the group 
‘and the manner in which they should applaud statements made from the speaker's 
platform. Near the end of her ‘Speech Mrs. GORDON made an expression of loyalty 
to Liberia and stated that all negroes owe allegiance to the flag of Liberia. 
She stated, ‘UThe Liberian flag is our flag" end continued with the remark, 
"No negro owes allegiance to any flag but the Liberian Flag." ‘Mr. STRATTON 
stated there was no reference to the. armed forces of this sountrs by Mrs. 
GORDON that he could recall nor. was there a direct reference to the Japanese 
race. Following this speech by Mrs. GORDON a young, tall; good looking negro — 
was introduced as a singer. The accompanist for the ecnpen, hovever, had not 
made an appearance at the metting, therefore this individual instead of singing 
made a short speech/ihich he stated that he was not going to fight for the 
country and none of the members of his own particular group would fight or 
participate in the war effort. The group to which this Singer belonged was 
not known by Mr. STRATTON but he advanced the opinion that it ‘pertained to a 
choral society. This. speech by the unknown eee was met with great applause 
inthe audience, however those on the speakers! stand seemed to be. quite 
‘upset by the boldness with w hich this speech Was delivered. 


foontigensien Inforaant[ | who will be Agata as a witness in instnat 
tase if the testimony is deemed esseritial, advised that he had attended a 
mes ying of subject organization on August 9, IRS and that there were 17 


FOIA (b) (7) - (D) Ee ' 8 
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speaker's on . the ‘platform among: whon were Madam GORDON, her husband WILLIAM 
GORDON and an individual by the: name of|[ROBINS ON. ROBINSON stated "that the 
white man's end. had come to this planet ‘and the white man had finally come 

to the end of his rope. The white man has tricked the negro into many things 
but now his time is up." This individual continued to speak for sometime, 
expressing exvreme hate to the white race and his desires ‘that the negroes 
becane a close-knit nationalistic group. At this meeting Madam GORDON also 
spoke during the majority of which time she urged the negroes to work for 
their the return to Liberia, At this meeting the informant advises that there 
were no direct pro-Japanese statements made, that the crowd was unusually 
small, and that the meeting, broke up piper than Usuale FOIA (b) Caer ee oC) 


Confidential iiterhant| fe ttended sie meeting of subject organization on 
August 16,.1942, according to the informant the principal speaker of this 
meeting was WILLIAM GORDON, husband of subject Madam M. MeL. GORDON. - Ur . 
GORDON spoke for about a half hour, violently attacking the white race and. 
stated that he would tell the same things to President Roosévelt or anyone 
else the same things that he was telling the eudience because they were true. 
Mr. GORDON told the group that a a Government man had come to his house six 
times and offered to pay his wife $2 ,000, 000 to keep her -fron | advocating 

the return of the colored people to bertea: He: stated this offer was | 
refused every time and would continue to be refused, He stated that his 
wife went to Kingsbury, Jamacia, in.1939 and negotiated a treaty between 
Liberia, America and Japan and stated that the manner in which this treaty 
was consumated was. by an inter-marriage of a Japanesswith a Liberian. He 


‘stated that his wife returned to the United States with all the information 
sand has been carrying on since that time with the. aid of Liberia, Africa, and 


all asiatics, -Mr. Gordon stated he took, up ‘the cause in this country and 
negotiated the marriage of Japanese and colored woman in Chicago for the 
purpose of bringing about a tic between these two groups and promoting a 
Kindred feeling between all the darker races for the purpose of uplifting 
and freeing Liberia, Africa and ell asiatics. Hr. GORDON stated he gave the 
money to the Japanese out of his own Docker for the marriage and that the 
minister who performed that marriage was a Rev. PHILLIPS who has. Since died. 
Mr. GORDON announced the Japanese he rte is now in this country | carrying 
on the cause and there are ‘many Japanese who are married to-colored_pecople. 
At this announcement the audience responded with great centhusiaens[ 
further stated that a Mr. STEWART made a report at this meeting indicating. 
he had been organizing a following of subject organization in Gary, Indiana 
for the. past six days and he is goind back to Gary to OnE Tue organizing 
the group’ theres = 


CHANDLER ¢ NEN, Rita Hotel, Chicago, advised that he attended a meeting of 
subject ‘organization held August 23, 1942, at the Boulevard Hall. At this 
meeting there were approximately 250 persons in attendance, The audience 
was split about even with men and women,. He advised that the first speaker 
was Je B. LOGAN, Madam GORDON not being present at this meeting. , 


ee 
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‘people patted negroes on the nates or back that the nevertheless regarded 


report was read indicating that the group had received $18 from a local group. 


_every drop of blood has to be spilled to &@ it." Mr. CHAVIS advised there f 
‘were short speeches by the other syeakers present during which time education f 
«Tor the negroes was very bitterly attacked and.some of them stated that they / 


‘ audience that "the white man is a devil and I will tell all 


immediately upon leaving the. ‘meeting ha2l he had prepared a report from his 


_ OWEN advises that Mr. LOGAN claims. to‘be an African :and Liberian and that he 


spoke for a considerable period of time with a fluent command of Englishes | 
LOGAN's Speech concerned primarily thé express purpose of subject organization 
who advocate the return of negroes to Liberia and Africa, --He stated the 


negroes must go back to Africa where they have a large, verdant country and 


that. there is-a much greater opportunity for them there then in the United 
States. LOGAN introduced the chief speaker’as Mr. BRANCH. OWEN advised 

that BRANCH was a very violent: ‘and vicious. character who stated that all negroes 
were on “the spot and should. be ‘ready for bloodshed. BRANCH emphasized and | 
reiterated that all white people were alike whether they came from Massachusetts, 
New York, Illinois, or from the South. He further stated that when the white 


him as still a common negro and/1 ea snake poised to strike “him. After 
the speech by Mr. BRANCH, OWEN advised there was an announcement of various, 
local meetings to be held at the homes-of various members and a short financial oH 


WELLINGTON R.j CHAVIS, 4934 South Michigan, telephone Drexel 6815, was inter-. 
viewed, CHAVIS advised that he atténded with OWEN a meeting held on August : 
23, 1942, and that the principal Speaker Se Stated wees ir. BRANCH. BRANCH, | 
after outlining the objective of subject organization to be the return of all { 
members to Africa, stated that the leaders. wanted no connection between negroes 
and white people, Caucasian, or Anglo Saxons and that this statement was met 

with great applause. He further stated that "we are going back to Africa if 


should wait to get to Africa before Baer their children to school because 


ce me ROLA (py C7) = CB) 


Confidential jeter bak he attended the meeting held on 
August 23, 1942, and furnished information substantiating the statements made 
above. He further reported that one of the speakers, a ir. orenn, told the 
of them I see that 
every. tings The only good white man is a dead.one,. I am not a father and 
proud of. tt because I would kill my children before I would let them go toa. ml 
white man’s school." | 


CHANDLER: OWEN, Ritz, Hotel, advised that he sit endea a meeting of subject 
organization on August 30, 1942 at the Boulevard Hall... He advised that 


notes, He furnished th to the writer and “it: will be retained in the 
exhibit file in instant case. where ' Lt will be available for prosecution., He 
advised ae Mrs. GORDON was the principal speaker. and that ‘she. talked from 
9:15 P.M. 9:50 P.M. According to Mr. OZEN the gubject.of her talk was,, 
"These are iar times, and the colored people must go. back to AERIS if 
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"they leave a trail of: blood. from here to the continent.. We must disregard 
negro preachers and negro teachers. We must especially steer clear of educated 

peoplée,. I spell it MvI-G-C-E-R.. Tan calling him just the way I feel. The 
Christian’ religion isa réligion of slavery. We are’Moslemsis These négro 
preachers tell you you aré going: to have milk’and honey after you dies. you are 
going to get’ your food and drink “in the- sky. Imagine: somebody dying and his 

‘ body and:-soul, being ‘carried 93,000, 000 milés-the other. sidé of the sun," She 

further remartdd that she did not want a white person, in the confines of © 
Africa and that there was a plenty of food and natural resources for all of 
her members es: FOIA (b) (7) - (D) 


WELLINGTON R, CHAVIS, AO34, South Michigan, advised that he’ nad attended with 
"CHANDLER OWEN ‘the meeting held on August 30 and that he also recalled thé ~ 
statements : nade by her :and added that Mrs. GORDON announced a Japanese victory 
in “the pacific which » was met with great applause. She then stated, "The greate 
the Japanese victories the less victims ‘there will be in the United States. 

Mr, CHAVIS advised that BRANCH, who followed Mrs. GORDON on the stand, 

announced he+had ‘heard there were radical meetings held in Washington’ Parke, 

He announced ‘that ‘he was going to hold a meeting in Washington Park where he 
would Whave plenty to says, BRANCH further attacked the white ract., 


Confidential informant pladeiaea that he attended the meeting held on 
August 30,. "1942 and substantiated the remarks set forth above. He further — 
advised that one JONES, who acted as Chairman of the meeting, made a 

_ short. speech ‘and that during the course of this speech he advised he was very 
happy to hear the broadeast about the war in the Solomon Islands becatise he 

* knew the white men would not last much longer because they were fighting in : 
‘muck ‘and water up. to’ their waists.. He further stated he knew the winning side ./ 
would’ be the darker’ races and that the American: soldiers could not stand up f 
under what was being issued to thom without food, guns and ammunition. He 
further remarked the American people are trying to keep it a secret the 
American soldiers do not have supplies and made the remark the enemy is 
destroying the 4merican ships and any remarks made’ the Americans were destroying 
enemy ships were false.. Informant adwised after the meeting! ihe. had a conversati on 
with one of the individuals who acted as guard and-usher. “This individual told 
him "don't be.afraid to tell anyone you are a member of this organization 


because we are on the sidé of the Japanese and Haile Selassie." This individual 
told the informant to Spread it around that they had signed up with the 
Japanese » : : 


CHANDLER - OVEN, Ritz Hotel, advised he attended the meeting of subject organization 
held on. September 6, 1942, and that immediately follevring the meeting he had 

made up his notes which he furnished the ‘writer. He adivsed that Mrs. GORDON 

was not present and that the principal speaker was her husband, -WELLIAM GORDON. 
the substance of his speech concerns the return of fiegroes ‘to Liberia and as 

soon as eS had gotten back to Africa they would adopt ‘a set ‘of laws to get 


ae 
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: substance. of his remarks are. set forth as follows: "It has been reported to 


Co 
f™ 
ea 


the negroes to their original color. He said he would not let a light 
complexioned boy go with any but a.real black girl and vice versa and that . 
in this way in timé ell the members would return to the true black color. 
At the closing of the meeting’ Mr. OWEN advised that as is usually the custom 

all persons present rise and face to the East. Tor the short. prayer which is _ 

ohio ee. nO alten. | fee “FOIA(b) (7) = (D) - v. 
Confidential coset este that he had attended this meeting’ and’ 
substantiated the above as Set forth in the report of Mr. OWENS. In addi tion 

the informant reported that. JONES made a short speech in which he | 
urged the members to be ready to fight when the time came for them to be 
called on. Further, JONES stated that instead of going to fight for the. _ | 
country and the white’ men they could stay here in America and fight for 
themselves. JONES also gave the crowd a talk on Allah and their religion, 
urging them to, have nothing ‘to do with the white men's churches » 


pore it 4934 South Michigan was also in attendance at this. meeting 
and corrobtratéed the above statements, ; 


Mrs. MAE eure oounson, 4907 Champlain. hvenue! Ghicsas advised that she 
attended the eeting” of subject. ‘organization held on Septamber 65. 1942. Mrs. 
JOHNSON advised that she arrived.at the Boulevard Hall/at approximately 7 Pele 


-and that she was met at the door by two ushers who took from her 2 dime before 


allowing her. to go into the Hall. ‘She advised there were six guards and ushers | 
who kept order in the hall and at the meeting sold a constitution of the group 


‘ for 25¢ Mrs. JOHNSON advised that she. bought a copy and furnished it to the 
- Writer. Photostatic copies of the constitution have been prepared and are beir 


forwaréed to the Bureau as enclosures with this report. She-substantiated the 
statements made by the other individuals ag set forth above who attended this 
meetings In addition she advised that BRANCH, who was introduced by Chairman 
JONES as being President of: Local #6, spoke for approximately. twenty minutes 


.and that the substance of his speech was as follows: "Go back to Africa to 


be free. I want all my children to be free." Following the remarks made by 
Mr. BRANCH, Chairman JONES then introduced one 2.13 as a representative 

and citizen. of Liberia. ELLIS spoke for epproxSmately forty minutes. The 

me that six cologed men who stated that they were Africans have been arrested 
as would be saboteurs. Those men are not saboteurs but this is an indication 
that you must be very careful of your speech. You must be careful to whom you 
speak, where you speak and what you say because we might. very ea8ily get in 
trouble. " .He further told the audience that irs. GORDON once told him - 
America is not our country because we can't do here what we want to doe We 
are only guests in the country. He then went on to say; "You see what you are 
up against, You aren't free and. you wontt be free as long as you are in 
Americae There is’no freedom for:you here.’ Mr. ELLIS announced then that 
Medam GORDON was “in Detroit and that she would be back for the next nee 


—6- 
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Following the speech made by ELLIS, D.J,. LOGAN took the stand and made a short 
‘speech about a-draft evader who allegedly belongs to a Moorish group. °- Mr. 
.LOGAN stated “that this fellow had refused to report for induction because of 
his religion. ‘Following this remark the audience applauded wildly which gave 
Mrs. JOHNSON ‘the ‘impression that he was indirectly telling the audience to 
‘avoid Army .service, At the end of his speech a silent prayer was offered, 
everyone facing to “the East, . ; ; : 


As will be noted in the reference report CHANDLER OVEN has been attending 
‘meetings of, subject organization during the last four months. He advised that 
RICHARD z, fricHoLs, President of the Friendly-Tip Toilet Manufacturing Company, 
‘128 East 33rd Street, attended five or six of these meetings with hin. “Mr. 
NICHOLAS was interviewed at which time he advised that he was unable to recall 
‘the specific dates of the mcetings he attended or specific statements made 
at these meetings. He advised, however, that he was impressed by the fanaticig 
expressed by Mrs. GORDON and the other speakers, He advised that he was present 
.at the meeting at which it was announced by Mrs. GCRDON that the Japanese had 
landed in the Aleutian Islands and that she then went on to say, "I have just 
heard the Japanese have bombed Seattle." At these renarks the audience 
responded in wild applause and according to Mr. NICHOLAS "broke down the house.! 
4t other meetings he advises that speckers whose names he did not recall stated 
that there was nothing worth fighting for in America and:that the negroes 
should not participate in the wer effort. He advises although he is unable 
to recall the speakers he is positive that there were made,in the presence 
_~of Mrs. GORDON. Mr. NICHOLAS stated that at the meeting /#Hich Mrs. GORDON 
* announced that’ the Japanese had bombed Seattle there were two Japanese or 
Filipinos in the audience and that when she finished her announcement they. 
‘immediately arose and left. the meeting. Mr. NICHOLAS stated that in his opinion 
subject organizition has ~been thoroughly propagandized to a sympathy of the 
darker races and had been brought to the point that they have no desire to 
participate. in any defense work or the war effort. He advised Mrs. GORDON is 
very careful in her remarks and that he is impressed nore by what she doesn't 
say then by what she does say. Mr. NICHOLAS stated that much of what sHe says is 
‘in-an indirect way calculated to leave the impression what she desires without 
making ‘the specific statement direct. Mr. NICHOLAS stated that Mrs. GORDON 
though an uneducated .person is possessed of leadership and has a good control 
of mob psychology. , 


As indicated above Mrs. wea onson attended a meeting of subject organization 
on September 6, 1942, and while at this meeting ushers passed through the 
audience selling green booklets wmarkec with the title, "Constitution of the 

Peace Movement of Ethiopia." Mr. JONES, the chairman,’ announced from the 

‘stand that.the constitution was being sold and urged-the audience to purchase 
theme «MRS. JOHNSON bought one for 25¢ and voluntarily gave this to the writer. | 


a va = ~~] 
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& brief review of the Constitution cf: the. Peace nies of Ethiopia reflects: 
that there is a picture on the cover ‘of.the- Sphinx’ a a a statement,.. One God = 
One Country - One. People,". under this “statement isa Nepucnent and a star. It 
is notec that.this same symbol appears on membership cards and literature of 
Moslem anc Moorish-groups. On Page 2 of the Canstituticon there is a Preanble 
which is set forth as follows: 


"The Peace Movement of. Ethiopia is a ‘friendly, saeini 3 charitable, 
expansive society. And the members pledge their loyal support to sustain © 
its righteous. effcrts.s Our mottc is, ONE GOD, ONE COUNTRY, ONE FEOPLE. 


‘Our aim is to‘return to our motherland, to our true nane, to.our own 
language and te our’true religion. Therefore, let Africa be free for the 


Africans, those at-home ‘and those abroad. We belig¢ve in the National—Hood - 
of all Races, and the right of all national movements. ‘We believe in the 
five (5) principles, Truth, Love, Unity, Peace, and Justice to all men, and 
the. emigrating of a slave neaple to their own support. Being wholly devcted 
unto my God, my race, and my country, AFRICA:" 


On Page 3 of the Constitution under the heading "Confraternity dong ALL 
Dark Races" the ERE CHINE are set forth as objectives: 


uphe object of the ee Movenent of Ethiopia is to establish and 
proclain confraternity, peace and unity among.all people of African descent. 


* . To respect the legal rights of all races and governments, 


To retain our national rights as other races the world: over. 

To work for the redemption of our naoS land Africa. 

To elect our own leaders, 

We do not oppose any form of true: worship. 

We believe in an independent nation in Africa for ‘Blacks. 

“Ne believe in the slogan "AFRICA FOR THE AFRICANS" at Home and abroad. 


ur, 


We freely coincide with Nationalistic principles laid down by the Hone 

Marcus Garvey« 

We do not oppose any: Nationalist ougneiy that stands for the betterment 
of its people. 
‘We believe -in the GOD of our soraueuencns the history, ABnguagS 
and Islam Religion. 

We also accept the name BTRTOPIANS « 

We believe in the independence of all races and where there are two (2) 
races in a country, both seeking rulership in said government, that-the 
majority . race shculd see that the minority race be dealt with ioaely and — 

with consideration.* e . 


This booklet bears the noeaneee that it was printed by the Jchnson Press, 1941. 


The constitution set forth the organizatfion of subject group anc it is set 
forth as follows: 
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The group is headed by the Executive Stage of which the following are the | 
‘executive officers: Mrs. M.M.L. GORDON, Executive President 
Mrs, -SELMAYGROWN, Second Assistant to the Executive: Press 
Mr. EDM aes Executive esceeule 


Mre JsE.4 HNSON 5” Executive Treasurer. es 
Mrs. C. Js, PALUEN y= Me Notional Organizer ¢ 
are Deve LOGENS Executive Chaplain 


. t \- 
Meeting “with the above execut ive ‘of fficers are the members of the axecutive 
Council. of whom the following are set forth: | os ; 
Mrs. M.My DL. GORDON, : iH oe .. oes 
Mrs, SEL SCH © sy eae 


Mre - 2, fHOLLTN Wo. a . y 
‘Mrs. Cs J, ALLEN:  - 1 4 : 

irs Dy oly! OGAN as i 2. tf és 

Mr. ate ODEETT ; , Sake, _ 

wr. BERNER i 


ouprica lancKeoN- Ne 
Ld HA cong ; 
Go Es ACKSONY 

‘ Jak be HART ; 


‘The Executive Gouneil end thé ‘Executive Staff comprise the headquarters group 
of subject. organizations -Aecording to the Constitution the Peace _Mevement 
_7 of Ethiopie was founded December 7, 1932 at & mecting held at, the home OE 
Mrs and Mrs. GORDON) 3454 South ‘State Street. by the. folloving perees 
Mr. Ee NICTOLS ~ 7 
res SAILSBURY - ee: 
HAD TEYMCG EEN: 
Mr. WALTERY COLEMAN 
Urs. SELMA: BROEN . 
Mrs. CLAR&] Rofmaim 
Virs « Cs GYHOWARD 
Dr. 1. QeluioLEy,* + - : 
ole sefsurny, ee 


It should Be notec here fhats according to information received froh Confidential 
Informant T-l the Pacific Movement of the Rastern World was founded on 

December ds 1932, the same date as that of subject organization. For the 
informatian of the-St.»Louis Field Division, the report of Special Agent 

Ks Ré ROUTON made at’ New York, august 12, 1942, in the case entitled. 

"Pacific Movement of the Eastern World, ine., et al, Internal Security -d;, an 
Selective Service, Espionage — J," on Pare 7 in the signed statement 

obtained from Mino De Guzman, active. in the ee ad Movenent of the Eastern 
World, the ‘following is-set forth: | 


- 
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Second ASSte Pres. 


"Te next organized in the City of Chicago, where we obtained a membership 

of approximately 20,000. Meetings were held at the Odd Fellows Hall, 3333°- 
South State Street.. The officers I remember there are one Mrs, CORDON and ° 
& man naned ALONZO". It is knovm that Madam GORDON has been in St. Louis, | 
Missouri, and in the past was at ee Tllinois, during the race riots 
of. Pas One of her:sons was killed ina race riot at Springfield. 


At a meeting held on February 24, 1933, Mrs. M.M.L. GORDON, the founder of 
the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, was designated to be the Executive President 


 permanently..:: Confidential Source of Information A advised that Mre. GORDON 


said there were 50 chapers OL: subject” group throughout the United States 
located in:Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, arkansas, Texas, 
Missouri,. Indiana, . New York and Pennsylvania. Confidential Source of. 
Information A further advised there were five locals in Chicago ana that 
the following were the officers of these locals: 


Local #1, meeting at 47th and Soa Parkway 


President ~ Mr. JONES , | 3511 Vabash . 
Treasurer + ire i ee 
Secretary — CALLE LM, aT aa al 
First Assts Pres, & is Oo 


a ST Snr 


"Local: #2, necting in he 1400 Block of 14th Street 


President — urafaRancr 
Local #3, Meeting on Butternut Street, East Chicago, Indiana. 


President. ~ tr fooLL ns 


Local #4, meeting: on. weshington. Strect, Gary, Indiana 


President = Mre prar- 


27 10 = 
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Confid ential Socee of Information 4 Rurther: advised that Mrs. GORDON had 

‘ stated her organization ccllected and required no cues and they accepted 
no contribution except for rent and incidental expensese Informant further 
advised that. subject organization ‘had no bank account. aeemil ens Source 
of Information 4 advised that each local was responsible for itS own finances 
and that they turned a share of the money so collected over to the headquarters 
group, headed by Mrs.. GORDON. . This money was: turned over without an accounting 
given it by Mrs..GORDON...Conficential Source of Information A further 


advises that Madam GORDON was born. August 2, 1889, Webster Parrish,, Louisiana, 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent JOHN J. SAVAGE: 


Whrs. purnfeorawin coined at the office on August 27, 1942, and advised that 
shé had odtained the address of MADAM GORDON, which. she said is at 44th and 
State Streets, Third Floor, west side of State Street, over the Recbeation 
Pool Parlor. MRS.. COLEMAN further advised that-she-had attempted to attend 
& meeting held by HADAM GORDON at 3144 South State Street on August 26, 1942. 
She said that the announcement of this meeting had been-made at a meeting _ 
held August 23,.1942, in which a request for all the old members to attend 
the meeting of August 26, 1942, jas made.. Urs. .COLEM iN proceeded to the 
mecting place‘at 6:30 Palte and-upon arriving there learned that all women 2 
were being excluded fron the meeting... She stated that she was forced to leave. 
“the meeting place, -but while there and before the meeting had stetted she 
recognized a man whom ‘she said belonzed to a movement at Washineton Park. 

_ This man was knoim to’ MRS. COLEM/N as FRED. She stated that this man was 

' one of the persons who hac been urging negroes to rebellion. MRS. COLEMIN 
said that she had-talked to a Mr. JONES, residence and first name unknown 
to her, - outside of the meeting place. The conversation only lasted a few 
minutes,:according to informant, but during that conversation MRS. COLEMAN 

_ said she’was acvised by JONES. that FRED was urging the members of MADAM 
GORDON'S movement to be ready for the day. when they would have a chance to 
rise in rebellion. FRED was also recognized by MRS. COLMUN as being: present 
at a:meeting held at Baconts Casino on 47th Street a short time ago in which 
meeting she stated pro—Japanese talks. were mace, After he conversation with 
WR. JONES, MRS. COLEMAN said she left the meeting Place because she felt 

= that it would be useless to stay any longer Since sne could ‘not gain 
‘admittance. 


ee 


ra : 
clerk in the 
is, ana which bcre 
disclosed the 


Court records made available to Peport ine agent by | aepu 
Clerk's Office of the Super ior Court of Chicago, Tin 
the number 3751961, captioned Ethiopian Peace Novan 
following arormne Tens 


4n accounting action was brought asainst MiADAL MITTIE L. GORDON anc the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement by several former menbers of the original movement 
concerning the money which had been collected by MADAM GORDON for. the purpose | 
of sending delegates to Liberia and Ethiopia. ; . 
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"Inasmuch as the investigation of this record was forthe purpose -of obtaining 
information concerning the.account or source of funds -of the Ethiopian Peace 

‘ Movement, the names of the pleintiffs were not obtained, except as ‘set out 
herein below as some of ‘them testified. . : 


HN Ho.. ff MERRIVEATHER, acting ‘secretary. The books of the organization were 
very complete. and. set’ out .a. long list of contributors, most of whom 
contributec very small amounts, a : 


The spe reflected that the books of the organization were kepy by 2. . 


These records covered a period fron 1932 to 1937, It was noted from the 
records, which were very voluminous, that MRS. GORDON testified that she 

kept all of the money in cash until the early part of 1937 at which time she 
purchased travellers checks from the American Express Company. This. was done 
because. some complaint had been made to the States Attorney of Cook County, | | 
Illinois, during the éarly part of 1937, and he had advised that the money 
should be either placed in the bank or some safe depository. It was revealéd 
by the record that no other source of income existed other than the voluntary 
contributions made by the members of the organization. — , 


The organization consisted of four branches, according to the records, the first 
being located at MADAM GORDON's address; the second at 1050 West 13th Street; 
the third at-1459 West. 14th Street; the fourth at 1824 Vest Taylor, all of 
Chicago, Illinois, The records further reflected that during the coursé.of 
the trial, which lasted for some time, the Peace Movement expendea all of the 

‘ money in the treasury for the purpose of sending delegates to Liberia. | 


In this connection it was noted that the President of Liberia had addressed a 
letter to MADAM GORDON, which was part of the transcript of evidence, Page 186, 
in which he advised that Liberia did not desire any men to be- sent to the 
country, but did desire that the wonen come. eS 


The records reveal that “WILLIAM o Fsicrra, attorney for the plaintiffs in the 
action, set out in his brief that-a MRS. ELMAyMOBBINS had testified that MRS. 
GORDON mace statements to the effect that thefflag of the United. States would 
never hang over, her head, It was noted that in the transcript of evidence, 

Page 70, VELMAMDOBBINS testified that she had heard MRS. GORDON say that the 

Br HEL A flag would never hang over her head, The records also reflected that 
ETHELQ@WADDER, in the transcript of evidence Page 27, testified that MRS. GORDON <. 
had said she would tear the American flag to-shreds if it. were ever hung in her 
meeting places. ETHEL WADDELL was one of the plaintiffs in this-ections 


It was also reflected by the record that branches of the organization existed. 
in Louisville, Kentucky, arid st. Louis, Missouri, ~ The Louisville Branch was 
under the leadership of ferahip GPa, spstaaty ot not given. The St, Louis 


branch was under the leadership df TE. J, ALLEN, .address-not given. ; | 
5 = ° ] 
ae 
er . 
12> 
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"A decision was reached in the case by: the Special Master: in Chancery who 
heard the issues, which was to the effect that the plaintiffs! cause of action 
could not be sustained due to the fact.that MRS, GORDCN and her follower 
were the original owners of the society, Ethiopian Peace Movemente It was. 
further recommended by the Special Master that a small sum of money collected 
by the plaintiffs in the action be turned over. to-liadam GORDON on the theory 
that they hac collected the money by using the name of the organization. . 
There was no record in this case reflecting whether or, not the recommendations 
of the Spseial Master had been carried out. The last order was a motion for 
a rule against the plaintiffs to show cause why they should not pay the cost 
of the action and turn over te. aan ‘GORDON ‘the’ ome sum of money ecuer 
to belong to. Hers eS ; Aa fe ee 
the meeewa: Aiso contained a list of thousands of names which. were attached to 
a petition requesting Government aid in returning negroes to their native. _ 
sfrica, The petition was addressed to’ the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, : , : 


The record also contained numerous letters from various officials and State 
executives endorsing the movement of the return of the negroes to their 
native Africas In addition to the voluntary contributions made by the members 
of the organization, which were mostly in amounts of ten cents and fifty cents, 

_Some small incomé was derived from the sale of buttons. .The nature of the 
buttons was not disclosed by the records, The income received by the 
organization was allocated in two parts, The first part was: used for current 
expenses, anc the second part was accumulatec for the. purpose of paying. the 

, “two celgates expenses to Liberia, It was noted from the records that the 
income of the organizations was barely sufficient to mect the cost of renting 
a meeting place and paying the expenses such as heat and light for the various | 
meetingse The delegate fund was accwnulated over a psricd of some five years 
until the amount was over $1,000.00. This was the: amount expended for the 
celegates expenses while the trial was in progress, This” eepend tuare Was 
uphelec by the Special Master in Chancery, 


'The'record of the organizations “income ‘as disclosed by- this . Court record only 
coverec the period .from its organization up until 1937. There was no mention 
of any bank account nor any Gépository other than the purchase of the American 
Express Company's travellers checks, A long list-of the checks purchased is 
set out in‘the record and the numbers of each check copied into the records 
No notations of these numbers were made because of the’ fact that the checks 
were in very small amounts and occupied a considerable part of the rédord,t 
Special Agent Royal Stauffer conducted the following investigation. The 

JONES and RATTNER REALTY COMPANY, 34 East 47th Street, advised 
That the Boulevard Hall located at. 336 Bast. 47th Street and used by subject 


organization as a meeting place on Sunduy evenings was owned by theme He 
acvised this building has been subleased for the past six months to one: 


; ‘ “l3~- | . . : 7 
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ee a ecient ed: council man of that district who maintains offices 
in the same builcing. The realty company advised “that whatever rentals, bia 
“SNEED. obtained fof the rental of this builéing would not be- reflécted an 
heir records, Therefore, a lead is being set forth to contact Mre:S SNEED - 
vo ascertain the persons responeabiS for the re ntal- of the hall: and -the , 
manner in which the payments are being ma dee. 


MADAM MWatteL. “GORDON and mee husband, WILLD GCRDON, -reside at 3441 Soith 
State Stree t. Mr, Ww. « (ficCLENN Mi of the ¥. H. McClennan and Sons Realty. 
Coripany, 639 East 83lst sitet, advised Special Agent Royal Stauffer -that the 
property at 4451 S. State Street is leased by WILLIAM GORDON on the yearly 
“basis, the lease expiring on August 1, 1943.6 Mr. REYNOLDS. stated the monthly 
rent payments amounting to 25 & month jis paid promptly with a 932.50 old 
‘age pension check received from the State of Tllinois. Mr. NeCLB THAN acvised 
that on occasions Mrs. GORDON pays the rent. .He further stated. that she 
appeared. to him to be a vicious type of individual and that he was aware 
ofthe fact ‘that Mr. and ae GORDON are affiliated with a Back to Africa 
movement with a meeting place at 3144 South State Street. Mr. McCLENMAN 
“further edvised that he Pines the hall at 31449G,State Street but that rs 
GRANT actully rented this hall upon the recommendation of Mrg GO"DON torhin. 
Mr. McCLENNAN stated that GRANT is enployed at the International Harvester 
Company, that he resides at 5058 5. State Street, telephone Atlantic: 0162 
and that Grant paid cash for the Hell at 3144 South State Street, to the 
amount of $25 per nonth. g . ia 


4. mail cover was placed on MADAL © GORDON and WILLIAM GORDON on August 10, 1942, 
the results of which are set forth nerewith: ; . 


Letter or . _ Reet Sender & 


- postcard Recipient : Address postmark. - Postmark 
Card ~ MM. LeGORDOY 4451 5. StateSt. | Poplarville,Miss. Theo.G.” 
= ; fKugust 11, 1942 Bieby, 
U.S. Senate, 
Aprie & ; 
Forestry 
Letter M.Le Gordon LLSL S.State Sb. Crigler y. firk... 
mee ; -7 . August. 11, 1942 
Letter. Madan MUH.Le Gordon 4451 S.State ‘St. ~..Center, Miss, Ral Box 
: fugust 13, 1942 95 
Letter , Urs. Ms L. Gordan: 4451 State St. ; / Minneapolis, Jinn Margaret 


August 18, 1942 & Bill 
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Letter or~ 
Postcard. - 


Letter 


Letter 


Letter , 


Letter 
Letter 


Letter | 


Letter 


Reéipient 
Mr Se 


Mrs. 


“Mrs, M.M.L.Gordon 


gordon 


iM.L 


MOJM.L.Gordon 


Ti.M.L.Gordon 


‘Mr. Gordon 


. M. M . L eGordon 


iyo 


- Widress: 


4451 8. State Sti 


4451 S. State St. 


L451 S.State Sty 


Maude M.Gordon 4451 S.State St. 


A451 S.State St. 


4451 S,State 3t.- 


4451 S. State St, 


8/25/42 


_ Postmark © 


‘Lone, Miss 
huge 19, 1942 
_ Waynesboro, Miss. 


Giles: 22, 19/2. 


' Benton Harbor, 


Mich, 8/25/42 
Alexandira, La. 


“hite Cloud, 
Mich, 8 27/42 


Cairo, Til 
9/4/42 


sender & 


Address 


 Jaetia 


' Johnson 


T.H.Bernare 
Matherville, 
Miss. 


Shore Drive 


- “c/o James 


Clark 


Mrs. Lulu 


. Stevenson, 
| 914 Fulton 


Mary Gause 
White Cloud 
fichigan 


Harme L, 
Roberts 
1801} 


Commercial 4,,. 


‘Kokogo, Ind. 


9/7/42 


Emmanuel 
Nelson -- 


The facts in instant case are being presented to Assistant United States — 
Attorney WILLIAM CONNOR in accordance with instructions received for his * 
opinion as to the prosecution of the leaders of instant groups Mr. Connor 
stated he is taking the matter uncer advisement and’ has; requested an opinion 
from the Department as to prosecutive possibilities, and authority to procéed. 


ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU: 


Two photostatic copies of the Constitution of the Peace Mov 
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- PENDING 


me 15s 


v4 


Page 52 


ement of Ethiopia. 


\ 


UNDEVELOPED, LES iwDS , 


‘TO. ALL. OFFICES « 


All. offices receiving copies of this report will make a check 
of the indices and report all information available pertaining to the ~~ 
Ethiopian Peace Movement, also known as the Peace Movement/ of Ethappia, ° 
and subjects M.M.L. GORDON, WILLIAM GORDON; J.8. LOGAN, alias DB. bogan, 
alias David Logans It should be noted that 1 “\DAM GORDON has stated that 
there are presently active chapters. in the various field divisions receiving 
copies of this BeROv ts 


“THE JACKSON FIELD DIVISION - 


at Center, Mississippi, will aséertain the identity, activities 
and associates of the holder of Route 1, Box 95, Center, Mississippi, it being 
ascertained that this individual wrote to subject MADAM GORDON on August 13s. 
19426 


At. ties Mississippi, aad conduct a similar investigation: of 
Jaellal Johnson , it being noted that this individual wrote to Madam GORDON 
on August 195 19426 

it Waynesboro, Mississippi, will conduct a similar investigation 
of T. 4.) ERMARE who wrote to the subject on August 22, 1942. t shoulda be 
noted that Mi 4M GORDON has indicated that there were chapters of her 
organization in many southern states including Mississippi. 


THE IND TANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION 


At East Chicago, Inciana, will conduct an investigation of the 


_ persons residing at 3830 Guthrie Stree t, Indiana Harbor, Indiana, with post 


office, East Chicago, Illinois, it being noted that these individuals wrote 
to subject MADAM GORDON on puauSt 2h y 1942. 


THE SPRINGER” ELD FIELD. DIVISION 
Re ascertain the identity and activities and associetes: of Hayne LofRoverts, ~ 


18014 Commercial ivenue, Cairo, Illinois. This indivicual wrote td Macem Gordon 
on September, Ay 1942 % 


At. Cairo, Tllinois » will conduct such investigation vif ‘recessary 


THE GRAND BLPDIS FIELD DIVISION 


kt Benton Harbor, will conduct saci investigation as is necessary to ascertain . 
the identity, activities and associates of the box holder of R3 North Shore 
Drive, Benton Harbor, Michigan, it being noted that a letter was addressed to 
Mrs. Gordon with a return address in care of James/Clark, R3, Norsk Shore Drive, 
postmarked jiugtist 25, 1942. 


2163 
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{ At White Claud, Michigan, will conduct a sinilar investigation of 
Mary Gause, it being noted that a letter was sent by this individual to Madam 
GORDON on August 27, 1942 


THE NEY ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION 
ascertain the identity, activities and associates of Mrs, Lulyfotevenson, 914 


Fulton Street, ilexandria, Louisiana. 4 letter was sent by this individual 
to Hadem Gordon on August 25, 1942, 


At hlexandria, will conduct such investigation as Rivose to 


at uebster Parrish, will endeavor to verify the birth record of 
Subject MADAM GOVDON who was born in Webster Parrish, Louisiana, on aurust 
2, 1889 and will furnish such background information concerning her as is 
available. -s 


THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISTON 


at Chicago, will maintain contact with conficential informant to 
develop further information concerning the ectivities of subject organization. 


Will conduct an investigation of HARRIS, reportedly a 
janitor at 5808 Indiana Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, who attended a secret 
business meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on June 17, 1942, to develop 
his activites and associates , it being notoc that HARRIS claincd Japanese 

‘were circulating money frecly among the negroes to win their sympathy. 


and associates of H. fONTTEN, Jr., 4741 South State Street, Chicago, Tllinois, 


Will Th pwr a sinilar investiagtion to determine the activites 
omer of the automobile bearing Illinois license 1942, No. 1,147,186. 


will conduct similar investigation to determine the activities of 
J»B, LOGAN for the purpose of obtaining his home address and activities, it being 
noted that this individual is an officer of subject organization. : 

Will interview CHARLES SNEED, who maintains offices at 366 East 
47th Street, SNEED subleases. building knomm as Boulevard Hall which is the 
meeting place of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia.e 


will obtain from SNEED the name of the person who rents the hall 
and the method of payment for its use, 


ENDING 


-17- 
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The Confidential Source of information is Assistant: United States Attorney 


Pao 


William Connor, U.S. Department of Justice, Chicago, Illinois, , 


No 


Spy 
sot UR 


wide 


a. et : ce 
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Subject: : 


Letter of Transmittal. 
Lt. Cols Je Edgar Hoover 

' Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 


The attached communications are forwarded for yot 


tion and such action as you consider advisable. 


{ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 


Military Intelligence Service - phe: 


Washington 


SEP 5192 = 102968 | 


For the Chief, Military Intelligence 


fide On. BISSELL 
covbnel, General Stafr, 


« McGuire ....----- 


. Quinn Tamm.... I 


». Nesee.........--- | 


“bu Bice es 


Asst. Executive Officer, M. I. S. . 


oa nan {\i} ae A 


9 eeRg IPRS re v 
ALL Poles (ieee 

AE 7: $ sera _ 
GAGE 7-3-1 WY 


> 7? 
° | | mag 
‘ ot INDEXED 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
1 PADQUARTERS SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 4 
SERVICES OF SUPPLY 
OFFICE, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION : 


 CORFRES OF HOARE 


Chicago, ILLinois 
“(Place)” 
B 336.8 = Japs-llegro duly 30, 1942 - 


” (Date) 
‘Subject: Ethicpian Peace Movement 


+e State Street, Chicago, Illinois 
Summary of Information: 


= It is reported that subject held a aseting Sunday Afternoon 
June 12, 1942 at Boulevard Hall, located at Ath and South Parkway, 
Chicago, A Mr. Jones » business nenager of the organigation headquartors 
at 3134 5. State Strect, presided. oO 

& Hes, Gordon spoke and remarked: "There are many things I 
would Likes to say but those things cannot be said in an open nesting, 7 
She spoke of tho Grang Jury which was at the tine making inguiries as 
to where the funds were coming from for the use of the organization, 


, ened that if any attempt were made to raid the headquarters or the Vest 
* Side Hall or Morgan Park headquarters or any effort made to bleck or 
break up the movenent, "Well ‘set this dann city afire, " 


although the organization had no Gireest. connections with Japan, contact 
is maintained through "Mesba®, She mentioned having heard a news flash 
over Radio Station WBGM that the Japs had attacked Alaska and she pree 
Gicted that it would be only a matter of days until they ywould be hore,” 
, ‘and we know what we will have to do,” : 


Gorden Zurther stated that their religion 4a the Moslem and 


It has recently been reported that a letter is being circu- 
lated among ths members of the Susject, alleged to have been written to 
their leader, lire, Bittig Morden, by Senator Theodore G.Xfilbo of Higge 
issippi, in waich letter “the Senator was said to have stated that he was 
very sorry to learn that Cordon had been questioned by the Grand Jury, 
The Senator's letter further stated that he approves of tho subject and 
advised Gordon to continue collecting Negro signatures for her program 
and promised that ha would preacnt it te the Senate at the close of tho 
Ware . 


Previous Distribution: 


Ne Maryn 
sed Sebi s Bags Evaluation 
Distribution : Peg) -of source -of information 


PBI, Chicago 
ONI, HD 


5 _______..._ Reliable. 


SP4- Brae ic redible 


MIS, War Dept. Questionable - 
ele) yp —__A___Undetermined___x&__ 
a od ihe SS 
a a J i _ ENC 
4 Wy 4 § 
U —GONFIDENTIAL— gs 
a . ih oo oss, UH 16—-17097-1 Gro 


SA? G-te 


: She admitted she did not give then the requested information, She threat- 


ae 


a. 


ANY 
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; It was further reported that the signaturcs of the 
Negroes are being collected by Hrs, Gordon for the purposé of 
establishing a Negro state in the South and one in Liberia, 
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FBI CGO 9/20/42 729 PM  JMD DATE_2 7a BY _SPeasa ae 
RAE 
DIRECTOR | ee 4 olf 
HGORBON, ET AL, 
sat 


Sc ussects MITTIE GORDON, WILLIAMKGORDON, ee DAVID sf.ocas 
ny) EEPEENENDED TODAY ON WARRANTS CHARGING SEDITION AND CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT 


§ SEDITION. - -SIGNED STATEMENT FROM WILLIAM GORDON IMPLICATES HIMSELF AND 

yy MITTIE GORDON. MITTIE GORDON HAS MADE DAMAGING ORAL STATEMENTS TO eae 
<j BUT REFUSED TO SIGN STATEMENT. JONES AND LOGAN DENY ANY PART IN 

NconsPrracy. AUTHORITY REQUESTED TO ISSUE PRESS REL lod 24 W porns. 


JOHNSON om 
_ — 0-9, 
> OL aG rN br Fh [- ss Z 
~~ ie, | AGE Vga? SEP 24 1942 
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INTERNAL SECURITY Jey SEDITION 
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COPIES DESTRovED, \~%-54 (344 Vsiy 


MW 39359 DoelId:32744070 Page 61 


Lan Yor fen 


FDZ, mene hepecaat = : ! Mr. em: i 
, , fh = hae el hip Wr Mtns. Baw wannen 
fretas # SUSTCE : y 2 fir. Michc’s .--------- 
“4 oun TURIEATARS SEETIO [ne aa een 
| ; -€ — SEP 21 1949 Im cnt ae - 
Lr ee sae soe 
[Aw 74 ; Mr. Bender --- 4 
' q ‘ : TELETYPE jes Bras leTeece 
: (Mr. Meas ee 
Mir. Quird: 7S 
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DIRECTOR ee 7 


Tone. UE CE MOVEMENT TO ETHIPIA, Re PEA 
MAUD LEN ORDON, WA ETAL - INT AL SECURITY Jo, D TION. SUBJ 
MITTIE MAUD LENA’ GORDON, WILLIA ORDON, DAVID. J&SLOGAN, AND SEAN™JON 
ARRAIGNED BEFORE Us Se COMMISSIONER TODAY. ALL SUBJECTS PLEADED NOT . 
swe-GUILTY. BOND OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS SET’ FOR MITTIE GORDON, FIVE 

THOUSAND FOR GHERXE=ORRRM OTHER THREE SUBJECTS. HEARING SET FOR OCTOBER 


| SEVEN. a 
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_~7 | JOHNSON INFOR! MATION CO a NED 
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FEDERAL BUREAG GF INVESTIGATION Se 


. U.S. DEPARTHERT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION =~ 


en 
SEP 22 1942 ee 
4 N Wi. Vevey... eee 
re _ 4H hy: Setson (ost eeias 
TELETYPE ir, Coffey ..2------ ee 
- i fay. Handen ..-.----- 


Pir. Myumer....------ 


r | 
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d 


ee iss TEI 4 iN repay Mr. Quinn Tamm. ... 
HEREEN IS UACLASSIFIED 
ATE7-3°%% . BY.SP4-BtAAn 
FBI- CHICAGO SEPTEMBER, 22, 1942 37. 837 wy 
z i A ff 
DIRECTOR Oy Be ane 
/ ‘, 


PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIP KA EEREGRAN. Kix ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT, 
MADAME MITTIE MAUD LENAXGORDON, WA ETAL =, INTERNAL#SECURITY Je - SEDITION .. 
STATTEXE STATEMENT TAKEN FROM MADAME GORDON WHICH SHE HAS REFUSED TO 
SIGN, BUT ACKNOWLEDGES AS TRUE, WHICH ADMITS THAT SINCE DECEMBER, NINE- 
TEEN FORTYONE, SHE HAS TOLD MEMERS THEY ARE NOT Ue Se CITIZENS BUT ARE. 
LIBERIAN CITIZENS AND OWE ALLEGIANCE ONLY TO THE FLAG OF LIBERIA, THAT 
PRESIDENT BARCLEY OF LIBERIA IS THEIR PRESIDENT AND NOT PRESIDENT ROO- 
SEVELTe ADMITS MAKING ANNOUNCEMENT OF JAPANESE VICTORIES WHICH WAS MET 
WITH APPLAUSE FROM THE IENCEe ADMITS ANNOUNCING ALLEGED ACTS 
BRUTALITY AGAINST NEGRQ’ SOLDERS IN ARMY CAMPS. RELEASED FROM ODY 
Ue Se MARSHAL AFTER STING TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND. WILLIA ORDON, 
SEON(JONES, DAVID Je#kOGAN STILL IN CUSTODY OF MARSHAL. 


A AND H PLS eine 
9-43 PM OK FBI WASH DC PW 


# 
RECORDE 


snr LeO=/ 
A B 


MW 39359 Doold: 32744070 Page 63 


an 


Po ns ee = — —— —o = TH : 
F . ; re THIs6n aA 
. <a e : , Ss as . » ELA, Tamm. 
JOHN EOGAR HOOVER: ~ : ) / _—_—— 


DIRECTOR. - Clege — 


» Glavin 


Federal Burean of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice ar. Tracy 
Washington, B. ¢. . re Rows 


. Carson 


September 23, 192 Nie. Coffey 


Mr. Hendon 


JON 2kib r. Holloman 


Ar. Quing Tamm 


Mes Horbo 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR Tete. Room 
RE: COLORED AMERICAN NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

a.k.a. WASHINGTON PARK FORUM; ALLAH 

TEMPLE OF ISLAM, a-k.a. THE MOSLEM; 

PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, a.k.a. 

ETHEOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J; SEDITION. 


9 Miss Beahm 


Miss Gandy 


In addition to the information contained in my memorandum to you dated 
September 22, 192, in the above captioned matter, the following is submitted: 


Allah Temple of Islam, also known as The Moslem: 


Sub ject Pauline Bahar was taken into custody on September 22, 192, by 
Bureau Agents at Cnicago, Illinois. . 


Thirty-two remaining members of the Moslem group who were taken into 
custody September 20 an 21942, were arraigned and pleaded guilty. A bond of 
$5,000 was set for each member. 


Peace Movement of Ethiopia, also known as Ethiopian Peace Movement: 


Subject. Mittie Maud ‘Lene Gordon gave 4 aigeed statement to Bureau Agents 
witich she has refused to sign but_acknowledges as trué. Tnts statement contains 
information to_the effect that since December, 1941, she has told members of this 
organization they are not United States. citizens but are Liberian citizens and 
is their President. and not President Roosevelt. 

Subject Gordon admits making announcement of Japanese. victories before 
members of this group and that such announcements were met with a great deal of 
applause from the audience. She also admits ainouncing alleged acts of brutality 
against negro soldiers in Army camps. — cay 


{ . ‘ jt 
Subject Mittie Gordon was released fron custody of-the Untted States-) | 
Marshal after posting a $10,000 bond. William. Gordonf her hilsband, deor Jones, 
. and David'‘Logan are still in custody of the United State ° yn 
ean eee 6 MEER 26 19427 


I shall advise you of any future developments in this case. 


Respectfully, ye. . 


fon PM fact 


D. M. Ladd — 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF | INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
Hecate MADE AT 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
THE 


ay 
' PRACE MOVEMENT. TO. ETHIOPIA, aka Ethiopian Peace 
Movement;~~~ acne en 


MADAM MITTIE MAUD rena bonDon, wa, et al; 


: NY eweno. 100-3512 


REPORT MADE BY 


KENNSTH R. ROUTON 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


DATE WHEN MADE 


9/25/h2 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


Beles 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~ J 
SEDITION 


’ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


WALTER WINCHELL on his radio bedasesets ‘during the months 
of My and June, 192 did not make the statement "Seattle 
has just been bombed." However, in substance, he did. 
State that GHANDI had taken sides with Japan in his action 


of passive resistance, Statements as made by HINCHELL set 
forth. 


‘. 


-RUC-=} 


REFERENCE : Teletype from Chicago to New York dated September 22, 1912. 


DETAILS : | In reference teletype Chicago advised that subject GORDON 

was alleged to have said on June 21, 192 "I have just heard 
on my radio that MAHATMA GHANDI, an ardent pacifist, has joined Japan and is» 
splitting through India" and that "Seattle has just been bombed.‘ The 
subject in a voluntary statement advised that she heard this broadcast by 


WALTER WINCHELL on one of his regular Sunday evening broadcasts during tay 
or dune, 19)2.. 


Through investigation it was ascertained that Lennen and 
Mitchell, 17 East 5th Street, New York City; sponsored the Juergens Lotion 
and Juergens Journal Program and handled the program made: =by WALTER WINCHELL. 
Copies of the broadcasts by WALTER WINCHELL were obtained: and reviewed by the 
writer for the months of May and June of 19))2. There was no statement made 
by WINCHELL that "Seattle has just been bombed. tt ~-HOwevér , the foreign quota- 
tion is taken from WINCHELL'S speech of June 21, . 1gh2,~on which subject GORDON 
probably based her statement: "Seattle, Washington: The Pacific coast from 
Alaska: to: California is dimmed out tonight. ThisZaction followed an attack 
on Vancouver wean Brien Go; jugbia, “by. Jan! enemy submarine. A number of 


athe | § 2 
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APPROVED AND: CLAL AGENT / -- 
FORWARDED: PI-CHARGE 
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NY 100-3522 ey 


shells were fired at Estanan Point. No damage or casualties," The 
following quotation is also taken from WINCHELL'S broadcast of June 21, 

._ which in substance is to the effect that MAHATMA GHANDI has joined with 
Japan: "Washington: For practical purposes -- GHANDI has thrown his 
weight against the United Nations —- Passive resistance in blunt military 
terms means that Japan is free to mrch across India = to join Hitler 

‘in the Arabian Ocean -- there is no* doubt ainmong the Allies — that the 
United Nations will resist this line of Japanese march ==» with India — 
without India or against India." 


The above mentioned transcripts of WINCHELL'S broadcasts are 
being returned to Lennen and Mitchell and inasmich as no leads are outstanding 
in this division, this case is being referred upon completion to the office 
of origine ; 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN = 
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uiOn eae such action as you consi ider advisable. 


+ Enclosures:. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


a et : 1 
c an : : 7 . 
3 : , 


‘WAR DEPARTMENT oS 
Military. Intelligence Service * » 
Washington 


SEP 24 2 
Wi 
Letter of Transmittal. 


Lte Col. Je Edgar Hoover' 


Department of Justice 


er ; 
The attached communications are Porwavded for your linforfie- we 


an f Les 
+ Bee 
\vee 


|For the Chief, Military Intelligence Servite: 


. clay Tiss Re coe 


‘T, BISSELL f) 
a ‘Go¥nel, General Stafr, 
‘Asst. Fxeecutive ‘Officer, Me. Ie Se™ 


a 


RECORDED. 


, INDEXED 


ne rice 


Mae 
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HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH CORPS AREA 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF 
? FOR MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, G-2: , 


SEL): 


come anteeret 


le. (3 


In reply refer to: 


Omaha, Nebraska, 


me 


| reat & ’ oe * | . June 17, 1942. | 

| Ge2 1142.2/391 sh | | o | | 

Ys] 

“S 

“\ 

SUBJECT: “Pease Hovomautt of Ethiopia" G 
TOs Assistant chief of Staff: 


‘wWilitery Intelligence Services (Ge2) 

Var Bopartment General Starr : 

bt by 3. ‘ S 
Yiachingtom, De Ce 


\ 

N 

\ 

‘ 
; 

Intlesed hevowith for ata information is cepy af mopar’ reebived 
at this office from a religble soureao in 6¢ Louth. iiesouri, A call to ‘| 
editors of tho Negro newspapers aaeaeen. that, while _zhoy have heard of this 

mooting im Chicago,-they had mot heard of a mie effort in Gt Louis. 
editor of the fo Louis Ancrican eaad he thought it wan goma of 
Sliekers* there in Chicé&ge > allartiing just encther easy money 


ig, The 
nose "alty 
rackets 


aN 

| \ 
oo . 
\ : 
| . 
| u. J, LISTON, a 
es GoLlonol, Gk, 
\ | #6 Of 6, G2. 

: Tnels 

fener’ ro mocting 
in Chicago 

| ges GB ECA 

; * 

l Ait a busty, ENCLOSURE 
[ Vr Iy 7 [ov — [a U4 /o- [4 
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fhe following 4¢ a report of a mooting iu Chicago of the "Peace Movement of — 
Ethiopia", hola Sunday, Hay 31, 1642, This report, from a reliadlo SOUPCO 
indicates that active propagendizing for Nazism is going on among Hegroas, 
although this ig one of tho few actual proeNazd meetings which have coms %o 
our attentions 


 "fhie noeting wad hold, not at 47th end Preivigg but at 868 Be A7th Sto 
the ehief spoalera words Mire Je BpfLocan, lréTordoa and irs ¢/ Gordonte= 


SIRE (567) 


"All of the speakoro except Mir. Gordon were brief, spoalding approx . 
imately 10 or 15 minutose Mere Logan streased the faet that tho . 
Nagis were not gettlug their fair share of land, economis goodo and 
racial rightse , bg sf OS 


"Ure Cordon (who I suppose is the hvabamd of irge Gordon) featured 

. of article from tho Pittsburgh Courier by Je Ae Rogerée Hin. spseoh 

_ was primarily o eulogy of Hitler, showing that Uitler waa not hesttilo 

to the Negroose He said that Hitler said he 41€ not haté the Negros, 
ho only pitied tham. Hs read noorly all of this artiele from Rogorse 
lig read it very slowly and haltingly <ose haltiugly thet I went and got. 
the article immediately. i then found that ho was not truthfully roade 
ing the article at allo Ho was just intecducing a tigsue of Mes which 
hed no part in Rogora’ articles — 


€ SAE 


"ge Gordea centinuog to emphasize that the Peace Movemont of BehLopia 
was @ business orgenizatione It was going to get in Afrier land end 
wealthe fe Negre would bo permitted to build a church ho snide If 
any Negro attempted it, bo would be run out ond killed. Tho Noprocs 
. in Afvioa would thon bo show by the P&ace. Movemeut how toe build 
é plenes, tanks, submarines, battleships with which thay would fight 
al white poople likes holie , 


a 


“Bofore Lree Gordon vas tatredueed soma women sang a piece in wich 
the audience joined, with the words runaing about like thing 


Stand by roe Gordon and keep stil, 

Sho hag never failed us end sha never will. 
iivee Gordon nover lose a battle : 
Stick to her still. ; 

Sho is fighting our present battle, 

And she'll win with a wille 


Siete 


"Aithouts giving. tho mame of she book sho read semp doloful paragraph 
from a book whose. authar cho gave as Willian Ae Maddtols oy Meddlcke 


i started to make a notation bit a man who. tis stationsd nour mo said, 
‘no uritang’e Eo hed been sont to stand by mo from tho moment I camo 


' &m tha houcde Whea I took my seat, I asked 
AirG Eva) the man dm front of mo who the opsalor wage Evidently X¥ leoked wausual 
VIE SO some of the offisors at the door come over the man emi called hin | 
rel to the beck of the House. Thore they evidently asked him what I had 
peke sald, so they atatic ar bye 
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"ese Gordom cada not a word ebout tho Jows oy Cormns, but che did saya: 

. 400 Deee 7th ono bildion black people, ow colored people, atruck for - . 
fveedome’ Sho thea wont on to praise Harous Corvey, a domagagie Megro 
who wight after the last World Var engaged 4n more race baiting and 
prejudice arousing than any Negro ef recorded timde or speech was 
vory short, lasting oaly 5 miuutsge 


Theva were approxinately 820 poopde there, 298 im the audlénce and 

42 men and 3 women on the stage There was mo ane of éuffleieat prom 
_ dnence for mm to. mow hime. All tha spenlors uced bad English and tho 

agus and verbs eeldom ley down in harmony and psace togethers 


TUT SUTVETECCOSIST SSIS ICTETIT ELITIST TTT eee Tere Tee Tree Tere errr rer Terres e 
coocovcella Nogross a6 ignorant and backward ae these would be taldng: 
active steps to defend or to support Adeloh Hitler and ths Yazis, unless 
they were palde Somathing elso was ovident too, more stress waa placed 
upon. defense of Geymeny by fay than of Jopate Thig ie wholly. away fron 
the usual Segre angle which is to stress the color phase of tha Japanssds 
2 atate without fear of any contradietion that thid a subversive move- 
ment, subaidized by subversive peoples They are ao ceagéhous of. their 
 wacdous position. that thay object to anyous taking notese This is 
extremly wiusual becauga as a rule they aro publicity hounds end thins 
that you ate going to give then newspapor eccoumts, a6 woloome roporters.” 


ee Ee Sa HY 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO FILE NO. 100-2475 


REPORT MADE. AT DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


WHICH MADE 
THOMAS E. MYERS 


sapere 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


THIOPTAN PEACE OVEMENT; MITTIE MAUD LENA 
i) with alias Madam“Gordon; WILLI ORDON; DA 
i with alias JoBe Logan, DeJ.Logan; 


INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION eT ee eet 


{ i. 
sYNoPsis OF FACTS: Indices of the El Paso Office reflect no record sapgece. aes 
| organization nor of Subjects MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, a 28 
a WILLIAM GORDON and DAVID LOGAN or altases these individuals. ™ 


. -RUC= 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent RICHARD He AXTELL, dated at Chicago ; 
a Illinois, September 16, 1942. 


DETAILS: The indices of the El Paso Field Division were sehnined with 
_ negative results as to a record of the Peace Movement to 
: Ethiopia or the Ethiopian Peace Movement. The indices of 
_ this office likewise failed to reflect any record of 
Subjects MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, WILLIAM GORDON and DAVID 
LOGAN by their true names or known aliases. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


ve -_ FORMATION CONTAINED: 
ade | , HEE AS UNCLASSIFIED 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


62 Bureau ~ 
2 -. Chicago 
2- El Paso — 


\ Sard vw i U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE~Q— 7—2NA4 
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Roo a os = Cy Lt, SS | 
er . ? . Fs 2 ve ; . . 
> Sederal Bureau of Investination 


United States Department of Justice 
707 U. S. COURT HOUSE 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
September 30,! 1942 


/ 
“K/. Director 
Federal Bureau of investication 
Washington, D. C. 


i 


| 
| ) Re: THE PEACE, MOVEMENT 70 ETHIOPIA, also _ 
ev geet te We OPI OIA now las BIMIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 
AL | f cae rete COMPAL iN TIE MAUD LENA“GORDON, with alias; 
levee _ iain Poh Al TAM“GORDON; DAVID-LOGAN, with aliases 
BERCH ve UNOLASSIP Hy ED INTERNAL SECURITY - J 


OD ATE. BY 3 SEDITION 


- Reference is ee to the report of Special Agent RICHARD W. 

| a AXTELL at Chicago dated September 16, 1942 in the above captioned matter, 
office of origin Chicago, and to the report of Special Agent K. R. ROUTON 

at New York dated August 12, 1942, office of or ioe Louis. 


CL OP7 0 -RIP 


ie 
v 


RECORDED COPY FILED UF 


In the above referenced report of Special ‘Agent. -AXTELL a lead 
was set. out to this office to check our indices and report all information 
available. pertaining to the Ethiop Peace Movement,..also known as the 

-” Peace Movement of Ethiopia, and stbjects M. M. LY GORDON, WILLIAM GORDON, . 
J. B. LOGAN, with aliases D. B.“ LOGAN and “DAVID LOGAN "It is found upon 5 = 
‘review of the above referenced Teport ‘of Special Agent ROUTON that in- ae & 
statement made by one MIMO“DE GUZMAN, a Subject in this case and an officer, 
and organizer of Pacific Movement of the Eastern World, Inc., he stated: " ~ 
(page seven of the report) that he organized a mit in Chicago an officers, 
of which was Mrs. GORDON and that the name of the organization was at* “a = | 
later date changed to Ethiopian Pacific Movement (page nine of the report). aS 
This indicates that the Ethiopian Peace Movement and the Pacific Movement fe 
of the Eastern World, Inc. may be the same organization. Copies of the 
above referenced report of Special Agent ROUTON: were... = es aaa - fg cass Wi 

al Gr . 
COPIES DESTROY lee St. tite Field Division is eeseatae et 00: Tenkas 
an extensive investigation of the Pacific Movement of the Eastern World, » 2 i949 
Inc. which was incorporated in the State of Kansas. Indices off t this¥ Sie 
office reveal no file on the Feace Movement to ia or. the mide at 


py oii 


SPY JAE oo 
PY IN Ey 
. ; 43 : Ha ‘ en ae = : 
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_ Director (2) | September 30, 1942 


Re: THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, also 
known as ETHIOPIAN PEACE -MOVEMENT; 
MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, with alias; 
WILLIAM GORDON; DAVID LOGAN » with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY -d 
SEDITION 


Peace Movement. However, the background of the Pacific Movement of the 
Eastern World, Inc. is contained in report of Special Agent J. W. MENZIE 
of this office dated July 22, 1942, office of origin St. Louis. In the 


investigation of this organization conducted by this office no information 


was obtained from persons interviewed with respect to the Ethiopian Peace 
‘Movement or Peace Movement to Ethiopia. 

This case is considered referred upon completion to the office 
of origin with a copy of this letter. 


: Yours truly, 
ei ga ae oe 
estat Agent in Charge 
ce — Chicago 
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7 Federal Bureau of Investigation 
: ‘ United States Department of Justice 


Chicago, Illinois 


October 8, 1942 : 
ALL INFORMATION cg 
: 
\ Director 


i aoe a CODES ENE Og roe 
HEREIN IS UNCLASS! 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


NING oe 
NP eo 4 
DATE_7-2-%¢ BY A 
Washington, D. C. 


¢ / rr oa = 
Att'n: Technical Laboratory 
O > 


Res PHACE worm eranor 
MADAM M. M. L. 


iy 


AL 
t 


{ 
ORDON, Et Al 
ra SEDITION , 
= { 
aan Dear Sir: - , 
ys : . 
Be. There are enclosed herewith for examination by the Technical Laboratory, two 
em sheets of paper bearing pencil handwriting and an envelope addressed to | 
mo WILLIAM J.RCONNOR, Assistant United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois, con- | 
Ba stituting a letter received by Mr. CONNOR on September 23, 1942, from an 
2 anonymous source, J 
wa 
<< 
a 


It is noted that instant letter was mailed at the Stock Yards Station on 


_ the South Side of Chicago, Illinois, on September 22, 1942, at 8 P.M., two 
days after the arrest of the subjects 


same day that subject MITTIE MAUD LEN: 


NRECORDED COPY T 
ORIGI 


¥ this case for sedition, and on the 

RDON was released under $10,000 bond. 
It is further noted that instant letter states, "It is one thing sure trueful 
facts that no Nordic heathen gentiles is no blacks friend so what else could 
’’ be but enemies, 


U 


dt And th /elfot 


es the Japanese is a friend and relatives bretherns to all 
.~ fair minded normal racial sensitive peoples as you will not get- any whare 
x3 


preying on innocent peoples the more you prey upon blacks the quicker God 


and the Japanese will be here... Yes, you might as well go ahead and stir up- i 
sy the rising tide of blood in blacks throughout the earth. The sooner the better 
a 

hy 


give us liberty or death. You would do better to be getting ready to help stop 
) 
\ 


try to stop pray to stop the formidable power of the Japs on Axis than to de. ldosing 
time belitting disgracing ridiculous outrageous shame to smash peace movement", 


& 
INDEX EG // 


KAS My 
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Director my ; 10/8/42 “1 


Bureau agents were present at the time instant letter was received by 

MR. CONNOR. Inasmuch-as the inscriptions on the envelope indicated that 

it might be an anonymous letter, great care was taken in opening and reading 
same. For the further information of the Laboratory, there are no fingerprints 
of either MR. CONNOR or Bureau Agents on the contents of this letter, and it 

is requested that an effort be made to develop. latent fingerprints and 
photograph same; and that any prints so developed be compared with the finger- 
prints-of the subjects of instant case which have already been submitted to 


the Bureau under separate cover, in an effort to ascertain the author of 
this anonymous communication. — 


It is further requested that instant examination be expedited and the results 
‘of same be forwarded to the Chicago Field Office AMSD inasmuch as this case 
is presently being presented to the Federal. Grand Jury at Chicago and an 
indictment is sontenpiated in the near future. 


ae cnet yours, 


Cy, CY . 
cee geyit in Charge 
JTB/OP 


Enc. 
100-8932 
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a & ee Laboratory: Work Sheet . we 
oe : a Recorded 10-]3-22 


NUE, Smet ed Inte em peetde usec, BEN be lect gcd st emyee bene Nag ee Wi fet teases tabi O PEIN BER . \ 


- Re: . Peace Movement of Ethiopia, ah File #100=124410=17 
Madam M. Me Le Gordong. & Al ee . Lab. #91657 
Sedition : = 

100-1.24410=17 


Examination requested by: Chicago : | a j . | 
Date of reference communication: Let 108-42 Date received: 10-1242 mar 

Examination requested: Doc = fpt | | 
Result ‘of Examination: . Examination by: Marshall 


Deiss 


oe Specimens submitted for examination _ 


Ql Env pm Chicago, Tli., Stock, Yards Sta., 92242, 8 PM adr to William J. Connor. 
@ Ist_sheet. acp- let. written in pencil on. Lined paper bg "A Notice by a opensoe” 
Q3 2nd shee} acp let written in pencil on lined paper bg "PS yes you mightse! 


a te aoe 


ee An £4. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


PTO PO PINAL Aes rdes, 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE 7-a- - BY sey-RInh 


4 00 4,6 Wht 


“\ EXPEDITE LATENT ‘ 
2 eemeenmeec ener cepeemaaemmead 
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ves a te 


\, 
Nee 
. Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Fa ate; 


oe pate /OS #71942 | 


FROM: Technical Laboratory 


| 


. Case Number: (2-Y/o-1q' 
No latent fingerprints developed L 


Iodine prints developed on = 


TO: Single Fingerprint Section 


EO 


Silver nitrate prints on 


~=—Identiscope negatives attached hereto. 


REMARKS :: 


HE 


ih 


E. P. Coffey 


By: C7 


Examiner 
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tier : 
Ms. Ladd 

Mr. Niebels 
Mr. Re 


Wr. TLAGGMMUNICATION ) 
ltr. Corseping 2) LE O \ 


Ife. Cdffey, 


Bota oy specimens Ql through Q3 were searched through thé Anonymous Lette 
Me. agen, OCT 2 ie We file pertaining to 


(dy. Kramer: 


ere . ; | ‘ . . ; | ; C ) a : | [> 


2 ae a a far: 

. : “! C) { 
7“. FEDERAL -BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

ae UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Report 

oe es October 19, 1942 
2 4 a 

File # 4s ooe124410-17 ~ 


nS Peace Movement of Ethiopia, wi hie, 
Madum Me He Le Gordon, et al . 4 
Sedition ‘ 


Lab. # 91657 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
H IED 


| 
BETTS pag pate PRUE cage 
HEREIN AS UNCLA SYP 


Examination requested by: “Chicago DATE 7-32-96 BY Se4-459/7= 


Reference: Letter 10/8/42 
Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint : 
Specimens: 


100-124410-17 Ql. Envelope postmarked Chicago, Tllinois, Stock Yards 
Sta. 9-22-42, 8 PM addressed to William J. Connor. 
'Q2. First sheet accompanying letter written in pencil 
on lined paper beginning "A Notice by a OpENn.coe'y 
3. Second sheet accompanying letter written in pencil 
on lined paper beginning "PS yes you Mighteooo, 


Result of Examinations 


Specimen @1 is a white, bond envelope bearing no watermark which 


‘is 6.52 inches in length by 3.64 inches in width, by 0.0054 inches in thicke | 
ness, has a weight of approximately 3.476 grams and an opacity value of 0.95. 


Specimen Q2 isa sheet of ruled notebook paper which is approxie 
mately 10.46 to 10.47 inches in length, by 8.02 inches in width, by 0.0032 
inches in thickness; has a weight of approximately 3.399 grams and an 
opacity value of 0,869. This specimen, which bears no watermark, has two 
holes punched along one edge approximately 5.76 inches apart in order that 
the sheets may be inserted in a loose-leaf notebook. The first ruled line is 
approximately 1.33 inches. from the top of the sheet and the lines average 


“approximately 0.349 inches dpart. The red line running from top to,bottom 


is_é ximutely 1.24 inches from the left edge of the specimen, 
S SECTION : 


|: 


: ». National Security without effecting an 
identification, Appropriate photographic copies of these spdcimeng are 


Mr. MoGuigo sg. sughsl bem mateéd bo these filés and in the event of a future ident! ficatio your 


waaACPARTMENT OF IUSTICE |... 
Mr. Qupom ‘Damiall/h/tn’ oF MOTE 


‘ae spgersin 


i ao Gandy 


sees la a see maT ee 


t 
ee 
| 
! 
i 


QSsHecimen G3 is a portion of a sheet of paper similar to Specimen Q2.! 


me f _ offiée 
- Chicago Englo IL SPECTAL DELIVE 1 ~ Laboratory foe 
4B 4 Oo ak, : a ott 
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Laboratory Report 91687 ° f 


Page two 


will be advised. 
Specimens Qi through Q3 were treated for the development of latent 
fingerprints and no prints of value were found. 


hrough (3 are being transmitted 


Photographic copies of Specinens Qi t 
tained in the files of the 


herewith, and the original evidence is being re 
Laboratorye 


MW 39359 Doold: 32744070 Page 79 


fa 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 1o29-, 


FEDERAL 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO 


. FILE NO. 100=89 v) 


s ; REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY _° 
; | BRE Le tie 
. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 9/30/42, 199432309442 | RICHARD W. AXTELL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


“| re YJ! CHANGED" ao 

5 THE PEACE MOVEMEN?-TO-ETHIOPIA; lsd known, Fils, * (eaMeeuAg: Seetaay oo 
ithiopian Peace Movement. 5 3 MITTYE MAUD LENA ORDON ‘ SEDITION 
alias cijada oe WILLIAM . GREENS DON ‘DAVID 


| SEON EMANUEL 
\| SYNOPSIS OF FA 


2 Facts discussed with Assitant United States 
Attorney WILLIAM J. CONNOR. Complaint, author~ 
- ° ized against Subjegts MADAM GORDON ee 
1. GREEN GORDON, SEON“YONES and DAV. 


INED 


ag charging them with tiolation of licens 33 = 

arabe and 34, Title 50; U lited States Code. Warrants Co Go: 

eee “1 / issued and Subjects ppprehended by Bureau On 
oF ! ' Agents 9/20/42 and brought.to Chicago Field , ee 4 oe 

é ( Office for questioning. Subject WILLIAM GORDON Qs 

C2 


ax ’.\ signed statement admitting he toldzaudience.. 

mf iy of Subject organization that the Japanese were 
‘_; the brothers of the’ colored race and that he 
P/ nad financed a marriage of a Japanese to a 


4 


ALL INFORMAT 
cREIN IS ON 
DATE £6 /o 


4 


x 
d 


\e / colored woman. GORDON admits hearing Subject 


ea G/ _MADAM GORDON make such statements at meetings fe 
ae .of Subject organization as SWhen Pearl Harbor ie ra 
Ne ; was bombed, that was revenge on my enemies / he 


i for the unjust way in which I was treated.", 

ae - and "It is impossible for America and Britain — 
OP to win the war, they have killed 100,000,000 
eS Africans, so God won't let them win." Statement. 
ie taken from SEON JONES, president of main local;: 


ay denies having heard or made any remarks. against 1 
re) > the United States and states the sole purpose 
mB of the movement is the return of negroes to \ 

their native land of Africa., Signed statement ) | 


- of DAVID Js<LOGAN obtained, in which he denies ip. 
having made any remarks .attributed to him, Ve SE 
but admits he has no concern about, the present — a8 


Te 


‘po ‘Ng wrre 1 IN THESE SpACES 


s OF THIS: REPO 


LE 


! Ce 
i . r a 
bas . Maas " U. |, GOVERNMENT PRINTING Qre {~O— 7—2084 


nah y ~ a ee 
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war and states that the negroes could not 
be worse off under Japanese domination than 
they are at present. In statement of MADAM 
GORDON, which she refused to sign, but acknow- 
ledged it is the truth, she admitted that she 
has told members of her organization they are 
Liberian citizens and are not American citizens 
and that they owe no allegiance to the American 
flag. She also admitted reading bulletins to 
her group of Japanese victories and that applause— 
follows these announcements. Admits hearing 
an announcement that the Japanese had landed 
in the Aleutians and that "Seattle has been 

- bombed", All Subjects were fingerprinted, 
photographed and released to custody of 
U. S. Marshal. On 9/21/42 they were arraigned 
before JU. S. Commissioner E, K. WALKER and 
pleaded not guilty. Bond set at $10,000 for 
MADAM GORDCN, which she has furnished. $5,000 
bond set for other three Subjects, which has 
not been made. Commissioners hearing set 
for October 7, 1942. Facts presently being 

\ presented to Federal Grand Jury. 


é 


-Pp- 


REFERENCE: "Report of Special Agent RICHARD W. AXTELL, dated 9/16/42 
at Chicago, Illinois; report of ene Agent JOHN T, BINKLEY, nee dated 
8/10/42 at Chicago, Dilinois. ; 


DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

The title of this case is being marked changed to set forth the full name of 
the Subject WILLIAM GORDON as being WILLIAM GREEN GORDON and the full name of 
Subjects DAVID JAMES LOGAN and SEON EMANUEL JONES, as obtained eee the 


interrogation of Subjects at the Chicago Field Office. 


On September 18, 1942 the facts in instant case were discussed with Assistant 
United States Attornéy WILLIAM J. CONNOR and JOHN J. KELLY. Mr. CONNOR and’ 
Mr. KELLY advised that prosecution wowld be instituted against: the Subjects 
in instant case. Special Agent ANDREW J. RAFFERTY filed complaints against 
the Subjects charging them with violations of Section 33 and 34, Title 50, 


‘ 
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United States Code on September 19, 1942. Before United States Commissioner 
EDWIN K. WALKER, warrants were issued for the arrest of Subjects on September 
20, 1942 and Bureau Agents accompanied by officers of the Chicago Police De- 
partment effected the apprehension of the four Subjects at their respective 
homes. Searches were conducted by Bureau Agents at the homes of each of the 
individuals and numerous records were brought to the Chicago Field Office. An 
examination of these records has yet not been made and a. lead is’ being set forth 
to report the results thereof. 
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Phe following investigation was conducted by Special Agents JOHN T. 
BINKLEY and GEORGE O'CONNOR on Sunday, September 20, 1942. ~ 


Subject WILLIAM GREEN GORDON was apprehended by Agents BINKLEY and 
O'CONNOR under a Commissioner's warrant, and after being fingerprinted 
and photographed at the Chicago Field Office the following signed state- 
ment was taken from him: “ 


NCHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
September 20, 1942 


"I, WILLIAM GREEN CORDON, make the following voluntary statement to 
JOHN T. BINKLEY, JR. and GEORGE O'CONNOR, knowing them to be Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and knowing that anything 
I say may be used against me in a court of law. No promises or threats 
have been made to me in order to obtain this statement. 


"T.was born in Thomasvil 4 Georgia, /August 8, 1873. I was separatgd> ia 
from my first wife, EDNA}* Gent to live with a woman named EME TABLE. 
EMMA TABLE and I had four illegitimate children. — To the best of my 
knowledge all these children are still living, two of them in Florida, . 

: send two of them in Chicago. My illegitimate daughter, named WILMA MAE 

- PAcrant, lives at 432 EH. 45th Street in Chicago, Illinois. In 1920 I 

, “ag married to my present wife, MITTIn MAUD-LENA GORDON, at Crown 
Point, Indiana, by 4 magistrate. I have no children by my present wife. 
I was never divorced from my first wife, we just separated. 


WT have been told by my wife, MITTIB-GAUP’ LENA GORDON, that she was 
married once before to a man named BO HOLT and has two children by 
+hat marriage, one of whom, a daughter,’ is living in Chicago at 4400 
Calumet, basement. My wife's other child, a son, died in Chicago 
before we were married as a result of injuries received in tne East 
St. Louis race riots. Since my marriage in 1920 I have worked at 
the Buck. and Rainer Drug Store on Adams ard State Streets, as a porter; 
at‘the Chicago Stock Yards as a comon laborer; at the Pullman Standard 

’ Car Company as a common laborer, and at the Chicago and Western Indiana 
Railroad, first as a common laborer, then as 4 fire builder, and finally 
as a table operator from about 1921 or 1922 until December of 1927. 


"JT quit work with the Chicago and Western Indiana Railroad, going. to work 
for myself in a delicatessen store at 4603 State Street, which my wife 
and I operated since the fall of 1926. We operated this delicatessen 
store at various addresses, including 4,727 South State Street, until 
1931 and then we went out of business for four or five months and finally 
operated a new store in. November of 1931 -and it was located at 4718 
Wabash Avenue in the basement. In the fall of 1932 we moved the store 


a 
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to 4451 South State Street and kept the store open at that address until 
we went out of business in 1934. in 1934 I was on charity for about 

a year and then went on to the WPA as a laborer until 1938. Since 

1938 I have been on Old Age Assistance. I also supported my wife 

while I was working. After 1938 she received relief monthly and she 

is still receiving her. relief check each month. 


"In 1923 both Madam GORDON and myself joined ae: ee egro Improve- 

“ment Association, which was a movement started by MARCUSACARVEY to ; 
return the black race to Africa. In 1927 GARVEY was deported to 
Jamaica and in 1929 he called a meeting of all the chapters of the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association in Kingston, Jamaica for an 
international convention. My wife, Madam GORDON, went to this conven- 
tion in Jamaica and stayed there about two months. JI have her $500.00 
with which to make this trip. 


"After Madam GORDON's return from Jamaica she decided to start an 
organization of her own because she believed that the Universal Negro. 
improvement Assocation: collected too much money in taxes from the “ 
members. ‘ The Peace Movement of Ethiopia was organized in 1932 in. 
November or December in the back of the delicatessen store iat: 4451 South 
State Street. Meetings of the organization were held at 209 Hast 35th 
Street and then a few meetings at the Odd Fellows Hall at 3337 South 
State Street. Since 1933 meetings of the.Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
have been held at the Grand Boulevard Hall every Sunday night. The 
organization is supported entirely by voluntary contributions taken at 
the door of the meeting each Sundaynight. Some income is also obtained | 
from the sale of copies of the Vonstitution. ‘The members are not 

, required to make any contributions but many of them contribute from 
ten cents to one dollar. 


"Madam GORDON is the Present General of -the organization and we have 
branches all over the United States, except in about two states where we 
are not represented. 


"Our movement stands’ for the separation of races and for the return of 
the black race to Africa. We want the white people to stay wnite and 
the black people to stay black and to live apart in separate parts of 
the world. I am not an officer in the organization but I have the 
-honory title of 'Father GORDON' because of my age and because I am the 
husband of. Madam GORDON, whom they sometimes call 'Mother GORDON.' I 
. always sit on the stage with Madam GORDON, the President of Local No. l 
i and the other locals and any guests that we may have for the evening. 
. Speeches at the meetings are generaly made by the president of Local No 1, 


} 
ieee be 
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Madam GORDON, myself, ‘and any guests that are called | upon, All of 

our Sunday meetings are held at the Boulevard Hall, 366, Bast 47th 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. Our membership is made up of members of 

other colored organizations on the south side of Chicago, including 

-many people from the Universal Negro Improvement Assocation and 

occasionally I have seen members of the Moslem groups in our meetings. 

I knew they were members because I recognized the Fez that they wear... 

T have also had several of the people in the Moslems costume stop me 

on the stfeet and tell/me that they enjoyed our meetingss, I am acquainted 

with MR.AHART and im RNIONEL and their organization, thefiashington Park 

Forum, but it is not a part of our organization. : 


"tT -have seen and heard them speak-at their meetings in Washington Park 
and I did not think that the speeches they were making were in agreement 
with the ideas of the Hthiopia Peace Movement. They talked about 
HITLER beingright and having the right idea about ruling the world 
but I did not agree with them. 


"T have not attended any church since I joined the Universal Negro 
Improvement Association in 1923. The church always taught me that I 
would get ‘something after I died and I felt that I wanted something 
on this earth and‘that the Universal Negro Improvement Assoication could 
help me get it. The fact is now that we are nothing but slaves, we are 
not represented anywhere. At our meetings of the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia we talk about worshiping Allah, who is our God. We also believe 
that MOHAMMED is: the prophet of Allah, just like Jesus Christ was the 
prophet of God. We believe that the Western Indians are like the American 
negro of African descent, and therefore, entitled to a place in Africa. 
The Rast Indians in India are also black men but they already have 

se their own country and they are, to a certain oe separated from 

% the white race of the British. 

"The aS ES of our organization is, we must separate the black race from 
the white race. The white boys are on the south side destroying our 
girls. and even some white girls come down on the south side to associate 
with black boys. We are against this because we want the black race 
to keep pure. We prefer that the light colored women of our race should 
marry the blackest man she can find and the light colored man shovld 

“\_smarry the blackest woman so that the children will all be black. 


—— 


™~ 
~, 


"At our meetings in the Boulevard Hall on Sunday evenings the President 
of Local Number 1 usually opens the meetings and then he calls on the 
others sitting on the stage to speak, usually my wife, Madam GORDON, 
myself, MR. LOGAN, and any guest speakers we may have that evening.’ 
The meetings generally lasts about three nours and there are usually 
200 to 300 people present in ‘the auditorium at our meetings. In June. 

. of 1942, I don't remember the exact day, on a Sunday evening, at a 


6 
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meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, I remember a speech in 

which Madam GORDON announced that the radio had just reported that 

the Japanese have landed in the Aleutian Islands. When this announce- 
ment was made the audience clapped. I don't know why they clapped. 

[ then remember that Madan GORDON said the Aleutian Islands are a 

part of Alaska and Alaska is a part of the United States, and then she 
said, now don't let these stool pigeons go out of her and say that 

Tam for Japan, I'm for Africa. The audience applauded and clapped 
after this statement., She then stated that she had heard over the radio 
that Seattle has been bombed. After she said this the audience clapped 
and applauded. I don't know why they applauded. 


ae . 


"She may have said some other things at this time along the same line 
but T am a little hard of hearing and sometimes. I don't catch every- 
thing she says. Another reason { don't always hear everything that is 
said is because I have a week bladder and I have to get up and go out 
several times during the meeting and I am sometimes gone for about 

. four or five minutes at a time. 


a 


"At a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia on June 28, 1942, Sunday 
evening, at the Boulevard Hall, Madam GORDON made a speech along with 
other people on the platform and I remember that one of the things that 

- Madam GORDON said was, 'It is impossible for America and Britain to 

_? win the war. The British.and Americans have killed 100,000,000 Africans 
so God won't let them win.' I also remember that she said at this 
meeting that the U boats are glad to see the ships leave the shore 
loaded with wealth and goods.' 


NAt a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia along about the middle 

of. July, I remember a speech by Madam GORDON in which she said 'We are 
going back to Africa, our president is Barclay, not President ROOSEVELT. 
The Allies don't have to win the war in-fact the Allies may lose the war, 
Germany and Japan may win.' I remembered the audience clapped and ap- 
plauded after Madam GORDON made these statements. 

itWe don't have a connection with the Weclens but just believe. in the. 
Moslem faith. : 


"At a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia on 4ugust 2, 1942, 
Sunday evening, at the Boulevard Hall, I remember the speech made by 
Wadam GORDON. I remember it particularly because this was her birthday 
and she was very happy about having /such a marvelous reception. She said 
that she only wanted to ask for the /legal rights of her people. She 
said that a year ago this date she was treated very unjustly and that 
when Pearl Harbor was bombed that was revenge on her enemies for the 
unjust treatment. I know what she meant by these statements although 
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she did not actually say the following: She meant that she objected 
to the unjust treatment by the black man who does not want to go back 
to Africa and who wants to live with white people. She didnot mean 
the unjustness of the judges or of the Government. However, she’did 
not. say exactly what she meant. . 


"At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on August 16, 1942, 
Sunday evening, at the Boulevard Auditorium, I made a talk for about 
one-half hour cA which I stated that the white race and the black race 
should be separated and that I would tell the same thing to President 

ROOSEVELT that I would to the audience. 


"T also told about a Government man that came to the house several times 
and offered my wife $2,000,000 to keep her from putting her petition 
before President ROOSEVELT. I also told them about a Japanese who I 
believe was: named TAKANASHI, and that I paid the preacher when he was 
married to a colored woman in Chicago. I also told them that he paid 
me back out of his pocket for this money T had advanced. My wife and 
I first met this man many years ago and he gave my wife a letter of 
introduction to MARCUS GARVEY.at the convention in Kingston, Jamaica in 
1929. I also told them about the marriage of the Japanese Princess to 
an Hthiopian Prince for the purpose of bringing the two races closer 
together. TI also said that MUSSOLINI was opposed to the marriage at 

i that time but that I thought it was a good idea because it brought the 

two races closer together and I wanted to know what MUSSOLINI had to 
do with matters between two other nations. I remember telling the 
audience that many Japanese men are married to colored women in this 
country. I don't know them personally but I just heard about it. 
The audience applauded my speech. The last time I saw this Japanese, 
TAKANASHI, was after Madam GORDON's return from Jamaica when this 
Japanese called to see us and asked if his letter had reached MARCUS 
GARVEY all right. MRS. GORDON told him that it had.and that she received 
more attention from MARCUS GARVEY than any of the other delagates from 
Chicago. After that this Japanese again came to see us between 1930 
and 1932; and this was the last time. that we saw him, -- This might 
be in 1933. 


"At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement at the Boulevard Hall 

on Sunday Evening, August 23, 1942, the principal speaker was MR. 
BRANCH who was President of Local Number 2. J remember Branch saying 
at this meeting that the negroes do not want any connection with the 
white people, Caucasions, or Anglo-Saxons and that 'We are going back 
to Africa if every drop of blood:has to be spilled “to do it.! I.could 
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not understand everything BRANCH was saying because I don't hear very 
well and besides he talks with a kind of a twang that is hard to 
understand. _On tnis same evening I understand that MR. STEWART spoke 
‘but I believe he spoke before I got there and so I cannot tell you 
what he said. S 
. | 


"At a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia at the Boulevard 
Hall on Sunday evening, August 30,.1942, I left early and did not hear 
Madam GORDON speak so I am unable to state what she said or what she 
dicn't say. I never get a chance to hear what MR. JONES says at these 
meetings bécause he always opens the meeting at seven o'clock and 
Madam GORDON and I generally don't get there until about eight o'clock 
so that any statements he may make are made before I get to the meeting. 
I don't remember ever having heard MR.. JONES open the meetings because 
I always arrive late after he has finished. — 


"I remember a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in the latter 

part of June, 1942, at which I saw two Orientals in attendance. ‘These 
two men were either Japanese, Chinese or a Filipino, and that they J 
came into the meeting after it had started and left before it was over. 

They sat in the rear of the hall. I do not know their names. | 


"I was advised of my Constitutional rights before I made this statement , 
and I. know that I do not have to sign it if I do not want do. I am is 
making this statement freely and'voluntarily although I know it may 
be used against me. : 


"I have read the above statement consisting of six pages and everything . 
in the statement is true and correct. ‘I have signed each of the six 
pages. 


/Signed/ WILLIAM GREEN GORDON 


Witnessed: 


JOHN T. BINKLEY, JR. 
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of. Investigation, 
1900 Bankers Building, Chicago, Illinois. . ; i 


GEORGE C'CONNOR, Special Agent, _ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, | . _ 4 
1900 Bankers Building, Chicago, Illinois." 
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The original of this signed statement is being kept in the files of the 
Chicago Field Office together with a log reflecting subject WILLIAM GORDON's 
activities from the time of his apprehension until turned over to the 
Chicago Police Department for incarceration at the City Jail, 1123 South 


State Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


On September 21, 1942, subject WILLIAM GORDON was arraigned before the 
United States Commissioner EDWIN kK. WALKERS at Chicago, Illinois and his 


bail fixed at $5,000.00. 


ay 
t 


1 
\ 


The following description of Subject WILLIAM GORDON was ‘obtained through 


observation and interviews 


NAME 
BIRTH DATE 
BIRTH PLACE 
AGE 


EYES 

. COMPLEXION 

= BUILD 

MARITAL STATUS 
RELATIVES 
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’ WILLIAM GREEN GORDON 
- August 8, 1873 


pereue ’ Georgia 
Negro 

6! 14 

165 pounds 

Grey 

prown 

Brown 
Thin, stooped ~ 
Married — 

MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, 4451 Soe 


se 


‘State St., Chicago, wife 


WILMA MAE GRANT, 432 E. 45th Sti, 
Chicago, daughter , 


2 illegitimate sons and one illegitimate. 


daughter, addresses unknown 
: \ 


10 


The following investigation was conducted by the writer and Special Agent JAMES 
EB, CONERTY: - 


On September 20, 1942 these Agents accompanied by Officer CALDWELL of the 4th 
District of the Chicago Police Department, proceeded to the home of Subject 
MADAM GORDON at 4451 South State Street. MADAM GORDON readily admitted her 
identity and: indicated her willingness to voluntarily accompany the Agents to 
the Chicago Field Office. She was asked concerning all. monies and valuables 
in her possession; and MADAM GORDON stated that there was considerable money 
belonging to the organization in her home. This money was counted in her pre=- 
sence and a receipt was obtained from her indicating that the total value of 
money and property left at the house was in the amount of $324.30. Special 
Agents FRANCIS A, REGAN and AUBREY ELLIOTT, JR., conducted a search of the. 
premises and prepared an itemized list of the property: teen from her home,~ 
which list will be made a part of this file, 


" MADAM GORDON refused to execute a waiver of custody and a consent to search 


her premises, stating that she was not going to sign anything. It should be 
noted that a waiver of search was obtained from her husband WILLIAM GRODON, . 
who shares the occupancy of the rooms at 4451 South State Street. 


MADAM GORDON was brought to the Chicago Field Office for questioning. A de= 
tailed log of her activities at the Chicago Field Office was maintained and 
is being made a part of this file. 


The following statement was obtained from MADAM GORDON: 


"Chicago, Illinois 
September 21, 1942! 


"I, MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, make the following statement to Special 
Agents RICHARD W. AXTELL and JAMES E, CONERTY, who have identified 
themselves as Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I make 
this statement of my own free will and no threats or promises of any 
Sort have been made against me. I make this statement knowing that 
it may be used against me in court,'! 


"J was born on august 2, 1889 at Webster Parish, Louisiana, where I 
lived until I was about eight or nine years of age. My father then 
moved to Clayborn Parish, Louisiana; then to Menden, . Louisiana; then 
to Stamp, Arkansas; and then to Hope, Arkansas," 


11 
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"Qn December 25, 1903 I married ROBERT HOLT, who died on March 29, 
1906. I remained in Hope, Arkansas until 1910 when I moved to Hot 
Springs, but returned in 1913, packed and moved to East St.Louis, 
‘Illinois. I left East St. Louis on August 12, 1916, after the race 
riot and came to Chicago, Illinois. In Chicago I got a job at the 
Stock Yards as a painter and also working in the tin shop. I also 
worked for about six years as a sample makerat the Syrian Kimono 
Company at 508 South Dearborn Street), t 1925 we opened a delicatessen 
store at 4603 South State Street and laAer moved to 4451 South State 
Street, where we remained in business til April, 1934." 


4On April 19, 1920 I married WILLDAM GORDON, my present husband, 

and at that time we were living at 4761 Langley. Later we made 
several moves and finally moved to 4451 South State, where our 
delicatessen store was located. We operated this delicatessen store 
until April of 1934. In 1934 we quit business with the delicatessen 
store and since that date I have had no employment. I have been on 
relief since June of 1934 and at present am receiving $17.89 per 
month from the State of Illinois," 


"AS near as I can remember, it was in 1923 or 1924 that I joined the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association. My husband, WILLIAM GORDON, . 
-had previously joined this group. This was after I had heard MARCUS \ 
GARVEY, the leader of the U.N.I.A. speak in Gary, Indiana, and it 
‘was just before he was sentenced to jail in Atlanta, Georgia. I in- 
_ vested some of my money in bonds for the purchase of ships under 
the Movement of the Universal Negro Improvement Association, whose 
prime purpose was returning the negroes back to their native land, 
Africa. I was a member of Division No. 23 which met at a church 
located on 46th Street between Wabash and Michigan Avenue. We also 
met at the Scott Church located at 30th and Dearborn Streets, Sub 
seqently this group met at the Odd Fellows Hall, 3333 South State =~ 
Street. I did not take an active part in this group, I was never 
an officer, nor did I serve on any of the committees, However, I 
was intensely interested in the program that they formlated and 
openly advocated the return of negroes to Africa, I only heard MARCUS 
GARVEY speak once and I never met him personally.in the U..S. TI 
never heard any speaker of the Universal Negro Improvement Association 
talk on anything at their meetings other than the return of negroes 
to Africa," 


"I remained interested in this movement until 1929 when I went with i 
several other people to an international conference which was to be | 
held at Kingston, Jamaica, in the month of August 1929, _ My husband, | 
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Z 
and I had a joint bank account located in a bank at 47th and State 
Streets, the name of which I believe to be the Continental. My 
husband went to the bank and drew out approximately $750.00, which 

he had made into travelers check book. With this money I purchased 
my transportation to New York City and paid for my fare to Jamaica. 
No persons aided me in financing this trip or in sending any letter 
of introduction either with me or about me to MARCUS GARVEY. At 

this time the delicatessen store which my husband and I. operated 

was making approximately $200.00 a week and every week I used to bank 
from $1002.00 to $150.00 in that bank at 47th and State Street. 
WILLIAM GORDON was then operating a turn table in the Western Indiana 
roundhouse and receiving compensation therefore in the amount of 
$77.00 every two weeks.". 


"The trip was my own idea because I was interested in any movement 
which would get the negroes out of America and to Africa, for better 
conditions for my people in America and for the repatriation of 
those who preferred to go te africa. ly 7, 1929 I left Chicago 
accompanied by Mrs. ELINOM WHITE, eee Jo B&WILSON,. who 
: was then president of Division No. 23 of the Garvey GIub; BLEEK 
fe BENS UNALINE for Jamaica." 


"ae arrived in Jamaica about July 14 and attended two weeks of pre- 
convention meetings. ELINOR WHITE, ALBERTA ROBINSON and myself were 
a irected by MARCUS GARVEY to stay at the home of his Sister, a Mrs. 
/APEARTIS, who lived across the street from where MARCUS GARVEY lived 
“in Jamaica. This house was located on Halfwaytree Street," ~ 


"On August 1, 1929 this convention was opened and I attended the 

: sessions. I was not an elected delegate or representative and atten- 
ded the convention as a private individual. After attending the 
meetings of this convention, I became very disgusted with the manner 
in which certain officials were conducting themselves. It appeared 
to me that the leaders were not acting in a legitimate fashion." 


"A man by the. fame or JACKSON from Washington, D. C. introduced a 
resolution which called for the limitation of GARVEY's jurisdiction 
to Jamaica and called for a Separate president general in Americas 
Furthermore, during the convention the land which had previously - 
been negotiated for the U.N.I.A. in Liberia was taken over by the 
Harvey Firestone Rubber Company. These things influenced me to the 
point of view that there was to be no real gains made by the U.N.I.Ao 


and I informed ELINOR WHITE a ALBERTA ROBINSON of my convictions 
in this regard," 
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"After returning to America I took no active part in any meetings 
held by this organization. Some fime.in 1931 or 1932 I heard that 
three men, one of whom was ca eakcaxis, another one who was named 
LANG, and,a third individualALITTORIO, were speaking before meetings 
of the U.N.I.A. held at 40th and State Streets. It was reported 
that TAKIS was a Japanese major; that. LIANG was Chinese and they 


were telling the crowds that they would help the colored people 


get back to Africa. TAKIS was also telling them that he would get 
the colored people to live in Manchuria. I went one night to hear 
him talk and Mr. S. R. WHEAT was acting at this meeting as chairman, 
TAKIS announced to the crowd that he was financed by the Japanese 
Consul in Chicago: and that his purpose ' was to help the colored people 
get out, of America.” — 


"During this time I had meetings with several other former members 

of theU.N.I.A. for the purpose of keeping the legitimate objects 
of the U.N.I.Ae alive. TAKIS came to the store and told me that ' 
he was going to start the Pacific movement of the eastern world 

and that he wanted myself and my group to go along with him, I 

told him that I would refuse to help him in any way, but I know 

that he continued to organize the Pacific movement of the eastern 


world. Subsequently I'went to a meeting in Indiana Harbor, Indiana 
‘of his group. There were two Orientals speaking there, one of 


whom was TAKIS. I asked him if I could circularize a petition 
there, which he agreed to let me do. This was the first of my 
petitions directed to the Government of the U. S. calling for the: 
repatriation of negroes to Africa, At this meeting TAKIS told the 
crowd that Japan had sent him to get the people back to Africa and 


that he was also under the direction of the Japanese Consul," : 


' "During the next month or so I was very active in securing signatures 


to my petitions so that within two weeks there were several thousand 
persons who had signed up. We opened up our headquarters at 209 East 
35th Street and. then later moved to 3333 South State Street. TAKIS 
came to my house and demanded the signatures on the petitions that 

I had collected and I called to some of my members and we threw hin | 
out of our headquarters. I had TAKIS thrown out of our headquarters 
because he was a foreigner and because I redized he was not sincere 
in his efforts to help my race and was fooling the people out of 
their money.! 


"We continued to spread our petitions’ and our membership grew very 


-. fast. I later found out that he was going around to many groups and 


continuing to build himself up to a position of leadership in ny 
movement,!! 
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"On December 7, 1942 TAKIS was speaking in the Odd Fellows Hall 
in one of my meetings. When I got to the hall he was on the 
rostrum speaking and refused to let us into the hall. Myself and 
some followers got into the meeting hall where one of them seized 
him by the collar and we took him outside the meeting and told 
him to leave our tribe alone. This caused a controversy between 
my followers and his followers. Later that same afternoon myself 
and several other persons assembled at my store located at 4451 
South State Street, and founded the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 
The purpose of the organization at that time was the repatriating 


our motto, "One God, one country, one people", meaning Allah as 
God, Africa as the country and the black folks as the people. In 
the ensuing months the constitution was drawn up as it presently 

- exists, including prayers, objectives and rules. We organized 
successfully in St. Louis, Philadelphia and many southern states 
and obtained approximately four million signatures to our petition 
which we forwarded to the Government." , 


of the people to Ethiopia. About a month later we decided upon 


"Mrs. C. J. ALLEN was one of our organizers and the one who started 
the Peace Movement in St. Louis, Missouri, at 250 Clark Street," 


"T learned that TAKIS and LIANG continued to organize and that they 
had been taking money coming to persons in connection with the 
soldiers bonus. I also learned that TAKIS had stolen a money order 
which belonged to another individual and cashed it and tht the 
Government was interested in locating him for this reason. I then 
heard that TAKIS had been speaking bere my group in St. Louis, 
Missouri and represented himself as having been sent there by me 

to talk to those people. I made. one trip to St. Louis, Missouri _ 
in this connection, although I never saw TAKIS as he left St. Louis 
because he knew that I had found out about the money order. I. 
then heard that TAKIS.had gone to Philadelphia and that he had told 
the people there that he was also representing my movement." 


"Wie have continued to meet in Chicago and elsewhere Since December 
7, 1932. For the past eight years Local No. 1 of thé Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia has been meeting at the Boulevard Hall, 366 East 47th 
Street. The chairman of Local No. 1 is a man by the name of SEON 
JONES, 3511 \Wabash Avenue. The vice-president is a man by the name 
of Mr..MEANS|, 4714 Calumet. The secretary is CALLIDAINMS, 5616 

. South Park Way. The treasurer is Mrs. M, H JONES; 4822. Langley 

‘ Avenue. Other officers include myself as president general; DAVID 


’ 
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J. LOGAN, who is a member of the Executive Council and who is also 
a representative of our movement to Liberia. We hold meetings at 
the Boulevard Hall on Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 10:00 P.M. where 
I have continually advocated that the dark race unite so that they 
can obtain assurance from the Government that they will no longer ~ 
be treated as slaves. It was the purpose of this organization to 
unite our race sufficiently to obtain recognition from this Govern= 
ment before fighting another war, but before this work could be done 
the war came which caused us to anchor just as werare. I-object to 
the black man going to war without the assurance from the Government 
of his freedom after the war is over. That was six months before 
this country went into war. We preached this policy to our people 
until the war broke out. When we found we were in the war and the 
race was not sufficiently united, we anchored the whole eneuataen 
counting it too late,” 


"IT have advocated the rehabilitation of the race and asked for 
better schools, better living conditions and I le ve also urged 

that the members plan to return to Africa. I have conducted negot- 
iations with the Liberian government to secure the permission for 
my people to return to Africa and in this connection I have received 
letters from President BARCLAY of the Liberian government in which 
he told me that it would take $1,000.00: per individual returning 


and that those returning should be skilled in farming." 


"Since December, 1941, the organization has continued to meet at 
the Boulevard Hall, 366 East 47th Street, on Sunday evenings and 

I have spoken there on many occasions. I have advocated the unity 
of my race since this time so that they can demand assurance from 
the Government eek they will be free.". 


"About three years ago many of my members signed up as indicating 
that they wanted to obtain citizenship in Liberia and we forwarded 
this list to the Liberian government. Since this time I have con- 
sidered myself a citizen of Liberia and those who signed up with me 
have also considered themselves as Liberian citizens. Since December, 
1941, I lave told those in the meeting hall who Signed up to return 
to Liberia that they are Liberian citizens. President BARCLAY of 
Liberia wrote to the State Department in this country and said 

that Liberia was neutral. The State Department in the U. S.: dis- 
tributed this and my members and myself have seen copies of this 
statement in newspapers indicating that the Liberians are neutral 
and will having nothing to do with either side involved in the 
present war. I have. told the audience present that we are going 

to send four million votes by cable to Liberia for the election of 
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pee in January of 1943. ur ours, a Mr. and Mrse, 
HAACK, a Dr.XBLEI and myself agreed to change this vote by proxy 


because of the uncertainty of the affairs in Liberia." 


"In June of 1942 I fe menber reading an announcement to the audience 
that the Japanese had landed in the Aleutians and that the Aleutian 
Islands are.apart of Alaska. After this announcement was made there 
was some applause, This announcement was read from the Chicago 
Tribune." 


"I have read announcements of war bulletins on occasions to my 
audience, These bulletins have all been taken from the various 
newspapers published in Chicago and they have all concerned the 
victories of the Japanese." 


"In June I attended a neebang of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
shortly after I had heard a radio announcement made by WALTER WINCHELL 
over Station WENR at 7:45 P.M., that Seattle had just been bombéd. 

He went on to sy that MAHATMA GHANDI, who had once been a pacifist, 
had joined up with Japan and splitting through India. I went to 

the meeting after this announcement and the same announcement was 

made to the audience. I do not recall who the speaker was and if 

I made it myself, I do not remember, but I can assure you it was 

- true. After this there was some applause. ". 


WAL this meeting, or another meeting previously, I was informed by 
someone after the meeting there were two Orientals in attendance. 
One of the doorkeepers told me this.” 

; ‘ 


"A Mr. CH, who is president of Local No. 2 reads most of the 
announceménts and newspaper clippings at our meetings. Mr. JONES, 
who is chairman of Local.No. 1, also makes some of the announce- 
ments and reads some of the clippings.". 


"Tl want to say that announcements concerning the Allied Nations 
victories have not been made from our hall because we know very 
little of any’ permanent Allied.victories that have taken place 
as.I have not read them. I remember that an announcement was 
made about the fight in the Solomon Islands and that the issue 
was not yet decided and the same thing on the Egyptian front, the 
decision has not been made, but we announced what had occurred 
there, as far as we knew, several different times. I remember 
an announcement made that theEnglish and American soldiers could 
not get food, guns and ammunition. I do not recall the individual 
who made this announcement, but I myself have heard it over the 
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radio and I know that the person who made the announcement must 2 
have heard it too," 


"Wir, BANNER read from the Times which announcement was that the 
largest convoy of men and materials from this country had reached 
“Russia safely. I do not remember any statements made that it is 
impossible for America and Britian to win the war or that the 
British and Americans have killed one hundred million Africans so 
God won't let them win. TI do recall that we have said our president 
is BARCLAY of Liberia and is not President ROOSEVELT. I also 
recall that I have said that we owe allegiance to the Liberian 
flag. We teach our people that they have their own flag of either | 

Ethiopia or Liberia, but by this we do not mean any disrespect 

| ‘to the flag of any country’ nor to the President of any country. 

I do not recall that an announcement was made that the greater the 

| Japanese victories the less number of victims there. will be in the 

United States, and I have never heard this statement made in the 
hall." 


"I want to say that several years ago my husband and I were ac- 
Quainted with a Japanese who lived next door to us, by the name 
of TOGOXNOSHO, and that this individual came to my husband, WILLIAM. 
| . GORDON, and told him that he wanted to borrow five dollars in 
i “order to pay the preacher for a.marriage which he intended to 
hs — enter with a colored girl. Because this Japanese had been trading 
, at our store my husband said he would see the preacher, Mre 
PHILLIPS, who lived next door to us on the other side who was 
pastor of that church at 4601 State Street, and make arrangements 
for the Japanese to marry this colored woman and that he would stand 
good for the five dollar fee until the Japanese could pay hin, = 
and this was done. As best I can remember this happened in 1929. 
_I have not seen this individual since that time." 


"Since the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was founded we have cont~ 

| inually advocated the affinity of all black groups that are 

scattered throughout the world, of African descent. The Japanese 

are of the dark race and originally they were of the same strain 
as we but we do not advocate the affinity of any Japanese, Fili- — | 
pino, Chinese, or any Orientals. -Africans are the only ones we 
are interested in, those at home and those abroad or wherever they 

_ may be found." 


“Last Sunday, September 13, 1942, Mr. SHAACK was guest speaker at 
the Boulevard Hall. Ido not remember his speech in detail and I: 
cannot quote him exactly because he had his back’ to me and he is 
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_a@ very poor speaker of English, but I do remember his talk about 


making shoes and clothes out of leather and wool’ which countries 
had obtained from Africa. -I recall that he said that Japan took 
wool and leather from Africa and made shoes which they sold for 
fifty cents a pair to the South Africans and that the British also 
came to Africa to take leather and wool and made the same products 
which they sold to the South Africans for four dollars. At this 
announcement the audience. applauded. Following this speech by Mr. 


SHAACK, Mrs. SHAACK sang two songs to the crowd in African." 
ae oy: ye 


"I do not recall a young man speaking from the rostrum of the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement at any time who announced to the crowd 
that he was a member of a group who did not believe in serving 

in the armed forces of the United States, I do ‘not remember 

ever making the statement. that we are going back to Africa "if — 
we have to spill blood from coast to coast," and statements like 
that have never been made in my hall at any meetings of the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement for the reason that our organization 

is the reparation of those who desire to go back to Africa and 
the program will be carried out peacably. I alsoaivocate a better 
condition for those who prefer to remain here in the United States, 
We/nB@8? and never will advocate any antagonistic attitude con- 
cerning America and her government and its people." 


For the last eight years our work has been between the blacks 


‘who believed in separation and the whites who also believed in 


the same measure being carried out peaceably between the two 
races because we do not feel that there is any future for the 
black people in America, and that the two races cannot exist in 
the same. country free. We believe in a strong nationalist move=- 
ment among the blacks and we believe in the confraternity of the 
blacks at home and abroad, and the separation of the two races 

in order to bring about an independent free black race in Africa, 


‘We do not believe in the amalgamation of the Hack and white racese 


We believe in a one hundred percent black independent people 
without amalgamation, just as the whites believe in a pure white 


race and no a Sr ee 


ny remember on several occasions announcements being made at the 


"meetings concerning the brutality being carried on in the army 
“ camps against black soldiers. This announcement was made after 


I had heard many black people discussing the fact that black 
soldiers had been killed, beaten, and. eyes punched out in army 
campo" * 
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"T have read the above statement consisting of this and seven other 
pages. I. have initialed each page on which corrections were made, 
I am signing. this statement, as an indication that me facts con- 
‘tained herein are trué and correct." 


Witnesses" - mt 
"Special Agent, F.B.1." 


i Agent, F.B.I." 
: 7 ; re 
“te Snould be noted that MADAM GORDON refused to sign this statement, al though 
- she admitted in the presence of Special Agent JAMES E. CONERTY, Deputy United 
_~+ ‘States Marshal ALBERT WOHLERS andthe writer, the facts contained therein were 
true and correct. This statement was read by her aloud and on numerous 
occasions she stated that the statement was true in every respect. While 
reading the statement MADAM GORDON initialed the corrections appearing on 
every page, but refused to sign it without the advice of her attorney. 


During the entire questioning of MADAM GORDON at the Chicago Field Division 
Office, she was very violently outspoken with regards to the unjust treat- 
ment that the black race have received from the whites. She went into elaborate 
details concerning the race riot which took place in 1916 in East St, Louis, 
Illinois. _ MADAM GORDON was residing in that city at that time and she - | 
claims that she came to Chicago as a result of these riots and that her 
son was very seriously injured by the white man during this riot. She 
also claims that as a child she and all the other blacks in the South were 
very unjustly treated by the whites and were not afforded an opportunity |. 
to attend schools nor any of the usual privileges of a human being. be, 


Throughout the questioning of MADAM GORDON at the Chicago Office she was . ww og 
very antagonistic in her attitude and on occasions became very violent and | 7 | 
loud spoken and made numerous statements, which which repeated to her later, 
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she denied having made such statements, Throughout the entire questioning 

MADAM GORDON maintained that the one principle of the Peace Movement of 

Ethiopia was the return of the black man to Africa, his native land. She 

often stated that Africa was the black man's country, and that they were 

citizens of Liberia and not American citizens, as set forth in the above 
_ Statement. She also stated on numerous occasions through the questioning 

that the black man owed allegiance to the Liberian or the Ethiopian flags, 

which flags, as she expressed it, were the black man's flags. She repeated 
over and over again that those members of her organization who had written ; 
to President BARCLAY of Liberia indicating that they intended to obtain 
‘citizenship in Liberia, were actually citizens of that country and were not 
citizens of America, She stated that she knew statements of this kind had 

been made at meetings of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, and further that no 
negro could be an American citizen because they were held in slavery in 

this country and were entitled to none of the privileges of a citizen. 


During the questioning of MADAM GORDON she stated that it was her belief 
that originally all the people in the world were blacks and that as a re=- 
sult of this she considered that the black race and the Japanese were one 
| and the same. She also said that she would rather marry a Japanese man 
| than a white man because she considered him to be of the same race as her- 
self, 


In questioning MADAM GORDON about the policies of her organization with re- 
gard to the Selective Service Act, she stated in the presence of Special 
Agent JAMES E, CONERTY and the writer on several occasions that no negro 
should serve in the armed forces until such time as they demanded and 
received the assurance that after the war was over the negro would be free, 
| She said that the black man has fought enough wars for the white man and 
that he shouldn't fight any more until that assurance is given. In oonnection 
with this, she readily admitted that she had told members of her organization : 
to claim conscientious objection as a deferment from Army service until 
August of 1941, when she was brought before the Grand Jury on charges of 
counseling the evasion of service in the armed forces. She advised that 
after August 1941 she has counseled none of her members with regard to 
any action under the Selective Service. She further stated that since 
this time she has nov even talked to a person of draft Bees 


On September 22, 1942 MADAM GORDON was escorted to the Chieaze Field Office 
by Deputy United States Marshal ALBERT WOHLERS, at which time she read and 
acknowledged the truth of the above statement, she discussed the program 
of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and also her beliefs in Ve nce of : 
Deputy United States Marshal WOHLERS and Special Agent JAMES E, CONERTY. | 
During this discussion she stated that "We are not Americans.", and that : 
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"We know only one flag, either the Ethiopian or the Liberian flag, and 

these flags are uppermost in the black mans mind." MADAM GORDON made further 
statements in the presence of Deputy United States Marshal WOHLERS, who later 
was requested to make notes of this conversation for any future use. 


On September 23, 1942 ALBERT WOHLENS signed the following statement which 
. sets forth the pertinent details concerning the above discussion with MADAM 
» GORDON s 


"Chicago, Illinois! 
"September 23, 1942! 


"T, ALBERT WOHLERS, make the following statement to 
Special Agents RICHASD W. AXTELL and JAMES E, CONERTY of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. J am a Deputy United States Marshal of 
the Northern District of Dllinois, stationed at Chicago, Illinois." 


“On September 22, 1942 I escorted MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, 
who at that time was in the custody of the United States Marshal, 
to the office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I was present 
during the time she read a statement that lad been prepared and was 
also present during the time that she made additions to this state- 
- ment. After the statement was completed and read by her, and the 
: necessary corrections made thereon, she stated that everything con- 
tained in the statement was true and correct, but that she refused 
to sign it until she had advice from her attorney." 


"Just prior to our departure from the offices.of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, lladam GORDON, Agent CONERTY and myself 
were discussing various things and during this time she stated 
her beliefs with regard to the black race. At this time she wasvery 
composed, was not;angry, and seemed. to be in full control of her 
emotions. She was aware that as soon as we arrived at the offices 
of the United States Marshal she was to be released on bond." 


"At this time Madam GORDON stated that it was necessary 
to educate the people of her race and that in order to educate 
them, it was necessary to use propaganda. When asked what she meant 
by propaganda, she said that maybe it was not the right word to use, 
but meant it was necessary to show her race that they were the 
original race, and that therefore they were superior to all other 
races. She said that the black race was on earth first and tmt 
they, meaning the black man, deserve their leadership for it." 
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"During this conversation she said, “We are not Americans" 
and that they only know one flag, either the Ethiopian or the 
Liberian flag and that those flags were uppermost in the black mans! 
minds with no disrespect for the flags or presidents of any other 
country." 


‘We have a membership, Madam GORDON said, of 4,000,000 black 
people. I then said to Madam GORDON, *Is it fair that my son, who- 
is a Captain in the Air Corps, has to fight for the 4,000,000 blacks 
and will probably be killed in his attempt to fight for the better 
things in life for both the American people and your 4,000,000- 
blacks, and have them wait to cash in on his ‘sacrafices?" Then Madam. 
GORDON said, "The black race has saved the white race in wars on 
several previous occasions, and the black race will be depended on _ 
to do it again." JI then answered Mrs. GORDON saying "You are 
evading my question", and I said "Do you know, Mrs. GORDON, I've 
a hunch that our of your 4,000,000 members, two-thirds of those 
eligible will sign up to fight for this country." Mrs. GORDON then 
answered, "They will, if they are given absolute assurance that 
they will be given their rights, and not otherwise," 


"I asked Mrs. GORDON again, "Now, Mrs. GORDON, don't you 
think it would be safer and more intelligent for the blacks of your 
group to get in and fight for this country first, and be victorious, 


and then ask for what you want. Maybe the peace terms to follow 


willbe an even better plan for you than the Ethiopian or Liberian — 
plan. tt 


WINo siree,"! replies Mrs. GORDON, uy if we . don't get the 
assurance now, then we will never get it after the war,"! 


"I know that all of these statements were made by Madam 


| GORDON in my presence on September 22, 1942 at the office of the 


Federal Bureau of Investigation and the statements were made by 
her in a calm and unruffled manner." 


\ 


/s/ ALBERT WOHLERS 


ALBERT WOHLERS 
Witnesses: 


/s/ Richard W. Axtell 


_ RICHARD W, AXTELL, Special Agent 
FBI, GhESa es: Illinois 


 /s/ James Ee Conerty 


JAMES E. CONERTY, Special Agent 
FBI, Chicago, Illinois 
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On September 28, 1942 MADAM GORDON came to the’ Chicago Field Office wi th 
certain records of the Executive Counsel and Local No. 1, which she wished 
to furnish this office in aiding the investigation in instant case. Special 
Agent JAMES E. CONERTY and the writer later interviewed her at her home in 
connection with these records, which she voluntarily furnished. At this 
time MADAM GORDON reemphasized that her organization was a militant nationalist 
group of colored individuals seeking their return to Africa and porther 

that the white race and the black race can never be welded together. 

this connection she stated that when Japan attacked the stitee Seeie Sh “they 
attacked the white race. In this same connection she/an er race d be 
accused of. aiding the Japanese. She stated that shé’ did-not-blame the 

white man for being angry at this bécause the Japanese had attcked the — 
white race, but not the black race. 


MADAM GORDON -also furnished a list of officers of the organization of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia as it presently exists; this will be set forth 
ina subsequent. report. 


The following description was obtained by personal observation and inter- 
rogation: 


NAME - se MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, . 
Bo ; alias Madam Gordon, alias 
. Mother Gordon 
ADDRESS 4451 South State Street, Chicago, 


Illinois 
_BORN August 2, 1889, Webster Parish, 
Oe Louisiana 
AGE. 53 years 
_ HEIGHT re a 
WEIGHT ; 7 185 pounds 
EYES Brown 
HAIR Black . . ; 
BUILD Heavy so 
COMPLEXION Light brown 
' SCARS AND MARKS - Mole on*chin, cancer on right 


' breast, mole on left cheek, growth 
on lobe of right ear, both ear lobes 
punched, numerous burn scars from 
waist to knees, three inch scar on | 
chest - . 


During the interview with MADAM GORDON on September 28, she stated that 
in addition to being a militant organization that they had a military unit 
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which unit engaged in military drills every Wednesday nightat 3144 South 
State under the direction of ULYSSES GRANT; this is also known as the 
Protective Corps,. whose duty consists of maintaining order during the 
meetings. ‘ , 


On September 21, 1942 MADAM GORDON was released to the custody of the United — 


States Marshal and she was arraigned before United States Commissioner EDWIN 
K. WALKER, pleaded not guilty to charges of violations of Sections 33 ‘and 
34, Title 50, United States Code, and bond was set at $10,000. Subsequently 
Assistant United States Attorney WILLIAM J. CONNOR advised. that MADAM GORDON 
had posted $10,000 bond and was released from custody. 


29 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents RALPH J. GREGG 
and WILLIAM J. SCHMID, accompariied by Police Officer WILLIAM MORRIS of the 
Ath District Police Station of the Chicago Police Department and the results 
thereof are being dictated by Special Agent GREGG. 


On September 20, 1942 the above named individuals proceeded to 3511 South 
Wabash Avenue in possession of a copy of a warrant for one "JONES! at that 
address, which copy is being retained in the files of this office. Other 
identifying features available to the agents were the facts that JONES 

was supposed to be 5' 11" tall, weighing about 160 lbs., with a bald pate, 
dark skin, and that he was chairman of Local Number 1 of the Peace Movement 
.of Ethiopia. His residence at 3511 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
had previously been verified. 3 


At approximately 7 o'clock in the morning, agents took SEON EMANUEL JONES, 

3511 South Wabash Avenues, into custody and he consented to come to the office 
of the Chicago Field Division for questioning. While Special Agents A. Lo 
MEYER and H, W.. ANDERSON made a search of the premises in the presence of 
MRS. JONES and with the consent of MRS, JONES and SEON JONES. 


The dictating agent immediately inquired to determine whether or not JONES 
was in possession of any moneyor other valuables which would be disclosed ! 
| _ by a search of the premises and MRS, JONES produced a total of $19.00 and 
- one $25.00 war savings bond as being the only items of this description on | 
c+ the premises. At this time she also certified in writing that the $19.00, ie 
’ together with the $25.00 war savings bond, were the only moneys or other 

valuables in their possession or control on the premises and that none of 

these items were removed from their custody by the Special Agents. These 

certificates, witnessed by reporting agent and signed in the presence of 

Special Agent W. J. SCHMID and police officer WILLIAM MORRIS, are being 

retained in the files of this case in the Chicago Field Division. 


A consent to search in writing, signed by SEON E. JONES in the presence of 
Special Agents GREGG and SCHMID is also being retained in the files of this 
case in the Chicago Field Division. 


At the office of the Chicago Field Division JONES! fingerprints and photo- 
graph were taken and these are being forwarded to the Bureau under separate 
cover with copies of his photograph being retained in the files of this CaS@o 


JONES was interrogated by the dictating agent in the presence of Special 
Agent WILLIAM J. SCHMID and the results of this questioning is set forth in ; 
the statement signed by JONES in the presence of dictating agent and Special 

Agent WILLIAM J. SCHMID, the contents of which are set forth as follows: 


is 


ise | 26 J 
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"Chicago, Illinois 
September 20, 1942 


"I, SEON EMANUEL JONES, hereby make the following statement to Special 


"Agents RALPH J. GREGG and WILLIAM J. SCHMID, who have identified them- 


selves to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, United 
States Department of Justice, voluntarily and of my own free will. No - 
threats or promises of any kind have been made to me, and I have. been told 
that anything which I may say may be used against me in court. i 


"J was born in Barbados, British West Indies, on January 17, 1892. I 
lived in that country until I was about seventeen years old, and in 1909. - 
went to the Panama Canal, where I worked for a period of about nine years as . 8 
a carpenter for the United States Government. - In 1917 I voluntarily enlisted 
in the British forces and served with the Tenth British West Indies Regiment 
in France, Belgium, and Italy in a laboring capacity, working at ammunition 
dumps and with the supply service, , 


"after being discharged in 1920 as a sergeant, I returned to the Panama Canal, { 
where I took up carpentry work again. Thereafter I went to Havana, Cuba, where 
I was a carpenter for two years for private contractors. JI then went to Nassau, | 
British West Indies, in 1922, and worked on the construction of a hotel. After } 
returning to Havana, Cuba, for a few months, I came to the United States, 
arriving at New Orleans on the §. S. CHALMET, a United Fruit Line ship, in 
1923, I stayed in New Orleans for about three months, and then came to 
Chicago. In 1926 I declared my intention of becoming a citizen in Chicago, 
Illinois. This application expired through lapse of time, and I again applied 
for first papers in 1938. My naturalization took place in February, 19420 


"In December, 1923, I married, VioLE MmnsmEn, who was also born in the British 
Wést Indies, and who is not as yet naturalized, having secured only her first 
paperse "= _ Bags 

"Fron 1925 until 1930:I*worked for Armour & Company as a carpenter, leaving 
there because of reduction of the working force. During the depression years, 
I did odd jobs as a carpenter, and also became ordained as a Spritualist by 
Madame GRAYSON in 1928. In 1935 I went to Detroit, Michigan, and opened an 
office at 262 E. Palmer Street as a spiritual adviser and psychic scientist. 
In 1936 I returned to Chicago and’ since that time have been employed at the te 
American Car & Foundry Company, 2310 S. Paulina Street, as a carpenter, . 


"I have been a member of the Ancient free and Accepted Masons since 1926, and | 
am now secretary of Oriental Lodge No. 68, which.meets at 47th and State Streets 

in Casey's Hall. Inasmuch as I am secretary, the mail address of the organ- 

ization is 3511 S. Wabash Avenue. I have~been secretary since 1940, and there 

are about one hundred members in the lodge. 


27 | ri | | ; e. 
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‘upon his release. 


"Z am also president of Local Noe 1 of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, and. 


. I have held this position since 1939. 


"The national headquarters and offices of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia are 
located in Chicago, Dllinois, at 4451 South State Street, which is the home 
address of MRS. M. M. Le GORDON, whom I also know as MADAME GORDON « I have 
known her for approximately fifteen yearse 


"a letterhead of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia has. Reon exhibited to me, on 
which appear the TOLL onane officerss: 


Secretary General . iz og 
1st Asst. Pres. Gentl ite OC KUORE ) | e 
2nd Asst. Pres. Gen'l Hef BROT a 
National Organizer ey 
Chaplain . 
Board of Directors 
cvserz' We PM “JOHNSON | ae 
E. DXJUNNIOR, 
—— BXHUNE 
catia 37a EN 
a e _ JAMESYE00RLETT 
ook < GSCALVIN fs 
Me , EN ; E. ‘Ae? HOLLIDAY 
yee 4 J. ROCKMORE..” - 
ee He B ‘3 i 


L a) 
with reference to these individuals, I will state that. ‘T have known Ee Ae 


HOLLIDAY for a number of: years and am aware of the fact that he has been in 


the federal penitentiary at Sandstone, Minnesota, on some kind of Selective 
Service violation. I know this because the federal parole board inquired 
whether I would sponsor him and act as adviser and secure an employer for him 


‘WSo far as I a J. ROCKMORE is deceased. I have not seen He BROWN for 


several months, and I therefore believe that he is no longer in the movement . 
All I. know about MRS..C...J. ALLEN is that she is national. organizer. JI have 


‘Kyiown D. J. LOGAN for seven or ‘eight years, and he has frequently spoken at 


meetings of Local No. 1, of which I am president. I do not believe -that 
W. H. MERRIWEATHER has been connected with the movement since about 1939. 
JACOB E. HART is, I believe, a member of Local No. 3 of the Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia at Gary, Indiana. I am unable to furnish any information con- 


- cerning W..P. JOHNSON or E. D. JUNNIOR. I believe that H. HUNT is no longer 


connected with the movement, and that G. CALVIN is also deceased. I met 


JAMES GOODLETT when I first. joined the Peace Movement » 


28 
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"T am the Chairman of Local No. 1 . the. Peace Movement of Ethiopia, which 
meets at 352 & 47th street in Boulevard Hall every Sunday afternoon. We 
have several thousand members, but the usual Sunday attendance varies from 
between four hundred and five hundred people. I hold my office by appoint- 
ment from MADAME GORDON, with the approval of the members by a rising vote. 
The other officers of Local No. 1, who are etecbed by the members of the 
Local, are: 


First vice-president ie Katee 

an «47216. Calumet AV@o 
and vice-president 
Treasurer 


2 4822 Lay ley. 
Secretary MRS. C, ‘SIMMS | 
56th: Street” 


"Local Noe 2 of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia meets in a ebane front ut 1900 
Wo. 14th Street, more particularly described as the North West corner of 14th 
Street at 1900, and the chairman is a MR. BRANCH, whose identity has been 
known to me for about eight years, and whom I have known personally in the ° 
Peace Movement for about four years. | ; a 


"Local Noo 3 meets in Gary, Indiana, and Local No. 6, of which a MR. PRUITT 

is chairman, meets in a store front in the middle of the 3100 block on the 
west side of State Street. I do not know where Local Nos. 4 and 5 are located. 
I have no information concerning the locals bearing numbers over six. 


"] was appointed in nee and have been re-appointed each February for a 
one~year tems : 


"Local Noo 1 has in addition a Protective Corps, the leader of which is “called 
a lieutenant, the lieutenant in Local No. 1 being ULYSSESS ‘SaAGRANT, 5058 So 
State Street. A list of members of tne Protective Corps, > together with their 
addresses, is set forth as poltone?: 


oN 


\ 
PanplnLitiis 308-8. 46th st. Drexel 4955 
lst floor er 
DANIEL STEWARD~ 7 5358 Prairie Ave. Ken. 7376 
feos - 2nd floor , 


. 314 E. 37th Ste 4th ‘floor 
4844 State Street - 3rd floor _ 
os 5121 Federal Sto. 2nd. floor 
5311 8. Michigan’ Ave. Atl. 9241 


lst floor 
a ee 5029 Calumet Ave. - basement 
EDDESYMUSE «4135 Prairie Ave. 3rd floor, 2 Fings 


23 
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ALBERT YERMENY | 4952 S. Dearborn St. lst floor rear 


sais 7 canaries ; : 4712 Calumet Oak. . 9322 
fe. iS -lst floor rear 
DU ALLMAN , _ 4732 8. State St. 4th floor 
ap OSCARA MONDSON voc 4700.8. Parkway; 3rd floor 
ee a osc aD KES ~~ LG 58_W-Roosevelt Rd. — Hay.,.6886— 
SVENS <<" -3976Vincennes Ave.«:Basement, rear 
59. Bs 59th. St.-: = NOE. 8750 
137 E. 50th Sst. ~ Dre. 9680 
3rd floor eo 
come 628 W. 14th St. Can. 4355 
pnd floor 
jie eee ee wees ox 4819.8. Dearborn Ken.\'7649 -—7 
WILLIAM BAILEY "5324 5324 Calumet = basement; ~3-rings. 
ULYSSESS S.: GRANT . 5058 S. State St. “Oak. 1395 — 


x 3rd floor rear, 1 ring” 


"The purpose of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, as I ondgnetand it, is to | 
secure the repatriation of the members of the movement in africa. The move- 
ment centers around a bill presented in Congress in 1939 by Senator BILBO of 
Mississippi, to provide for the repatriation and resettlement of American negroes 
in Liberia. At that time, Senator BILBO hadthe support of about two or three - 

' million negroes who had signed petitions approving his bill. I recall that in 
1939 about five hundred colored people went to Washington to support the bill 
under the sponsorship of the Heace Movement of Ethiopiae 


ny wish ” state that this constitutes the sole purpose of the Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia, and that no one is permitted to deviate from this subject in the 
course of the meetings. 


ths chairman of Local No. 1, I introduce the speakers and prepare the program, 
and I am Present on the platfonn during the speeches. 


"There have been exhibited to me-pencilled notations for programs on various 
dates, which I had at my home, and’ sol lowing are the programs showing the 
speakers on the dates specified: 


F@ruary 1,192 . Morr | | ao C 
e ' STUBBS | 


} A 3 Og 
DAXSTEWARD 
- ELLIS \ - roa 


“BRANCH SS = 
BONNER 
MR, / GORDON . 
Sug M.WALI ; 
2 . Me Ma -1ona0y 


30 
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"From my notes I recall that nt op au sang a solo, and that JAUNITA, BANKS, 
_ and DAVIS sang a song. 


February 8, 1942 MATT 
DANIEL STEWART 


MR. GOODLETT 
M. ALT 
‘ELLIS 


. March 29, 1942 - MATT 
| "STEWARD 
SIMMS 
MEANS | S g& *.. 4 a 
STUBBS. ‘ 2 ae 
BRANCH, =| 7 
GOODLETT, x 
Dd. Je LOGAN 7 . : | 
ae A. CLARK! resident #6) 
: _ MR. We Gs?GORDON 


"The Paid who were ivsted® on the program aia not speaks: 


MR. BONNER 
DR. BLEE ) 
MRS. BROVN — aa Local No. ae 


July 12, 1942 - MOTT - 4 
Os . STEWARD 
_ MEANS 
- BRANCH . 
ELLIS : es 
LOGAN at 
MR. GORDON 


July 19, 1942 STUBBS 
| MOTT 
MEANS 
. BRANCH 
| . LOGAN 
! -. GORDON 


mec 
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STEWARD 


August 2, 1942 Morr 


. August 9, 1942 MOTT 


BRANCH 
JUANTTAYCARTER (singer) 
| CLARK 
os = | ELLIS _ 
oD, J. LOGAN 
“We Ge GORDON 
BONNER . 
MADAME GORDON 


August 30, 1942 MOTT 


Nalso scheduled were MR. GORDON and MR. ROBERTS, second vice-president df 
Local. Noe 6. They did not, however, speak 


September 13, 1942 ‘STEWARD 
PRUITT 

MEANS 

BRANCH 


TE meen 
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D. J. LOGAN ; _ 

BONNER . . ie 
We Ge GORDON ; | 
ELLIS 
MR. SCHAACK 

MRS. SIMMS : 


y, 
"I recall that on one occasion MRS. VICTO JOHW{SCHAACK was to speak, but 
that at the meeting her husband, AFRICANNU, HAACK, made a talk. 


"at the meetings, a collection is usually taken from the members, and their 
voluntary contributions are used for the cost of renting the hall and of 
maintaining the automobile belonging to the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 


"'T also have recognized a. small slip of paper indicating that on September 
6, 1942, I sold two copies of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia Constitution © 
for 25¢ a piece, and my purpose in writing the notation on the slip of paper 
was to inform the secretary of that facte 


"With reference to J. ELLIS, who spoke at the meeting on September 13, 1942, 
I understand that he is a citizen of Liberia. J have known him for about four 
years, during which time he has been living on the south’ side of Chicago. 


- "I am not very well acquainted with AFRICANNUS SCHAACK, because I saw him 
_7* only once, on September 13, 1942, but I understand that he is also a Liberian. 


"MRS. STUBBS is lady president of Local No. 1. She took office two years ago 
after having been elected by the members of the local. ; 


"J have listened to many speeches made by MADAME GORDON, and I am familiar 
with the general content of them. I wish’to assert that she confines her 
speeches to the purpose of the organization, which I explained above, and she 
takes the position that Africa is the homeland of the negro and that Africa 
belongs to the colored peoples; that they were transplanted from Africa to 
America by force; that Africa is more congenial and more adapted to their 


physique and general welfare, and that the negroes should, therefore, be repatriated 
to their homeland. 


"I have been informed by MRS. GORDON and by D. J. LOGAN that LOGAN went to Liberia 
in about 1938 as the representative of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, to con- 
fer with the Liberian government and to determine whether or not that government — 
would admit the group known as the Peace Movement of Ethiopia if. they should 
be repatriated. ‘The purpose of his mission was also to determine whether the 
Liberian government would grant tracts of land on which the members could be 
self-sustaining. I understand that LOGAN was informed by the Liberian govern- 
ment that the group would be permitted to enter Liberia and settle there, 

- provided the United States government took care of the transportation and fuFnished 
a stipulated sum to maintain the returning negroes until they could take care 

_ of themselves. : 33. 
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"I wish to state that on no occasion have I ever heard MADAME GORDON make 
any statement about Japanese victories on islands in the Pacific Ocean; that 
I have never heard’ her make any remarks to the effect that the Japanese were 
the friends of the negroes, or that the negroes and Japanese had a common 
bond because of color. ; 


"I also wish to state that I have never heard any of the other individuals whose 

names I have referred to above as being speakers at weekly meetings of Local 

No. 1 of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, make any remarks favorable to the a 
‘Japanese or to any country with which the United myeeee is at war. % 


"The Peace Movement of Ethiopia, so far as I know, has no official or wacttecead ' 
policy in regard to the Selective Service Act. Although we believe that we 

are Africans, we also believe in observing the PepUore One: of the Selective 
Service Act. ; 


Jd 

"I registered for Selective Service with Local Board No. 81 on April 27, 1942, 
and my registration was entirely consistent with my attitude toward Selective a: 
Service. le 
, : 
i 


"Although I have been attending meetings of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 

for a period of several years and am fairly well acquainted with what is going 

on in the vicinity of my residence, I have never heard any discussion to the 

effect that the negro peoples should arise and overthrow the white race with 
_~ the eosepenetion and assistance of the Japanese. 


"I recall now that. on one occasion a colored man of Ethiopia was talking to some 
other people about speeches that he had heard in Washington Park, in whic h 
references were made to the Japanese. So,far as I know, he was not a member 

of Local No. 1, and this was the only occasion on which I have ever heard 
reference to that subject. 


"T know that MADAME (GORDON was called before the Federal Grand Jury and accused 
of something to do with counselling colored youths not to register for Selective 
Service. JI wish to state, however,that I have never. heard MRS. GORDON give 

any such advice to any colored member of the Movement, and that on the con- 
trary, I have heard her tell them on numerous occasions that they should fill 
out their questionnaires and Yegister in compliance with the act. 


ut neeteaeig deny having heard MADAME GORDON announce a Japanese victory in 
the Pacific Islands to the membership of Local No. 1 on August 30, 1942, or 

on any other occasion. I also deny that I made a short speech saying that I 
was happy to hear that announcement. I also deny that I made any remark to 

the effect that the American people are trying to keep a secret that they do 
not have supplies, or that the reports that Americans are sinking foreign 


34 
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ships are false. I deny all of this, saying that I have never made these or 
any other similar remarks. 


"J have read the foregoing typewritten statement, consisting of nine pages, 
and have initialed each page and all corrections. And I re-affirm that the 
statements set forth therein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


"WITNESSES s 

Ralph J. Gregg 

William J. Schmid 
Special Agents, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, U. S. Dept. of Justice 
1900 Bankers Blidg., Chicago, Ill." © 


_../s/ SEON EMANUEL JONES 


The original of this signed statement, together with six copies thereof, is 
being retained in the files of this case in the Chicago Field Division. 


‘Additional information furnished by JONES which is not included in the state- 
ment set forth above is as follows. 


JONES was in possession of a Registration Certificate showing that he had 
registered for Selective Service on April 27, 1942 with Local Board No. 8l. 


He was also in possession of membership cards in the International Union, 
United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of America 
(UAW CIO)» He also produced an employee's badge, #A-13, indicating that 

he was so identified at the American Car and Foundry Company, Social Security 
Number 351-10-2991, and he stated that the employment manager was MR. lL. lM. 
ROBINSON. The American Car and Foundry Company is located at 2310 South 
Paulina Street, and he stated that he had been there since 1936. 


MR. JONES furnished the information that he was secretary of Oriental Lodge 
No. 68 of the Masons, that he had held this position since 1940, that there 
were approximately one hundred members in the lodge, and it was noted that 
among his effects was a great quantity of correspondence, literature, and 
passbooks relating to Oriental Lodge No. 68. . 


He stated that the Masonic order to which he belonged was founded by a Prince. 
HALL and that the officers of ‘his lodge were as follows: 


DR. JOHN c)XeLits, Grand Master of the State of Illinois, - 
Decater, Illinois - 
MANSON\BRACEY, 3537 South Park Avenue, (1942), Worshipful Master 
We NeXJAMES, 70 East 56th Street (1938-39), Senior Warden 
J. E.XHUDLEY, Junior Warden. 
WILLIAM, Re<EAULKNER, Treasurer | a ' 
VICTORYPRUITT, 5805 Michigan Ave. O91), 5637 Michigan Ave., (1940) 
Past Master. ; ; 
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It was noted that the letterheads of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia which were 
found in the subject's posséssion bore a sphinx head and a crescent with a star 
near one point. JONES would give no further explanation of these emblems than 
to say that’ the sphinx head referred to Egypt and that the crescent and star 
was merely an insignia. Bo 


JONES was questioned thoroughly about the purposes and activities of the 

Peace Movement of Ethiopia. He readily admitted that as chairman of Local 
Number 1 he was one of the key individuals in the movement and that for a 
period of three years he had been presiding it and present at‘all but a 

few meetings of Local Number 1. He also admitted that he. had been in a good 
position to hear all of the ‘speeches made at these meetings but upon question- 
ing he seemed: at a loss to be able to explain or amplify the subject matter 

of the speeches that were made to the membership. ° 


He was asked to summarize the content of speeches generally made by MADAME . 
GORDON, D. J. LOGAN, or any of the other people who regularly spoke at the 
local's meetings but he claimed that he was unable to recall what they had 
said. He also admitted that as chairman of: Local: Number 1 he made up the 
program of speakers, extended invitations to persons to speak, determined 
the order in which they would appear on the platform, and recognized members 
from the floor who desired to give a talk, but that he was unable to recall 
the nature of their talks wall enough to quote them in substance. The only 
statement he would make was a claim that in all the speeches the persons 

.* making them were required to, and, according to him, did adhere to the main 

'. purpose of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, namely, the repatriation of the 
group to Africa. He also stated that he admonished each speaker to "stick 
to the principles of the organization" and when questioned as to the type of 
deviation which this was intended to forestall, he said that he did not know. 


JONES was also closely questioned to determine whether or not he could ever 
recall having heard a reference to the Japanese or Asiatic Peoples or to ex=- 
pressions to the effect that there was a common bond of color and heritage 
between the negroes and either the Japanese or other Asiatics and he stoutly 
maintained that he had never heard any such discussion or idea expressed. 
‘Furthermore, he stated without qualification that on only one occasion had he 
ever heard any reference to the above ideas. This is described: in the state- 
ment which he signed and which is set forth above and he made this statement 
even though admitting that he had been living in the south side section of 
Chicago for a considerable number of years and where suth ideas were more or 
_ less common knowledge. | 


It was noted that whereas JONES has been very active over a period of several | 
years in the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, espousing the idea that the american 
negro should be repatriated in Africa, he has at the same time completed his 
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application for citizenship papers. He was questioned concerning the incon- 
sistency in claiming African citizenship and working for the return of the group 
to Africa and at the same time declaring his allegiance to the United States 
and renouncing an allegiance to all other countries. He was unwilling to admit 
that there was any inconsistency or that his work in the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia in any way contradicted his declared intention to become a Permanent 


resident of the United States, saying 


possibly understand it." 


"You're not a black man so you couldn't 


JONES was taken by the dictating agent and Special Agent W. J. SCHMID to 

the Maxwell Avenue Police Station, 943 West Maxwell Street, and placed in 

the custody of the Chicago Police Department at 5:30 pm, pending his arraign~ 
ment before the United States Commissioner on the following morning, Monday, 


September 21, 1942. 


‘A log was maintained while JONES was in the custody of the agents and this 
is being retained in the files of this case in the Chicago Field Division. 


The notes of MISS HELEN NEUFFER, stenographer, taken in connection with sub- 
ject's statement, are also being retained in instant file. 


The list of members of the Protective Corps which is set forth in the state~ 
ment ‘signed by JONES is also being retained as an exhibit in this case. 


The / following description was obtained through interview and observation: 


i 


NAME 
AGE. 

DATE OF BIRTH 
PLACE OF BIRTH 
CITIZENSHIP STATUS 


-. HEIGHT 

‘. WEIGHT 

- BUILD 
COMPLEXION 
HAIR 

FEATURES 
TEETH : 
MARITAL STATUS 
RELATIVES 
OCCUPATION 


SEON EMANUEL JONES 
50 


January 17, 1892 
Barbados, British West Indies 
Naturalized citizen (February, 1942 
at Chicago, Illinois) © 
5! 11" s 
170 pounds 
Athletic, slender 
Dark Brown 

rk brow ; 
Black, with small curls, bald pate 
Regular 
Good 
Married ; ‘ 
VIOLET WEBSTER JONES, wife 
Carpenter, dmerican Car & Foundry Co, 
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On septenber 20, 1942 at 7:30 A.Me the subject, 1 DAVID JAMES LOGAN, was , arrested 

. at his home at 1844 W. Fillmore, Chicago, Dlinois, upon a warrant issued 

“~ September 19, 1942 ty UpS. shaper pier’ EDWIN Ke. WALKER, Chicago, Illinois, in 
which ‘LOGAN was charged with the violation of Sections 33 and 34, Title 50, 
UeSeCe, by Special Agents’ Roger J_ GRATTAN, JAMES J. DILLON, EDWARD T. FISHER, 
BRYANT H, CROFT and Police Officer WILLIAM MORRIS of the Chicago Police 
Departments The subject was taken to the Chicago Field Cffice for apecntceing 
by epeotes Agent GRATTAN and CROFT and ire MORRIS. - y 


Special Agents FISHER and DILLON conducted a search of the subject's premises 
at 1844 Wo Fillmore and several articles were taken into custody and are 
presently being retained in the Chicago Field Office, After an evaluation 
thereof detailed information concerning the materials seized will be set forth 
in a later reporte 


fhe sabjeot LOGAN was fingerprinted and photographed at tho Chicago Field 
Office and interviewed relative to his: oe and eotive bee as = 
officer. of: the Peace Movenent of Ethic 


Thé. subject LOGAN executed the following eignel statanents 


®Chicago, Diinois 
September 20, 1942 


ve I, ‘David Janes Logan, make this statenent voluntarily to Bryant Ho 
..+ Croft and Roger J. Grattan, whom I know to be special agents of the Federal 
‘Bureau of Investigatione I know that I do not have to make this statanant and. 
no pronies or threats have been made in obtaining ite 


_ I was bern Septenber ' 1874 in Marshall, Texas My father was 
Henry Logan and my mother Cora Greer Legan, both of whom are decagsed. I had. 
two brothers and two sisters whose names and addresses are as follows: Albert 
..Logan, Texarkana, Texas; Earl Logan, Houston, Texas; Boily Logan 
ouston, Texas, and Angeline Log gerty, Houston, Texas. I attended. school 

in Marshall, Texas until the eighth grade, at which “Line 1 quiet ant went to 
work on the farmo On July 29, 1896 I married Amand\(Hilliams. The following 
children were born to uss David James Logan, dre, ‘deceased;- ‘LeoXLogany. 3348 

- Rhodes Avenue, Chicago; Troyx gan» 531; EB.’ 37th Street, Chicago; carat 
613 E. 65th Street, Chicago nj ee Johnson, 3601 Ellis Park, Chicago 
Christine'Logan, deceased; thy, 6748 aoe Chicago; Lins Mae 

. “Palones, Los Angeles, California. ; 


; After ‘leaving school, I worked on the farm until I wee 20 years of 
age and in 1894 I went to work far the Cotton Belt Railroad and continued 
working on that railroad and the Taxas and Pacific Reilread until 1917. In 

' 1917 I enlisted in the Ue Se Army on August 6th, and was assigned to the 317th | 
Enginsers Corps. On January 3, 1918 I was honorably discharged fran the aia! . 
on account of dependency of my familys 
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"Om July 3, 1918 I arrived in Chicago, Tlinois from Texarkana, 
‘Texase I came here because conditions on the farm were not sufficient to make 
@ living, and I desired to find public work, By 1920 my family came to Chicago 
to live with meg I have lived in Chicago, Tiinois, sinte that date. ; 


In 1922 ny wife died, and on May 23, 1923 I married Gertaide ~ 
sat a widow, who had no childrene In 1925 we separated, and obtained a 
divorcee, and = the next three > years I lived in various rooming houses in 
Chicago. © 


| On May 1, 1928 I married fore een a widoy, with the following 
childrens Eugene4P ornell, 3701 Ellig/Aveme; Mrs. EmnottsGtaples, 3814 
Vincennes, Chicago, Tilinois; Mable/Grafton, Memphis, T sace, Gertrude __- 
“Dod “Dodson, Mississippi; Thomas] \9 Mississippi. I. an cust living with 
erie Purnell at my hone ‘at 1a, ‘We Fillmore,. Chicago, TiLincis. 


Upon my arrival in Chicago in 1918 I obtained work ‘at the Union 
Stock Yards as a fireman for the Armour Packing Cempany, which position I~ 
Held for four years, In 1922 I obtained a position with the Ardmore Cons trustion 
Cog as @ concrete mixer and: cement finisher, which position I held until 
1930. At that time the company went broke because of the depression, and I 
lost my position. I thereafter went upon Government relief and waked at various 
times on the WPA earning from $55.00 to $85.00 a month, I remained on relief ~ 
work until 1940, at which time I was put on old age assistance and am presently 
receiving $31.00 per. month thereframe | 


a “Tama member of the Peace Movenent. of Ethiopia; thie organization 

“ was founded in this country by Mademe MeMeLe Gorden in about February 1932, 
I joined that: organisation late in 1933 I-have previously been a menber of 
the Universal Negro Improvenent Aescciation since 1919, I have alse been a 
member of the Odd Fellows Club, the Grand Masonic Order of Masons, the Royal 

_ Circle of Friends of the World, the United Sons and Daughters of Tabor, and 
‘the American Woodmen. I held offices in most of these organizations. 


Ian presently on the Executive Council of the Peace Movement of 
Bentopta and hold the position of chaplaing I. joined this organization because 
the aims and objects of it were in line with my ow ideas. I went to their 
meetings and liked them, and joined in 1933. The first meeting I attended 
was held at 2346 Filton Street. I-became a manber of the Executive Council . 
shortly after I joined the organisation. The organization had about 400,000 
members. in the United States at that time.. About 17,000 of these persons | 
lived in Chicago. My duties as chaplain are to open the meetings with prayer, 
and to direct and advise the organization spiritually and to install the officers. 
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| othe spialtet isa consists of an Executive Council of Thirteen menbers and 


several locals spread throughout the United States. The headquarters of the 
council is at the home of. Madame Gordon, 4451 S. State Streete She is the 
executive president. other menbers of the Executive Council are Jacob<fart, | 
Indians Harbor, Indiana; Mre Johnson, the executive treasurer, Mr. Holliday, | 
executive secretary; Joseph Bonner; J ; Iawrencesfloores Joseph 


aneineaa; mastereat-arms. In view of the ck that Holliday was sent to 


Sandstone, Minnesota on a-selective service violation, Mrs. Simms, who is 
secretary of Local Board #1, is the acting executive secretary of the Council, 


In the city of Chicago there are three Local chapters. Local #1 ~ 
meets Sunday night at the Boulevard Hall, 352°B. 47th Street. The president 
of that local is Mr. T. Jones. The approximate attendance is between 200 and 
300 people. Local #2 meets Thursday at 1400 W.. 4th Place. The president of 
that lecal is “Washington Branch, The approximate attendance of Local #2 is 
20. Local #6 mects en Tuesday evening at 3144 S. State Street. The president 
of the local is Albert Clark, and the approximate attendance is 20 members. 
Local #3 is located at Indiana Harbor, Indiana, and the president is a Mro 
Collins. The approximate attendance at that local is 20 people. I usually 
attend tho meetings of all four of these locale. 


The executive Council meets once a month on the first Friday of 
each month at Madam Gordon's home, The organisation has about 19 or 20 
locals in the United States but have members in = but three of the States 
of the Unions 


Membership in the organisation is obtained yy the signing of a 
‘petition showing agreanent with the aims of the organisation. The petitions are 
usually signed by people who attend the meetings of the various locals. We 


- also obtain membership through the sending of Srunners" throughout the 


country for the purpose of speaking to people concerning the aims of the 
organizations The orgenizetion presently has a petition with two and a half 
million names signed to it, which petition has been submitted to Senator Bilbo 
of Mississippi, who introduced a bill into Congress in 1939 on behalf of the 
erganization, The organization also has another petition of approximately 

one and & half million names, which is presently in the possession of Madam 
Gordon, and which wilt be submitted to Senator Bilbo. 


No dues ere required or. collected by the organization. Public donations 
are accepted at. the meetings but no stipulated amount is asked, There are no paid 
officers in the organization, The Executive Council receives money from the 
three locals in Chicago and Local #3 at Indiana Harbor, Indiana, but none of the 
other locals in the country every send any donations to the Executive Councils 


40 
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"fhe Executive Treasurer, Johnson, kesps the monay and I believe he has . 
about $35.00 to $50.00 presently in his possession which are the funds of 
the Executive Council. I do not know where these funds are kept by Johnson. 
The organisation receives no other finances from any other soured. 


The purpose of the Peace Movenent of Ethiopia is to return the 

_ people of African descent to their homes in Africa where they belong. The 
constitution of the organization reflects that its aims and beliefs are 
charity, friendship and sociel activities. Its motto is "one God, One. 
Country, One Paople." Its principles incinde love, peace, truth and. justice 
for 811 men with service to our God and people and to cur country Africa. 
The object of the organization is to get out of the United States and move 
in a mass migration to Africa, 


It is our desire that all people of African descent be united 
under one Governments It is believed that all persons who have one-sixteenth 
' African blood in their veins are of African descent and of our people. 


The organisation believes that the white man has made a promise to 
the black man to return him to his om land in Africas The organisation believes 
that the United States Government will return the black man to Africa, It — 
believes that the black man can and should have a country of his own, with his 
om. nation, people, flag, god amd money. It is the belief of the organization 
that until cur people achieve this end, we do not possess real independences 
We do not believe we have independence in this country, as we. are dependent upon 
the white man's government, his flag, his people, his culture, and his money, 

_.@and in such a circumstance, the black man cannot be considered frecs 


The organization is opposed’ to war in all forms. Woe would rather not 
bear arms against Japan or Germany, or any other country. However, the organization 
began military training about the time ef the Japanese attack on Pearl Harber. 

- This training following a revision of the constitution of the organization, 
which revision I assisted in. The constitution of the organization frem 1932, 
at. the time of its revision, also made provisions for military training within 
the organisation but none was. ever carried cut. | 


In 1938 I made a trip to Liberia on behalf of the organization, at 
which time I observed that our goverment had an army at heme, I advised the 
organization of this fact upon my return in January 1939 but no effort was 
made to conduct any military training with the organigation, until the order 
was given by Madam Gordon about Desember of 1941¢ I: do not know why military 
training was not undertaken before that date and cannot say what prompted her 
to commence the program at thet time, It is my belief that the military traine 
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ning was instituted because. Liberia itself had an iis: 


I arrived ‘in Liberia on December 5, 1938 with Joseph Rocknore, who 

4s now deceased. The two of us were sent to Libaria for the Peace Movement 

of Ethiopia to negotiate with that government fer land for a-national home for 

the black man. The organisation financed the trip and had obtained the funds | 
to do so since 1932 through the collection of nickels and dimes, and through | 
the sale of old scrap material. The organisation collected $1816.69 for the | 
purpose of. finaneing this trip. Rockmore and I’ each received about $700.00 
apleee as expenses for the trip, A certain amount had been used up by Madame 
Gordon and Mrs. Celia J. Allen for preparation for the trip, but they were 
advised by Senator Bilbo not to go and Rockmore and I went in their place. 
Upon our arriva} in Liberia, we thereafter met with the president of the | 
Liberian republic and his council upon one cccasion. We were thereafter called. 
in by the Senatorial Committee of that country who were to investigate the 
purpose of our mission. We obtained a signed, written. document from the 
president of Liberia, advising that that government would. be willing to | 
furnish to the black people any amount of land they might choose if they — 
immigrate to Liberia. One of these written. documents was sent by alr mail 
to Madame Gordon, and an exact copy of that document was carried home by use 
We left. Liberia on Jammary 4, 1939 and returned to Chicago on January 27, 
193% One of these copies of this written document was furnished by the 
organization to Senator Bilbo, and the other is presently in the possession 
of Madam Gordon. The. last word received from the Liberian Gevernment was a | 
letter received by mo fran Charles L. Simpson, secretary of state, three. 
months ago, in which he explained the econanic effects of the Eee war. OB 
that country : 

I have never eavtoat agsinee registration andes the Selective Service 

Acte I personally have two sons who might be called to bear arms for this | 
country, and if they are I ‘shall: not rebel against ite 


‘I was born and reared in the United States and I have been loyal and 

-- true to this country.. I enlisted in. the U. S. Army during the Spanish American 
War and in 1917, as previously indicated, to serve this country. However, I 
am not concerned at the present time with the war existing between Japan and 
the United States or Germany and the United States. My only concern is the 
movement of the black people back home to Africas I believe that in the event 
Japan should defeat the United States our people in this country would be 
treated "like hell". I do admit, however, that in view of the fact that the 

. Japanese people are not called members of the white race, that they are more 
probably called members of the black race by my organisations I do not know ; 
what the condition of the black man might be under Japanese rule but I am sure 
it would not be any worse for the black man than it has been under the white 
man's rule for some of use It is my belief that after all of the contributions 
of my people to “you and your country," that out lot has not been fair, and 
that we have not been treated as we should have beens 
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"I deny that in my speech of Septambar 6, 1942, I made any remarks 
about a certain draft evader, who allegedly belonged to a Moorish groupe I 
did. not stated that this fellow had refused to report for induction because 
of his religion and do not recall the audience wildly applauding because of ite . 
I may have been present at a time when Madam Gordon stated that on Decenber 
7th one billion black people struck for freedom, but I do recall that such a 
statement was made by someone. I do not feel I am in a position to interpret 
the meaning of that statement but admit it does have its inferences. I have 
never at any time stated in a meeting of that organization, or any other 
organisation, that the negroes should stop ‘killing thenselves and kill more 
white people. I did not hear Madam Gordon state at any time that one-half of 


the people of ‘India had joined with Japan. 


"It is not true that our organisation is seditious. I do not presently 
know of any draft evaders within the organization but I have heard of some whom 

I do not know. The organization does not advocate that its members refuse to 
register under the Selective Service Act; however upon frequent occasions I 

will admit that statements have been made by speakers at the meetings of the 
organization which were seditious in nature. It has been the policy of the 

Executive Council to warn any speaker against making such statements, and also 

to reprimand anyone who may have done 30. We have called individuals before the 
Council who have made statements which we considered were of a seditious nature 

and advised them that it was not wise to make such statements. I do not: 


‘remenber the names of any such individuals, but I do Imow such statements have 


been made by speakers who are excited and angry at the time said statenents i 
were made. I honestly stated that I cannot furnish the names of such individuals . 


' , because I do not know then, I have never at any time heard any member of my 


organisation express-sympathies for a foreign government. I have heard such bh 
sympathies expressed by individuals at the Washington Park Forum, which I | 
attended during the year of 1940, but those individuals were never at any tino 
a member of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. Such individuals were tied up and 
eomected with the "Red" Sree techies of ente ee as indicated by their 

close association with theme . 


: ‘I have been csuass with Madam nee and her husband William Gordon 
since 1921, at which time they also were mambers of the Universal. Negroes 


-Improvenent Association. I have been associated with them since that time in 
‘that organization and later and presently within the Peace Movement of Ethiopias 


However I am seldom with those individuals except at public meetings or at 


‘meetings of the Executive Council. My association with them has been only for 


the purpose of furthering the cause of the organisation ~ to return our people 
to Africa, and for no other reasons 


‘I am acquainted with: ire Te Jones, who is president of Local fl in 
Chicago, Illinois, and have know him for five or six years. I am well acquainted 
with him and meet him every Sunday night at the meeting of that Local, Qn one 
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“er two occasions, I have been to his home when he had sickness there. I 
have never heard Jones make ans statenents oon the war or the draft 
in this countrys — 


I am well acquainted with Washington Branch, who is the president 


of Local #2, I have knom him for twenty years and first became acquainted. 


with him in the Universal Negroes Improvement Association. I have been 
associated with him in that organisation and the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
since that timee I honestly state that I know of no activities of Pranch 
which indicate that he is pro~Japanese in his spmpathies, 


I imow Ellis and have know him since 1939, when I returned fron 
Liberia. Ellis is a native born Liberian, and upon my return came to me 
because I had been in his country. He is a member of the Peace Movenent of 
-Ethiopia, often speaks, but holds no executive office, I. worked clogely with 
him in meetings and know that he is an alien, but do not know whether he 
registered under the Selective Service Acte He is a cautious man, has good 
sense, and is careful of what he says, I do not know of any activities of 
Ellis indicating that he is pro=Japanese or pro-German in his feelings. 


_ I-have met Schaack only once, that occasion being on Sunday September 
Us, 1942, at which time he spoke at the meeting of the organization. I have 
not'seen him since. He also is from Liberia; however I met his wife in Liberia 
in 1939, at which time she was the secretary to the cashier of the Bank of 


‘ Monrovies It is my opinion that Schaack has a U.5. Government jobs ~ | 


I was. at one time a colonel in the military department of the ‘a 


Universal Negroes Improvenent Association. As such I condscted military ef 


training for the members of that organization. I became a member of it the | 

_ first Sunday of October 1919, In the years that followed that organization 

* became disrupted and the leader of it, Marcus Garvey, was sentenced to the 
Federal Penitentiary at. Atlanta, Georgia, and later depsrted to Jamaica. An 
international conference was held in Jamaies by the Universal Negroes Improvement 
Association, at which Madam Gordon attended. Upon her return from that meeting 
she began the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, which, is probably the same organization, 
with the same principles and ideals as the Universal Negroes Improvement 
Association, but with a different name. I have nothing to do with the military 
training mf the members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, but military trainig 
is conducted once a week on Wednesday at 3144 S. State Street, with Lt. Ulysses 
Grant in command. The organization does not train with weapons and carries a 
Liberian flag. a 
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“This statement consisting of 7 pages has been eae: to me and it. 
is true to. the best of my kmowledges 


/s/ David Jo Logan 


fhree eopies of this signed statement. were “made and are PeEne retained in the 
files of the Chicago Field Office. 


A. detailed leg on the subject LOGAN was maintained while ‘a was in the sasteay: 
of Special Agents Grattan and Croft and this log is being retained in the 
files of the Chieage Field Offices 


‘On Saptenber 20, 1942 at 4345 P.M ‘the gubject LOGAN was placed in the Chicago 
“-Pelice Department District a jail at 1222 8. state Street ty Special Agents 
Grattan and Crofte 


The following description of the subj ect LOGAN was obtained by observaticn and 


interrogations 
_Nangp DAVID JAMES LOGAN 
address (1844 We Fillmore, Chicago, Tli., 
ge 68 "(Bora 9/7/Ths "Marshall, TexXe) 
Height. 589 
Weight 370. 
, ; Brown 
Hair Black 
Complexion Medium 
Medium 
Sex Male 
_ Race Colored 
‘Teeth 7 Good, Gola tooth and crow upper 
left cide 
45 
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fattcos 
Glaasesi 


Beard Black mistache and gray goates 
‘Sears and marks Right fingertip and nails scarred 


, “American Eagle" and "Masonic ‘Square. 
‘ Compass and G* on left forearm’ 
White metal rimmed glasses 

grade 


- Bducation ” 8th 
. Marital status ; Married . 


Oseupation 


Unemployed 
Chaplain of Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia 


Nationality - American 
Ci tisenship ’ American . 
Relatives ise £E8 Wife, Willie Burnell Logan, , 


1844 W. Fillmore, Chicago 
Brothers: — Albert Logan, Texarkana, Texas 
* ce Earl Logan, Houston, Texas , 
Sisterss Ently Logan Edwards, Houston, Texas 
Angeline Haggerty, Houston, Texas ~~ 
Sons r Leo Logan, 3348:Rhodes Averme, Chicago 
Tray Logan, 531 8. Tend Ste, Chicago 


Daughters: Cora Suiith, 613 Bast. 55th: Step Chicago — 
sete Hestine Johnson, 3601. Ellis.:Park, Chicago 
. Verie Abynathy, 4748 Calumet, Chicago 
Line Mae Jones, Los Angeles, California 
Step-sons: = Eugene Purnell, 3701 Fllis Avenue, Chicago 
_ Thomas Purnell, Mississippi 
Bestia: Emmett Statles, 3814 Vincennes, Chgoo 
Mabel Grafton, Memphis, Tenn» 
Gertrude Dodson, Mississippi 


Criminal Record Admitted. arrested 1924, Chicago FD, 


oe, 


Disarderly conduct, 24 days in House 
of Correctiony 

Arrested Texarkana 1917, suspected of 
burglary, releaseds 
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With regard to. Mr. EDMO HOLLIDAY, as listed in the above signed statement 
of DAVID JAMES LOGAN as being the Executive Secretary of Subject organization, 
the following is set forth as taken from Chicago file 25-2189, senrtieee 
EDMOND HOLLIDAY; SELECTIVE SERVICE": 


HOLLIDAY was reported delinquent by Chicago Local Board #61 under ‘the Selective 

Service Act for refusal to execute his questionnaire. On January 26, 1942 Assistant 
’ United States Attorney JOHN M. KIELY authorized the filing of a complaint and 

on this same date HOLLIDAY was arraigned before United States Commissioner 

EDWIN K. WALKER, where he entered a plea of guilty. On January 24, 1942 

HOLLIDAY executed a signed statement for Special Agent ROBERT V. DENNEY - 

wherein he ‘Stated the following: 


"I refuse to fill out my questionnaire because it is against ny 
will to kill anyone, also I am a member of the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia, whose headquarters are 4451 South State Street, and Mrs, 
M. M. L. GORDON is President of this organization. I voluntarily 
joined the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in December of 1932 when it 
was first founded at Chicago, Illinois. Mrs..M. M. L. GORDON ad- 
vised members, to stand on their own feet'as to signing question- 
naires. Lawyer CANTWELL told me about conec sen etouS: Ene ee clause 
in Constitution.". 


-« The facts-in the case entitled "EDMOND HOLLIDAY; SELECTIVE SERVICE", were pre- 
: sented to the Federal Grand Jury February 11, 1942 and true bill of indictment 
' was returned on February 12, 1942, filed in the United States District Court 
before U. S. Judge J. BARNES. On March 5, 1942 HOLLIDAY entered a plea of 

guilty and was sentenced to serve two years and was committed to the custody 
of the Attorney General. On March 11, 1942 HOLLIDAY was committed to the 
Federal Camp at Sendetone: Minnesota by the. Attorney General, 


The facts in this case are presently bel ne presented to the Federal Grand 
aa i consiiera6 seditious acvivaties in Chicago. 


PENDING 


AT 
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‘UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE CHICAGO FIELD: DIVISION a . | 


At Chicago, Dlinois, Will examine the records of the Peace 
kioyvement of Ethiopia obtained from the homes of Subjects MADAM GORDON, 
WILLIAM GORDON, DAVID J. LOGAN and SEON JONES, and will thereafter report 
the results of this examination. 


Will follow and ‘report the prosecutive action taken in this 
i CaSEo 


a 


YS 


' , PENDING 


Ro ne 48 | 
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3 Chicago.¢ 
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> USA Chicago 


THis CASE ORIGINATED AT Chicago, Illinois 
Zz 


DATE WHEN MADE: 
10=22042 
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eerteRe haan no 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FILE NO. 


100-4932 


PERIOD FOR 7 
WHICH MADE ©, | Cah 
’9=29 ,30-42e" | JULE R. HERPERT 


éwnjas \. - CHARACTER OF CASE 
- 
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REPORT MADE BY 


4 


ON; 4| INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 
ty JONES « 


Confidential Informant, claiming to ‘be member and one time 
organizer of Negro Moslem cult, gives history and background of 


‘organization. 
influence and money into organization in 1934. 
‘personally received $240.00 from Japanese in 1934 for use in 
organization work. i 


Claims personal knowledge of entry of Japanese 
States that he 


States that in 1935 MAZARENE-TiONESELIM was 


national head of Moslems;3- that.one LOGAN is now ‘head prophet in 


Chicago unit; that AD 


OHNSON, alias AdafBell”E1, is one of 


leaders s that member's ‘still correspond with IRA JOHNSOMN/BEY, 
founder. of cult, at State Prison where he is incarcerated. 


Investigation of HAYNE L&ROBERTS, who corresponded with Madam 


Gordon 


om Cairo, Illinois, reveals probability that he is 


HAYES¥ROBERTS of Chicago, Illinois; no evidence of his having 
‘Started’cult in Cairo, Illinois. 


eje 


-P- ae 
: | : ee.) 
Report of Special Agent RICHARD W. AXTELL, Chicago, Illinoisy & 
dated September 16, 1942. a a 
, - +f eS : 
At Menard, Illinois 2 ew, 
a Sancta mea st beey 


Infor 


t 1-1 related: the ‘felléwing story to the writer: In 1919 


one IRA-SJOHNSON, colored, ’desertedihis wife and children in St, 


Louis, Missouri’ and went to.C 
. ADA, whom he nig cet 
_ hé arrived in Ghigago he, 
Koran and startéd Urganizi 


OF THIS REPORT 


Ce. OM) 
. =A " 
iF é ee 


peas 


Se eee fa 
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higago, Illinois with 4 woman named 
imed” sinte “that time as his wife. Soon-after 


f . 
_ 


f- 


the mustache, pointed beard and red fez of the Moslem and called himself a 
prophet of ALLAH; he taught his conception of the Mosdem religion including 
the abstainance from the use of meat, grease, coffee and tobacco, and added 
aS a touch of his own that all believers should contribute the money saved on 
meat, tobacco, etc., to the cause of ALLAH, in excess of the regular dues of 
$e25 per month, thus Serving both the cause of ALLAH and his own purse. 


Informant stated that he himself joined the cult in 1921 and took an 
active part in the organization of Same until his career was interrupted in 
1923 by a sentence to the Penitentiary; that IRA JOHNSON ‘BEY continued as 
chief prophet until 1929 at which time the members of the organization by vote 
elevated one C.. KIRKLAND BEY to.a position of authority above IRA. IRA JOHNSON 
BEY, not bein ‘too pleased with the results of the election, sent four other 
BEYS to kidnap IRKLAND;BEY and bring him to a South side apartment. In 
kidnapping KIRKLAND they failed to find hié wife who was hidden“ in the apartment 


and she réported their action to the police. The Chicago Po¥ice raided IRA 
JOHNSON BEY's apartment. TRA and nig fonpantons opened Bi and killed two of 
the police officers, to wit: WILLTAMACALLAGHER and HESSE LTS eptember 25, 
1929.,/’One of the BEYS was killed, and IRA JOHNSON BEY, EUGENEAJACKSON -BEY and 

MOSH’? ACKSONy SEY were sentenced to Joliet Penitentiary where t ey became . 
4034, 4035, ‘and 4036 respectively. ‘Informant advised that the older JACKSON 

died in prison and the younger one has been released and is returned to the 
organization but that he does not know whether it is EUGENE or MOSE who is 
Still living. IRA JOHNSON BEY was sentenced to prison for his natural life and 
is at present at Menard. (Note: Names of officers killed, associates, date ‘of 
crime, kidnapping of C. KIRKLAND BEY are facts shown by prison file on IRA 
JOHNSON BEY, which file was. checked by courtesy of Assistant Warden JAMES A. 
DENNY, and were in all things consistent with Story of informant. ) 


Informant himself was released on parole in 1933 to a mining company 
in West Virginia. He stated that he renewed his comections with the Moslems 


' and became a paid organizer; that one MAZARENE MONESEMM,. of Pittsburgh, Penn., 


was then National Leader of thé cult. He stated that MAZARENE became connected 


by uniting with Japan. He stated that the Moslems at that early. date were pre- 
dicting war between the United States and Japan and laying a plan whereby all 
negro men would refuse to go to war’for the United States; that the plan was that 
when all of the young white men had gone to war and the young colored men were 
Still here, that then the negroes would be able to rise up :and take over the 
country, this to take place about 1945, , : 


Informant stated that he received money on numerous occasions from 
MAZARENE MONESEMM for expenses to make trips organizing the cult and that | 


a | a : 
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-MONESEMM told him that the money was being ‘given to him by the Japanese. He 
- gaid that on one occasion MONESEMM gave him-in excess of $700.00 to make a trip 


from West Virginia to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and then to Chicago and back to 


West Virginiag that he was told that this money was furnished by the Japanese}; 


that when he reached Chicago, Illinois he found that a Japanese was attending 
the meetings; that these meetings were held in about the 1200 block of Was burn 
Street near the corner of Ashburn Avenue; that he discussed the organization 
with this Japanese and knew his purpose was to turn the negro race against the 
whites for the benefit of Japan in the event of a future war, and that the 
Japanese had definite ideas as to the approximate time of the war. Informant 
stated that this Japanese, whose name he could not recall, gave him $240200 

in cash as pay and expenses for staying over in Chicago longer than-he had planned; 
that there was a plan afoot for the Japanese to marry a colored woman and take 
an apartment on the South side for the effect it would have in promoting friend- 
ship between the negro and Japanese races. Informant stated that he could 
positively identify the Japanese if he could see him again, but that the name 
was peculiar and he couldn't recall it. : 


He stated that at that time, ADA JOHNSON, wife of IRA JOHNSON BEY, 
was high in the councils of the organization; that she was then living in 
Pittsburgh; that IRA was and still is considered a true prophet of ALLAH and a 
martyr to the cause of his races that the Moslems said that if colored officers 
had been sent to. arrest him he would have submitted in peace but that since white 
officers were sent he had killed two of them to show that white folks didn't 
have any business messing in colored folks' business; that because of the 
members! reverence for IRA, his widow was highly respected and as a consequence 
the leader MAZARENE MONESEMM kept her with him most of the time and was forced 
to give her a larger cut on the Japanese money than he gave the other leaders. 


He said that MITTIE MAUD GORDON was the half-sister of IRA JOHNSON 
BEY (Madam Gordon mentioned in reference report) and thereby gained her influence; 
that she was hardly a leader of the cult but was a yery active organizer; that she 
was born in New Orleans, Louisiana; that ANNABELDLDY MOORE was also a cousin of 
TRA JOHNSON BEY and a member. He stated that he had recently seen in the paper 
where she and Madam Gordon had been arrested by authorities. He named as another 
member of influence in 1935 PAULINEYBAHA, then living at 6117 Rhodes Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. ne 


Informant stated that he had looked on the organization as a racket; 
that the members were from the most ignorant class of negroes in Chicago whose 
superstitious minds were appealed to by the fanatical and mystic ritual of the 
cult. He said that after he realized the seriousness of the Japanese influence 
he decided he had better get out; that at a meeting being held in East St. Louis, 
Illinois, he attempted to resign; that instead of accepting his resignation the 
leaders decided to offer him as a human sacrifice to ALLAH. Informant said he 
barely escaped with his life and displayed scars all across his back, shoulders 
and one long one all the way from his ear to his mouth on the left cheek. He 
said the wounds were inflicted with the curved knives used by the Moslems in 
their ritual. He said that by the time he had recovered from these cuts he had j 
decided that it would be safer to remain in the cult and.was able to get back 
into the good graces of the leaders. ; 
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At the $equest of the writer, arrangements’ were made for Informant to 
visit with IRA JOHNSON BEY and he was requested to obtain the present address of 
MAZARENE MONESEMM and ADA JOHNSON and also the name of the present prophet in 
Chicago, Illinois. , 


He returned with the information that the Prophet in Chicago was named 
LOGAN (probably the DAVID LOGAN mentioned in reference report) A letter dated 
September 16, 1942 from ADA JOHNSON is hereinafter set forth, giving the return 
address as 447 East 40th Street, Chicago, Illinois, and indicating that she now 
goes by the name of ADA BELL EL. Informant stated that.he was unable to obtain 
the address of MAZARENE MONESEMM because of proximity of guard. The old man just 
looked at the guard and winked. when he asked him where Prophet Monesemm was. He 
said that IRA stated that he was to tell the people that they were not to worry; - 
that he would soon be coming home; that the Japs were going to liberate him. It 
will be noted from the letter that the present title of IRA JOHNSON seems to be 
ALLAH ELe Informant advised that the names and titles were changed from time to 
time to suit the impulse of the leaders, 


The following letter and telegram were secured by informant from IRA 
JOHNSON BEY: 


"4L7 Ee 40 Sb. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Sep. 16 1942 


ISLAM 
"Brother Allah El, 
Chester State Hospit, 


: Menard, Illinois 


c/o Supt. State Hospit. 


"This is from your wife Sister ADA BELL EL. -I am feeling very well at 
time. i trust you is feeling fine. Brother Prophet Brother Ali and Brother Mohammed 
is feeling fine. Brother Prophet and his too sons send Islam. Brother Prophet said 


i know my words are inspiration and consolation to all my believers. it is wonderful 


for me to believe in this great works ofAllah. Brother Prophet said because you 
know for you to believe in a Prophet now. You have believe in the Truth from 
Creation. Brother Prophet said I come to save all all that want to be-saved from 
the wrath of Allah by you all accepting my Words of life you will have a chance to 
live here after the earth is cleaned up of sin. Brother Prophet said my work is a 
proof I am a Prophet; that is the way a Prophet is know by his words, works and 
deeds. Brother Prophet said it make him pleased to. receive something from a 
believer because that is some of the proof you feel the same toward i your Prophet. 
Brother Prophet wrote this to me in his letter. Brother Prophet said just believe 
his words of life and you can live. -Obey my law and you can be save. ALEAH, Ele 


I 
gy 
! 
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"Brother Prophet wrote me a letter and said - Sister you must strive to do that 
which is right. the more good you do the more Allah will help you to do good. 

it is good you have united in Islam, the religion of your forefathers. Islam is 

a everlasting gosple. Brother Prophet said sister and it came from Allah. this 
is the pathway that has been lost from the moors for centuries and it will lead 
you home on the mind. Brother Prophet said you are right to desire to be humble. 
Allah don't visit high minded people only to destroy them. Brother Prophet said 
Allah and man’ are one, the time will come when people will know it to be a fack. 
That man cannot die. they will know that death is when you pull off one overcoat 
and put on a new one, and man will know that death is when you pull off one over- 
coat and put on a new one, and man will know that he dont have to try to save his 
soul now there is no failure for the human soul for Allah is leading on and victory 
is sure. Brother Prophet said yes I am the Prophet Noble Drew Ali Reincamated. 
‘And i always will be. The time will come when the world will know it. 


; ISLAM 
"I trust you was here with me. i dream of you and think of you all the time. i 
have bee true to you every sence you have been gone. i allways going to be true 
to yous i am asking my Father through his Holy Prophet to give me a good and humble 


' obedience spirit and help me to go on in Islam. I'm going to do what Allah True 


Prophet say do. Then i will see Allah and his son . i call on Allah night and day 
to help me to go on it is Allah will i am a Moslem. - All Mosiam should be happy at 
all time for we know Allah and his too sons is here to stay with us. -I can tell 
the world that i am bless i can tell the matron that Allah too sons is here i am 
watching and waiting looking for you i truly trust i will see you some day soon in 
the moorish guide. Brother Prophet said here 0 here all ye Nations and learn the 


_ Truth i am follow Allah and Allah too sons who is not uncartion. I am so glad i am 
» a true Moslem from my heart. i mean good in everything i do i am trying to be 


careful. . What i say what i do in everyting i do for i want to be save in that day. 
I allway will rember what you told me and what you wrote me. I praise Allah for 
giving me to his most Holy Son (Brother~Prophet and his too sons said Islam and 
Temple. N.I. said Islam) to my Holy Divine husband from your humble wife sister 
ADA BELL BL. PEACE.® ; 


TELEGRAM 
"Brother Allah - El #4034 North — - Chicago, Illinois 
| pou | March 13, 1942 


"Tslab praise Allahe We are having another feast on March 13 in honor of Brother 
Alis birthday, age l year. We are well and trust that you are the same. Allah is 
leading on and victory is sure. All the Moslems join me in saying Islam to you. 
Peace profit and followers. 


- The above letter and telegram are being forwarded to: the Chicago Office 
for their files. It will be noted that said correspondence was written knowing 
that same would be censored by prison authorities. 


Confidential Informant T-1 further advised that he knew all of the 
leaders in the organization up to and including 1935 and would be available to 
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testify against them if necessary. He expressed the desire that his identity 
be kept secret until such time as it would be necessary for him to testify. 


Mr. JAMES A. DENNY, Assistant Warden, Illinois State Penitentiary, 
Menard, Illinois, displayed the folder of IRA JOHNSON BEY, Nos 4034, to the 
writer. Same reflected IRA to have been fifty years old when committed in 19303 
it showed him to have been convicted as hereinabove shown.in the statement of 
informant. There was contained in the folder a picture of IRA JOHNSON BEY 
taken at the time he was received at Joliet and showing him to be wearing beard 
and fez of Moslem Prophet. ; 


Also contained in the file was an order removing IRA JOHNSON BEY 
from Joliet to Chester State Hospital which order contained the following : 
"BEY was active in a negro cult in Chicago, the members of which denied being 
negroes and claimed Moorish descent. He has clung to his grandiose idea about 
himself and soon began preaching the philosophy. of his cult to other inmates. 
He was isolated. He is much preoccupied with religious delusions and goes 
through grotesque ritualistic ceremonies,.!! 


The order further showed that his case had been diagnosed as 
paranoid dementia praecox. He has since been removed from the hospital and 
is being presently held in the psychopathic ward of the prison. 


‘Assistant Warden DENNY identified the above copied letter and telegram 
secured by informant, as having been passed by Censor of prison, to IRA JOHNSON 
BEY. He stated that IRA had had a visitor about a year ago who wore the beard 
and fez of a prophets that the name and address could possibly be secured from 
prison records. He also agreed to cooperate in every way possible in allowing 


Confidential informant access to IRA JOHNSON BEY for the purpose of his securing 
further information. 


Chief of Guards I, RIGDEN advised that in his opinion IRA JOHNSON BEY 
was mentally sound except as to,his fanatical belief in his cult. He elso vouched 
for the reliability of confidential informant and stated that informant had told 
him substantially the same story a considerable while ago.. The informant reminded 
him of this fact when an article recently appeared in the newspaper relative to 
-the arrest of certain members of this cult. 


At Cairo, Tllinois 


Investigation was conducted at 18013 Commercial Avenue, and said 
address was found to be the Middletowm Inn, proprietor one WILSON N. RICKS. 
RICKS is a colored constable, is about seventy years old and has a good reputation 
among the local police, both colored and white. Inquiry was made of him relative 
to HAYNE L. ROBERTS, who, according to reference report, wrote to Madam GORDON 
on September 14. RICKS showed on his register where one HAYES ROBERTS, 4451 
State Street, Chicago, Illinois, stayed at his Inn September 3 to 10, -inclusive, 
and also June 12 to 19, 1942 inclusive. = 


He stated that HAYES ROBERTS was a brown skinned man about fifty-five 
or sixty years old; height about five feet seven inches; wieght one’ hundred and 
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_ fifty to one hundred and sixty; small mustache and slightly graying hair; that 


MW 39359 


he was nicely dressed and had an extra suit in a bag; that ROBERTS told him that 
he was here in regard to some property out near: Hodges Park, which he hoped to 
inherit; that ROBERTS questioned him relative to how he could best check the 


property. records in the county; that'on both visits ROBERTS said he was going 


over to Mound City to check records in adjoining County and asked him to go 
along and help him. RICKS said that to the best of his knowledge’ ROBERTS 
had no friends or associates in Cairo, and that he did not bring up the 
subjects of race or religion in his presence. He said that after ROBERTS 
left his place he received a letter from a woman in Chicago; that she had a 
return address on it but that he does not remember the name. He said he 
held the letter about a week and then returned it to sender. 


RICKS said that if ROBERTS ever returns he will report this fact 
to the Springfield Office via the local Chief of Police, 


ENCLOSURES TO CHICAGO OFFICE: Letter from ADA BELL EL to . 
Brother ALLAH EL, dated September 16, 1942 
Telegram to Brother Allah El from Chicago, 
Tllinois, dated March 13, 1942. 


PENDING 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS — 
CHICAGO OFFICE . 
At Chicago, Illinois, will attempt to locate and investigate 
one HAYES ROBERTS, 4451 State Street, to determine if’ he is a member of 
Subject organization, and also if he is identical with HAYNE L. ROBERTS 


who corresponded with Madam Gordon from 18013 Commercial Avenue, Cairo, 
Illinois. ow 5 


- Will locate and investigate ADA JOHNSON, alias Ada Bell El, 

447 East Fortieth Street, and will attempt to ascertain if MAZARENE 
MONESEMM is with her. 
PITTSBURGH OFFICE 
id At Pittsburgh, Penns lvania, will attempt to locate one MAZARENE 
MONESEMM alleged to have been head of Moslem cult in 1935, and conduct 
appropriate investigation of his background and activities. , 
SPRINGFIELD OFFICE 

At Menard, Illinois, at the Illinois State Penitentiary, will 
re-contact Confidential . ormant T=-1 for such further information as he 


may have gained from IRA JOHNSON BEY, relative to names and addresses 
of present leaders of Moslem cult. 


PENDING 
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Confidential Informant T-1 of instant report is GEORGE JOHNSON, 
Illinois State Penitentiary and Menard #16102, born.1904, convicted 1918 
for burglary, larceny, sentence one to twenty years, Joliet; paroled 1919 
East Ste Louis, Illinois; violated and returned 1923; paroled 1933; returned 
voluntary October 10, 1935. He is the son of IRA JOHNSON BEY. He states 
that his position in Moslem cult was due to the fact that he was supposed 
to take his father's place in the-cult after his father's sentence for life; 
that his information is given. voluntarily because he is a loyal American 
citizen and because of his. brother who is now serving in the United States 
Army; that he does not desire any pay or other reward for his information 
or such other services as he may be able to perform, nor does he ask 
clemency of the State as a reward. His record shows that he has behaved 
himself and that his short term sentence will expire December 10, 1944. 

He says that he is content to serve out that sentence. . He is willing to 
cooperate in any way and says that if taken to Chicago or Detroit under 
guard but with circumstances made to appear that he is free, that through 
his father's influence in the cult he can call a meeting and have every 
Moslem in town present. On the other hand, he is-willing to appear in court 
to testify against Madam Gordon, his aunt, ADA JOHNSON, his step-mother, 

or any other of the leaders of the organization who were with it in 1935, 

to show that they were taking Japanese money at that time and part of a 
conspiracy at that early date to ah echel the Government of the United 
States e 


wus’ eeauestadvor poise eee that JOHNSON be made a 
runner in that part of prison where IRA JOHNSON BEY is kept in order that 

he may gain his father's complete confidence and learn the names and addresses 
of present leaders of the cult im the several cities where they are organized. 


The writer, was advised by Assistant Warden DENNY that if the 
FoBeI. wishes GEORGEMJOHNSON temporarily released for use as an informant, 
the order for such ¥elease would have to be obtained from the Governor of 
the State of Illinois. 
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~29 the United States as "Ethiopianism" and its center is in the Negro University at i} 
“yf Memphis, Tennessee. He further advised that he had the impression that APATHER if 
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/ Washington, D. C. 


Federal Bureau af investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


.Los Angeles, California . pa 


Oetover 13s 79K Al INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
Director , DATE, 7-4-%7 BY Se1- 6A 4m 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


RE: V peace MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA 


oe OW lel fs 
Dear Sir: ; Kaa =. Bees He op 


I- am Perine to the Bureau the following information: 
which came from Dr. LARRYHOLT, telephone Granite 4383, residence 1333 North 
Stanley.Avenue, Hollywood, California, about whom this office has already 
written to the Bureau in connection with the informant's application for work 


with the Bureau: 
Qn March 26, 1942, informant advised Special Agent PAUL J. a 
O' FARRELL that he had lectured-at Various places in California for the past 
two or three years and that prior to that time he had been employed as State 
Secretary of Propaganda for the Austrian Government ‘in Vienna. under Chancellor 
DOLFUS. He further stated that while employed in such capacity for the 
Austrian Government in 1934 he had obtained some/information from a‘private 
source concerning the organization known as chef oot.cet FRONT. He stated that 
this information was derived from a document whlch had been taken fiom a Nazi 
agent who had been captured by the Austrian Government in 1934 in possession. 
of various valuable documents. He advised that all of the information he had 
concerning such organization had been learned from a perusal of this document 
obtained from the Nazi agent and that this document had referred to an organiza- 
tion known as the COLORED FRONT which was international in aspect and movement. 


He stated that this organization had at that time been supposed 
to have been working in the United States among the Negroes and’ was referred to in 


DIVINE is in some way connected with this COLORED FRONT. Informant further stated 

that he understood FATHER DIVINE is known to have contributed to ‘this COLORED 

FRONT organization, 

TFT The ‘informant also stated that from his study of the document, } f 

which was captured in 1938, “the organization was an international raciel organiza; a 

tion strongly opposed, ito the White Race. “He stated that ‘the organization was made 
- up of the colored rates gf the? world and, apparently was aimed to overcome the—w 3” 

ne Race. . ' é ee RECORDED: Te ; 
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and cause internal dissension. He stated’that such organization was a tool used 
‘for propaganda purposes in order to weaken the opposition so that at a period when 
the Nazis were ready for conquest their conguest would be made easier. 


Informant further stated that he knew this COLORED FRONT was . 
being used in the United States in order to cause trouble and stir up dissension 
among the black race in order to weaken this country in its opposition to the 
Nazis. Informant also stated that this document which had been captured from 
the Nazi agent referred to the Nazi sworking among the Negroes of the United 


States and also made mention of TBNSAUD, Arabian leader and referred to a Moslem 
leader in India. 


Informant further advised that all of the information he had 
“concerning this COLORED FRONT organization came from his reading and studying 
this document in Vienna in 1938. 


On September 22, 1942, Dr. HOLT again. called this office 
after reading in the newspapers of the large number of apprehensions effected 
by the Bureau in Chicago. He pointed out that in his opinion the information 
previously furnished by him tied in with this organization and he was certain 
that the Negroes had been instructed by ministers in the South and by Father 
-DIVINE'S organization to commit subversive acts in this country. 


Yours truly, 


R. B. HOOD x ~ 
Special Agent in Charge 


JCE: ND 
100-O 
ec = Chicago 
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Federal Burret ot Inuestination 
United States Aepartment of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 

October 24, Lhd 
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- INTERNAL SECURITY - J - 
SEDETTON > 


Mr, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


+ Tolaca 
E. A. Tamm 


Clegg 
Glavin 
Ladd 
Nichols 
Resen 
Tracy 
Carson 
Coffey 
Hendoa 
Kramer 
MeGuire_ 
Harbo 


Quinn Tamm _ 


5 3 a sh atele. Room. 
RE: PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA Mr. Nease 
' a.k.a., The Ethiopian Peace igs Beahm 
Movement, et al 


f You will recall my previous ‘memoranda reflecting that 

on September 20, 1942, officers of this organization were taken 
nto custody by Special Agents for conspiracy to commit sedition. 
| jag were held in default of bond, except Madam Mittie Maud Lena 
ordon, who was released on a bond of $10, 000. pera Sones as 


On oe an an indictment was returned at \ 
' Chicago, charging 1 Wi i 


d.Jury at 
‘and naming Madam 
ogan.. All of. 


Gordon, Willia 


2 the subjects wi be arraigned next week. 


Respectfully, 


JS 


nf Oe é weft = 
ALL [ Fo RA D. M. Ladd aa 
an eye _ 3 . “ 
RE NE Ci IS UACLAS bret FIED , : . 


_DATE_z-2-%6 8 YS PEBSAAen 


AATION CONTAINED 


Pra isda’ Wad 


RECORDED ap 


& 
| io i 


wa ‘a. . 


Q 1042 


_—, 


MW 39359 Doeld:32744070 Page 140 


ae” Aap, 
: 2 aay a } 
bey 7 : / X et £ 5 if \ | 
A ~ ss - Sa 


4 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States i Popariiment of Justice 
Chicazo, Illinois 


October 29, 1942, 


‘ 
Be ae 
Se en ee a 
eee et 


ae ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS? | | 
Oo Director _ HERE IS UNCLASSIFIED | : 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. O DATE, 7 2: 1G BY Sp4- BSR 


. w a RE: THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, AKA 
aA CO BTHTOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENTS 

MITTIE MAUD LENA“GORDON, WA, -ET AL, 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J 

SEDITION 


5 zation, including 

DON, DAVI OGAN, and SEONAJONES, were apprehended 
by Agents of this Office on September 20, 1942, on“complaints Eitod charging 
ners persons with having made seditious statements. 


' The leaders f the above yf subject org 


Subsequently this matter was presented te ee Federal Grand Jury 
sitting in Chicago, and indictments were returned against them October 23, 
1942, charging MADAM GORDON with sedition, and this subject, together with ° 
the other three individuals, with conspiring to commit sedition. They, were 
arraigned on October 28, 1942, before Federal Judge WILLIAM HOLLY and all 
= .subjects pleaded not guilty. Trial has been set for November 9, 1942, 


At the time of the apprehension of MADAM GORDON considerable 
_ records and correspondence were secured from her home, a part of which 
_was a file containing typewritten copies of letters which had been directed 
to various persons from 1932 to the present time by MADAM CORDON as president- 
general of subject organization. A review of this correspondence reveals 
-@ copy of an outgoing letter dated December 13, 1941, directed to COLONEL. 
ie ‘COX, 924 East Main Street, Richmond, Virgihia. A photostatic copy . 
of this is letter is being transmitted to the Bureau and. one to the Richmond 
ae field ae . 


wh 
Sah y\ ‘ The United States MiteenSy has acBiGof that the original of this: 


etter should be secured from COX so that itt HEE, introduced as evi ‘ir a2 
ut i a 
v 


ey ; : eo 
. "\ It is requested, therefore, that cxunsr Oe LP ne inl ert 
in an effort to secure the original.of this letter, A signed Btatement should ~j 
be- secured from him reflecting the receipt of this letter,, ent the i 
original letter has been destroyed COX should, be" ere - questioned 
‘as to whether he can definitely state that he! received the original 


letter by a to him the photostatic copy 
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‘Director October 29, 1942. RE: THE PEACE MOVEMENT 
OF ETHIOPIA 


ERNEST SEVIER COX has been a supporter of MADAM GORDON for ea 
number of years and considerable correspondence relating to this individual - 
was found in MADAM GORDON'S files, This correspondence reflects that he 
is in sympathy with the alleged objectives of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
and that he has represented her before verious: governmental boards, including 
the legislature of the state of Virginia. He should be thoroughly interviewed 
for all information in his possession relating to this organization. 


In view of the early date of this trial it is requested that the 
statement and exhibits, properly identified, together with the name of the ~ 
Agent who can introduce the same in evidence, be furnished to this office 
so that it reaches a no later than November 5, 1942, 


Very truly yours, 


| Pig ~ Sout N on 
Enc. Special Agent in Charge 
ec = Richmond. 
5 . ‘ \ 
 AMSD 
RWA:MAH ~ 
100-8932 


aD. 


N 
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Desamber 15, 1942 


Colonel E,5. Cox . ak eee TP ae ee PAM? AT EG 
924 ER. Main St. ee eA oo 
Riehmond, Virginia iy + ASLASS heb 


QW d agt 
Dear Col, Cox: Be 0% SEREILA 


We are acknowledging the receipt of your leg- 
ter of November 25, The contents were carefully 
noted. : 


Yes we are aware of the fact that our people 
as a whole have mn knowledge of themselves of their 
country. This is due to the well ergenized plas 
of the slave-olderss student coing through 
goh ols and cellezes should bi taught of his race, 
his country, and his ancestors. This was withheld 
from onr CPeUDs 


I so often meet educated men of my race who ¢é- 
lieve-t at Africa is a land of monkeys and snakes. 
and that it is impeasible for a human béing te aur. 
vive there, ‘This is dne to the teachinys.of the mise 
sionaries and slave bosses. They have really ruined 
our people. ; 


I agree with you that when this war is over we 
will have more support theah ‘e have now, black and 
wiite as well,- » 


There is one thing that I cannot help appreei- . 
atin:, and that is, those who are responsible for 
our .bein: in this country are well<informed of our 
plans. me 


Qur race as a whole should not be asked if they 
are willing te return to their own country. The plans 
worked out by a representative number should be en- 
Gorse: y our zovernment and its official ataff, and 
the people sent back to their country with-ut their 
consent just as they were *rousht here, beeause | 
are only a few of us whe know what is best fer oi 
FACE >s 
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Gol, Cox | “2 Dece 18, 1941 


Those who propose to be our leaders are the ones 
who are most ignorant of what is best for the race 
as a whole. They are so imorant, they think that 
the United States government is their nation. 


After spending more than 4 centuries here aa 
jlaves, at this present time the majority of us are 
still warde of the jovernment. Tf am so ashemed of 
my peopje I don't know what to do, Jet I know it 
is noé their fault, It is the teachings of the slaves. 
bosses, They have’ lost their culture, their language, 
bela and God, so they are a lost tribe of 
ABPTACLs 


I de hope a camittee of us will be privilesed 
to sit at the round-table conference of nations to 
plead for owr peoples best interests, when that time 
eores, This corferenee will be held as soon as tm 
way is over, and uniess there is a nationalist con- 
mittee in this conference who is interested in the 
welfare of our people as a whole, 1t is possible 
that someone will aecept slavery for us asain, rather 
than his own government in Afriea just as they did 
when Mr, Lineoln salied them to Washington after 
the Civil War, Ve sre depending on you, as we have 
in the past, to make 1t possible for our appegranse 
in €hils senferense throush our Senator Filbe,. 
hope yo will write us again soon, 


This war is upon up and going with lichtning 
speed, It may be over sconer than wo @xpect, 


Sincerely yours, 


Y a me “terdn 


coma 


rnc ee ne 


as _ Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Aepariment of Justice a 
CiiICAGO, ILLINOIS : 


fF "ATR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY | Se AY i 
. a 
A \. x October 29, 1942 
fo \ R 
Director <2 \W4fe: PEACE MOVEMEN? 10 BIHIOPIA, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ne y* - also known as” ETHIOPIAN PEACE 


NK  _MOVEMENT; MITTIE MAUDS LENA 
<torpot, was, eb al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 


SEDITION 


Washington, D. C, 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is,made to the report of Special Agent RICHARD Wf, AXTELL dated 
September 30, 1942, and the teletype to the Bureau from this office dated 
October 29, 1942, in the/above ceptioned’case. -” 


organization, including Madam GORDON, 


iy 


CGAN and SEONWJONES were apprehended by Agents of this 
1942 on comp aints filed charging these persons with 
having made seditious statements. 


WILLIANMOORDON, DAVI 


‘The leaders of the a a ye ane ‘subj 
ob) 
office ‘én September 2 


- Subsequently this matter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury sitting in 

_Chicago and indictments were returned against them on October 23, 1942 charging 

_ Madam GORDON with sedition and this subject, together with the other three in- 
dividuals, with conspiring to commit sedition. They were arraigned on October 
28, 1942 before Federal Judge WILLIAM HOLLY and all subjects pleaded not guilty. 
Trial has been set for November 9, 1942. mo 


At the time of the apprehension of Madam GORDON considerable records and 
correspondence were secured at her’ hohe, a part of which was a file contain- 
: ing typewritten copies of letters which had been, directed to various persons 
r from 1932 to date by Madam'CORDON,.as, President General of, subject organization. 
f | A review of this correspondence reveals that’ a letter. dated May 8, 1941 was 


directed to President: ROOSEVELT: hyMadam GORDON. Two. “photostatic copies of 
nis detter are being transmitted to the Bureau herewith, ‘ThesUnited States 
Attornéyéthas: advised that’ ;the: original of this* letter should’ be secured so 


that it cansbe* introduced as evidence in ,the: foxthcoming - trial. The Bureau ; 
is; therefore requested to secure* thie’ original of this letter and in. view of : 
the édrly, trial date, it is requested. that aS soon,,as, possible the, original ~ 

letter, toge th: +a aa th the name of, the: person: or pérsons who can _ irate the 


sané-(hny vide ice, “be furng ed “this office, not . ge 420° 


aera pede 


wha ge “RECORDED — 
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aan 
ee: 


Director October 29, 1942 


There is also being transmitted herewith a photostatic copy of a letter to 
Senator THEODORE G. BILBO, Washington, DB. Ce, dated January 27, 1942, and a 
“ photostatic copy of a letter to former United States Senator JAMES: HAMILTON 
_ {Bits dated May 16, 1934. One copy of each of these photostatic letters is 
“Deing designated herewith for the Washington Field Office. 


It is requested that the Washington Field Office endeavor to secure the 

originals of these letters and in this connection: the United States Attorney 

has suggested ‘that a statement taken from the person actually furnishing 

the same reflectingits naioves from the files wild. Der a sufficient identifi- 

cation. . 

For the information of the Washington Field Office, it is known that Senator. 
- LEWIS has been dead for sometime and the United States Attorney has in- 

dicated that his files are now in the custody of the United States Senator 

C. WAYLAND ROOKS . 


For. the further information of the Washington Field Office, Senator THEODORE: 
BILBO has been in constant communication with Madam GORDON and the Peace 

A Movement of Ethiopia in connection with a bill which he has presented to Con- 
gress calling for the repatriation of negroes to Africa. It is entirely 
possible that he will have in his possession other correspondence received 

_« from Madam GORDON since’ December 7,. 1941, reflecting her attitude towards 

' the Selective Service Act and the war effort. The Washington Field Office 
is requested therefore to submit the originals of these two letters, together 
with the names of the persons who can introduce them in evidence, © to the 
Chicago Office not later than November 5, 1942. 


. Very truly yours, 


RWA: DB 
100-8932 
Enc. 


cc Washington (Ence) | ‘ >, 


ede 
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. Tolson 


Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 


aay 
Mr. Nichol #ZqMuMlUNIGATIONS S 6 
Mr. Rosen | +i A 1 LE D 


Mr. Tracy it 
Mr. Carson! & 


Mr. Hendon \ 


and 
i) 


eGAL BUF 3 i 
Mr. Kramer 8 4 yoann] eS De 
Mr. MeGuiro bees “4 
; Mr. Quina a f 
i, Mr. Nease é ae 
Miss Gandy : rae t 
\ 5 oe. 
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Mr. E.A.Tamm_ 


: Coffey 


FGT:LVO - ‘ee ed 
W/b/2 
L00-12h410 = 


f 


a 


EEMORAND TE FOR. as SSISTANT. ATTORNEY GENERAL 
WENDEL BERD 


Ré: PEACE MOVEMENT TO BTRIOPIA, 

. also known as & TH LOPLI PHACE 
HOVEMSNT: MITIIE SAUDE LBNA 
QOGREON, WAS, et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


The United States Attorney. at Chicago, Illinois, 
has requested that the original of a letter dated May 8, 
Whl, to President Roosevelt by Madam Gordon be secured” 
go that it may he introduced as evide nce at the forthe 
coming trial of Mittle Maude.Lena Gordon, together with 
the naxe of the person er persons who can introduce it 
in evidence not later than November ‘5, 192, 


This matter is- being: referred to you for 
inetructions as the letter was directed to the President, 
No further. action will be taken. by this Burcan with 
respect thereto unless advised by the Department, the 
Bureau filles do not reflect that this letter was referred 
to the Bureau by the Office of the Pres sident, 


\ 
Hy 


iG Joba 'kd sapighees 


4 Director 7 56 N 
| qe a 
ph. gs gg § 
wad . : a mo 
NOV Le \ suse act 4 AA! ‘ 
ATI | eS = 


REAL OF INVESTIG! 


Page 152 


/ FRR November by 19h2 


Me ‘ 
Nf 


eavorpes /00-/2 44/6 -h 


SAC~Chicago > 
_ Re: PEACE MOVEMENT To ETHIOPIA , 
aka BPTHIOPIAN PEACE MOVERENT 3 
HITTIE HAUDE LENA GORDON, WAS et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY = J 
SEDITICN , 


Dear Sire 


Reference is made to your letter of October 29,5 
192, requesting that the Bureau obtain the original of 
a letter addressed to President Roosevelt by Madam Gordon 
on May §, 1941, so that it may be- Introduced as evidence 
in the forthcoming trial, - 
¢ 


In view of the fect that this letter was 


addressed to the President the matter has been referred = 

to the Department and no effort will be made to secure xy 
: , this letter except upon the specific instructions of J 
.* the Department, ; 


Yours truly, 


: John Edgar Hoover 


Mr. Tolson Director Si. eon hp 
Me. £. A.Tamm rae * 
ue reads LED err YOUR me 
Mr. Glavin : : ety . 
' Mr. Ladd i re . 7 ie ga a Rd 
M Nichols : Fh at mes ah, a = 
Mi? . ¢ ae 
eee ie, 
Mr Rosen=——— a SECTION | j “i “yaa 
ue | eauagONTRTTENS ©° sug 
- ae aan . “! “és = rg hing 
f L EB D é ee na nia 
Mr. Carson AN { hes wove gs 
ee aT 2 1942 PM. | bas g WN 
~ Mr. (BendontQY * ! ; | z : 
: Z Sener OKs a et & ; 
ee tee NUTERU OF INVESTIGATION | : Np lag 
| Mr. MeQuiine BUREAU 0 ‘ce 7 a 
weOFRTRENT OF JUSTIC i ‘, ee 
| Mr. bn eo teen nes ie 
| Mr. Neaee ae ae 


\ Mi a8 Gandy 


I 
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“Hederal Bureau af Investigation ; \ 


United States Avpacinient uf Justice ‘ 
2 Chicago, Illinois. / 
102956 : 
October 29, ae 1 
rae | a INFORMATION afin rEAINED 
rector . 4 PRE TAG ta) Ain far cco. 
Federal Bureau of iiveesigation: Ha NAS UNCLA SPIED’ e 
Washington, . DeCo | - G UAT u Mea. BY SOY “5, 
RE: {88 PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, AKA 736 2006 
ETHIOPIAN PEACE M JVEVENT 5 
MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, WA, ET AL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made te the report of Specigl Agent RICHARD. 
made at Chicago, Tllinois, September 16, 1942, e 
fuynished to the Little Rock Office. The lea 
ovgenization, including MADAM GORDON,. WILLIAM “ 


of the: aboye 


amed subject 
BORDON, DAVID & 


N, and SSON 


WPNES, were apprehended by Agents of this office on September 20, 1942, on 


omplaints charging these persons with having made seditious statements. 


. Subsequently this matter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury 
sitting in Chicago, and indictments were returned against them on October 23, 


1942, charging MADAM GORDON with sedition, and this subject, together with the 


other three individuals, with conspiring to commit sedition. They were 
arraigned on October 28, 1942, before Federal Judge WILLIAM HOLLY, and all 


_ subjects pleaded not guilty. The trial has been set for November 9, 1942, 


At the time of the apprehension of MADAM GORDON considerable records. 
and correspondence were secured from her home, a part of which was a file con~ 
taining typewritten copies of letters which had been directed to various persons 


' from 1932 to the present date by MADAM GORDON as president-general of subject 


L. aes a ae i Ext 


organization. A review of this correspondence reveals that copies of out- 
going letters were aineeted to MR. TOMMIE THOMAS ° as is being set forth: 


1 November 4, 1939 : ur. omiXthomae 
- 7 ‘Route--1 Boz 218, 4 
. Gould, Arkansas’ 


ft. ‘ 
J 
eee Ne. Pence 


f et fit, 


Mr. Tommy Thomas 


A | Star City Route ae 
re) Criglét, Ark. . ape 
= hee ci Li ABD jo Lata - 
July 9, 1941 / ur ft i% Tho 

Grigg EAR Lar ; 

Nes . NSS ee ie sa ste 
December = 1941. , Mr. Tommie Thoxjes 
OBR 44 ee , Crigler, ee | 
i\e ane I 
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LO2357 
Director _ October 29, 1942. RE: THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF 
ETHIOPIA 
July 29, 1942. Mr. Tommie Thomas 


Grady, Ark. 


, August 28, 1942 Mr. Tommie Thomas 
: , . Grady, Arkensas 


Photostatic copies of these letters are being transmitted herewith 


to the Bureau and to the Little Rock Field Office. 


The United States Attorney has advised that the Sass of these - 


letters should be secured so that they can be introduced as evidence in the 
forthcoming trial. 


It is requested, therefore, that TOMMIE THOMAS be interviewed in an 


effort to secure the original letters, and a signed statement should. be 
obtained from him. reflecting the receipt of same. In the event the original 
letters have been destroyed he should be thoroughly questioned as to whether 
he can state that he received the original letters by exhibiting to him the 
photostatic copies which are being enclosed, 


He should also be thoroughly interviewed concerning the membership 
of the local chapter of the Peace Movement of Ethiopie, control exercised 
over the local chapter by MADAM GORDON, or any of its executive officers as 
above listed, and the funds sent by any of the locals to MADAM CORDON. He 
should also ‘be thoroughly interviewed concerning any advice received by him 


from any of the officers of subject orgenization with respect to his Selective 
Service status or any instructions issued by MADAM GORDON to any of the members 


of the local organization in 1 regard to their compliance with the Selective 
Service. 


In view of the early date of this trial, it is requested that the 
statements and exhibits, properly identified, together with the name of the 
Agent who can introduce the same as evidence, be furnished to this office 
so that it reaches Chicago no later than November 5, 1942, 


Very truly yours 


A. H. JO sn A 


Enc. Special Agent in ‘Charge 


cc - Little Rock (Enc.) 


AMSD 
RWA ; MAH 
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